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France hogs world cup tickets despite EC threat 


By Paul Newman 

WORLD CUP organisers in France 
are heading for a legal battle with the 
European Commission after refus- 
ing to make all remaining tickets for 
this summer's tournament available 
to foreign supporters. 

The commission, unhappy that a 
large proportion of the 25 million 
tickets had already been sold to 


French fans, wanted the remaining 
16G$00 tickets to be sold exclusive- 
ly to non-French nationals. Howev- 
er, the World Dip organisers (CFO) 
said last night that they had refused 
to agree to the request on the 
grounds that it would have discrim- 
inated against the Reach. 

The commission responded by 
saying it would start legal proceed- 
ings in an attempt to persuade the 


CFO to change its policy. The cam- 
missioo gg«d it could the CFO 
the equivalent of 10 per cent of its 
revenue from ticket sales. * 

Fjigbwirf, Sm flmvl an d many Oth- 
er compering countries throughout 
Europe have complained at the 
shortage of rickets for their fans. 

More than 60 per cent have al- 
ready been allocated to the French, 
wife anfa 21 per cent made available 


to foreign football federations. On 
awxage, national federations will be 
allocated only 4g000 tickets liar games 
in winch their teams are competing. 

The CFO wants to make 50,000 
of the remaining tickets available to 
foreign federations, buL to sen the 
other UQ£00 rickets directly to fens 
throughout Europe. These would be 
sold exclusively by telephone, on a 
first-come first-served basis, treating 


French and other nationals equally. 
Jacques Lambert, the CFO’s man- 
aging director, said yesterday that the 
commission's demands “would have 
meant inverse discriminarioo against 
the Reach and constituted a gross 
injustice". He added: “Europe is a 
democracy and we have the right to 

defend our policy. If the EC fines us, 

we will appeal.” 

Stefan Rating, a commission 


spokesman, said the CFO bad re- 
fused to changed its policy because 
of political pressure in France. Marie- 
George Buffet, the Reach Minister 
for Sport, said last week that the com- 
mission’s position amounted to dis- 
crimination against the organising 
country. However, Mr Rating said the 
commission's demand to sell all re- 
maining rickets to non-French peo- 
ple only was “a tiny discrimination’’ 


compared to the favouritism shown 
towards the French earlier in the sell- 
ing campaign. 

The commission is expected to 
fire the opening shot in a legal bat- 
tle by sending a formal statement of 
objection today. However, with the 
start of the tournament less than 
three months away, rime is rapidly 
miming out if the ticket sales system 
b to be changed. 


*** h *»« cannot 




‘ ‘ ■■ 


Revealed: Labour’s 
links with lobbyists 


If it's Tuesday, then it must be Ghana... I 
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: : Fresh evidence of a startlingly 
’■ close relationship between 

Labour and its former staffers 
’■ k l •!> who now work for lobbyists is 
; h .v. revealed by anoffioal. register 
• - >:ii of firms and their clients seen 
by The Independent. 

. vv Nt. De^ite a promise to "dean 
w.il’v. up politics” made before the 

iV.i»Ks.. general electiofv former Labour 

■. y. lt ; i officials who have become lob- 

, ^ Ltyiste are being wooed by party 

■ fund-raisers eager to raise 
1 money from their clients. 
jL Among a group of between 
50 and 60 Labour lobbyists 
p 1 * - who have been invited for 
drinksatMHlb^aiKitoasem- 
inar on sponsorship are repre- 
sentatives of aims dealers, the 
tobacco indusky and firms in- 
volved in genetic enginee ring. 

Almost every major lobbying 
company .now employs at least 
one a former Labour staffer or 

someone with close links to the 
party, the register reveals. 


• ■ritickt HJ 
nl*J Hlllil 5“ 
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Set up at .the request of Sir 
Gordon Downey and supplied 
to the Cabinet Office, the reg- 
ister is in the Commons Library 
but it is believed only a hand- 
ful of people have consulted it 
A raft of bright, mostly 
young Labour employees left 
the party either just before or 
just after the general election for 
the more lucrative world of 
“public affairs." . 

The Independent under- 
stands that far from distancing 
ftseHrfrom thisnew body of sup- 
porters, Labour has actively 
sought to retain its links with 
them. There have been at least 
two drinks parties at MIBbank 
and invitations to,* seminar at 
which sponsorship is discussed. 

Among the party events 
which are believed to, have 
been sponsored by clients of 
these lobbyists are some of the 
Welfare to Work roadshow 
which have been hosted by 
ministers around the country. 

A senior figure in the lob- 
bying world said last night that 
many of those who had made 
the transition were now finding 


their loyalties divided. While 
they wanted to remain loyal to 
Labour, their employers de- 
manded their cheats came first 
. . “Many of these people are 
quite young and aren’t really 
able to deride what’s good or 
bad value for money. Wfc are not 
terribly keen cm the idea of giv- 
ing money to any political party. 
If our clients want to. our usual 
advice is to think very carefully." 

While access to ministers was 
slightly. more di ffi cult under 
Labour, thiswas mainly because 
the. party was more, cliquey, 
thari the Conservatives. The 
three key advises that lobbyists 
most wanted to know were 
Dan Cony at the Department 
of Ttade and Industry, Ed Balls 
at the Treasury and Geoff Nor- 
ris at the Downing Street Poli- 
ty Unit, he said. A relationship 
with one of them would be par- 

ticnlaijy valuable because all 
had extremely low “call-back 
factors.” 

But while Labour officials 
are wooing lobbyists, MPs are 
complaining that they are be- 
sieged by calls from them. The 


diairs of select committees in 
the Commons say they have 
around two caBs or letters every 
week, on average. Er-Labour 
staff were nseful to lobbyists be- 
cause of thrir contacts but there 
were only a fewreaDy senior fig- 
ures among them. ■- 

There is so suggestion that 
ary Labour minister or MP has 
taken money to perform tads 
for lobbyists, as some Conser- 
vatives did. However, eoc senica: 
political consultant said last 
□igfo that iTwas*standard prac- 
tice 71 to offer spbnMrahipin re* 
tnmfoc a minister’s presence at 
a seminar or other event. 

A Labour spokeswoman 
said there bad onfabeen one 
seminar for lobbyists! and that 
was not simply for former 
Labour employees. “We just in- 
vited lobbyists in. You know we, 
are looking for sponsorship for 
various things- There is no. 
question of asking former em- 
ployees, because loWtying com- 
panies can send who they like; 
Some of them would have been 
former, employees,” she said. 

Background, page 8 



Bin Clinton and his wife, Hillary, greeting the crowds at Independence Square in Ghana’s capital, Accra, yesterday. 
The visit was the United States President’s first stop on a «x-nation, 12-day tour of Africa Photograph: Wm McNamee 


Yeltsin fires entire government 


•By Phil Reeves 

jfe Moscow 


ER being written off yet 
l by the outside world as too 


hack into the limelight yesterday 
OTsackmg his entire government, 

fachtrtmg two of its pfaOt&i fig- 
tires- Viktor Chernomyrdin, the 
[ Emne Minister, and his most ag- 
; festive free marketeer, Anatoly 
P.feafa the First Deputy Prime 

Lg Although his decision was a 
r'gbndetibolt from tb e the 


President was quick to issue a 
reassurance that Russia would 
press ahead with its programme 
of economic reforms, which 
are widely blamed by Russians 
for causing years of economic 
misery.^ The dismissal of the gov- 
ernment “does not mean a 
change of course in our policy.” 
he said in a nationwide televi- 
sion address from the Krerabn. 
It was an effort to give the re- 
forms a “new impulse”- 

The sudden bout of political 
bloodletting drew a cautious re 
• ytinn from the. White House, 


which appeared to have no 
inkling that a major upheaval was 
plarmed-Bin Clinton, on. a trip 
to Ghana, was left to say, same- 
what lamriy, that he Tioped that 
the general direction of policy 
will be unaffected”. 

The US win be reassured by 
Mr Ycftsm’s appoin tment as act- 
ing prime minister of Seigei 
Kxriyenko, 35, the fuel and en- 
ergy mmister, who has a repu- 
tation asa committed reformist. 
It was unclear last night whether 
he would eventually be con- 
firmed in bis post At one point 


yesterday, to the surprise of ob- 
servers, Mr Yeltsin even talked 
of temporarily doing tbe job 
himself. 

Although most other senior 
ministers are expected to sur- 
vive, inefoding the Foreign Min- 
ister, Yevgeny Primakov, the 
sackings are convincing evi- 
dence of Boris Yeltsin’s tsar-Hke 
penchant for centralising pow- 
er on himself. - 

fo recent years, Mr Chubais, 
who is seen by Western in- 
vestor as foe lincbpfo of the re- 
form process and who was the 


architect of Mr Yeltsin’s re- 
election, has lost three govern- 
ment posts only to bounce bade 
The 42-year-okl economist, wbo 
is already chairman of tbe na- 
tional electricity monopoly, said 
yesterday that he expected to be 
flooded with job offers. But be 
is expected to remain in tbe Res- 
ident’s team. So, too, is the in- 
terior minister, Anatoly KuKkcrv, 
who was also sacked by decree. 

Tbe departure of Mr Cher- 
nomyrdin, an unfailingly loyal 
Yeltsin ally, came as more of a 
surprise. For months he has 


l^rtist stoic dozens of heads 
Smbs and torsos, court is to 


, r !..3 hr ' t 



Iff Kathy Marks 

:# 

- i% ONE OF the most macabre 
, Lind unusual cases to be heard 
ijy a British court in recentyeais, 
i *u artist vm yesterday accused 
• ;.|sf stealing human body parts 
1 ‘lend tiring them to create casts 
j i Jfrpubdkfy exhi bited sculptures. 
‘ >■'. Anthony-Ndel Kelly, 42, 

1 ^vho teaches at the Prince of 
; ,'lWhles’ Institute of Architec- 
i'ture, is alleged to have stolon 
■ dozens of embalmed limbs, 
'. ! i heads end torsos from the Roy- 
’ l.ai CpUege of Surgeons, smug- 
... jglmg them out of the building 
Lftth the help of a former 
,5ntiiiee faboraioty technician, 
,—NieL -Lindsay, jlhc remains, 
f which were kept by the college 


for teaching purposes, were 
concealed in black dustbin Int- 
ers and carried out in rucksacks 
at the endof the day, Southwark 
Crown Court was told. 

At the start of . the trial, the 
jury were told that they would 

be excused from sendee ff they 
Tdtunabte to cope with tbe “<Ss- 

turbing” evidence, particularly 
if they had been recently be- 
reaved. ■ 

Andrew CampbdHfefch, for. 
the prosecution, said the trial 
concerned a simple case of 
theft- “It is not about art, or 

whether whal Mr Kelly created 
was art," he said. . 

“It is not about public out- 
rage, it is about the dishonest 
means tiiatwere used fo pursue 


Mr Kelly’s desire to exhibit- 

thiswork.” 

Mr Kelly, a former botcher 
and abattoir , worker, and a 
cousin of the Duke of Norfolk, 
and Mr Lindsay, 24, of Isling- 
ton, north London, both deny 
theft Mr Kelly denies and ad- 
ditional charge of handling 

stdeagoods. 

The court was told that the 
two men were arrested after 
some of Mr Kelly’s works were 
exhibited at the London Con- 
, temporary Arts Fair last year- 
photographs of the sculptures, 
which included & striking head 

mKlttHso,werepubliSied in the 

Independent on Sunday , where, 
they ranght the eye of Dr Lau- 
rence Martin, Her Majesty's In- 



Accused: Anthony Nod Kelly ' Photograph: Rex Features 


&pector of Anatomy. “Dr Mar- 
tin realised instantly that these 
works of art could only have 
been cast from parts of a dead 
body, and that in the normal 
course of events no one should 
have access to such things Out- 
side of the institution’s licensed 
to keep them,” said Mr Ca mp - 
beU-Tbicii. 

When police raided Mr Eel- 
fa’s borne in Oapham, south 


London, fry found a collection 
of plaster moulds of human 
body parts including “various 
feet” and two heads. He di- 
rected officers to a field on his 
family’s estate near Ashford, 
Ken t, where he said he had 
buried all of the originals. Oth- 
er remains were later found at 

the tome inBrixton of a female 
friend of the sculptor. 

' The case continues today. 


been tipped as the next occu- 
pant of the Kremlin, apparent- 
ly with Mr Yeltsin’s blessing. 
Although tbe President said 
be now wanted him to prepare 
for the presidential elections in 
2000, opinion was divided over 
the strength of his endorsement 
and his chances. 

The markets reacted sur- 
prisingly calmly to the news, al- 
though Russia postponed a 
eurobond issue, whidi was to 
have been its first borrowing on 
the international markets this 


Publisher sold 

AMERICA’S largest pub- 
lishing company. Random 
House, whose authors in- 
clude Michael Crichton, Nor- 
man Mailer and John 
Updike, was sold yesterday to 
the German media giant Ber- 
telsmann. Page2 

£ 600 m car parks 

THE car-parking empire 
NCP was sold yesterday for 
£800m to the American com- 
pany Cedant. Founders Sr 
Donald Gosling and Ronald 
Hobson shared £580m. 

Page 3 
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Straw moves on Binoche becomes an Oscar night patient 

crooked police 


BjrJaton Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

Independent investigators from 
military intelligence. Customs 
and law firms could be used to 
examine allegations of police 
corruption and malpractice, the 
Government said yesterday. 

The Home Office is also to 
set up a study to examine 
whether a new independent 
investigation system is needed 
and can be afforded. Hie move 
is part of a series of measures 
to reform the police complaints 
and discipline procedure to en- 
sure corrupt officers do not es- 
cape punishment This included 
lowering the burden of proof 
against officers, removing their 
‘right of silence' and introduc- 
ing a six-week fast-track system 
to deal with allegations of seri- 
ous misconduct 

Jack Straw, Home Secretary, 
said that in exceptional cases the 

Police Complaints Authority 
should be able to bring in in- 
dependent investigators in- 
cluding experts from the 
military, law and accountancy 
companies, retired police offi- 
cers and the post office. 

He saw this as “the first step" 


towards setting up a totally in- 
dependent agency which he 
described as “desirable-" He 
also intended bringing in pow- 
ers to allow the Home Sectkaiy 
to instigate investigations into 
serious fesues, such as a football 
tragedy Eke Hillsborough, with- 
out waiting for a formal com- 
plaint Reforms of the 
complaints system, however, 
will need new legislation which 
is unlikely to be introduced be- 
fore next year at the earliest. 

The changes have been in- 
troduced following widespread 
criticism of the current disci- 
plinary system that has allowed 
officers facing serious allega- 
tions of misconduct to escape 
on sick leave and ill-health 
pensions. Among key initiatives 
announced yesterday were: 

■ Shifting foe burden of proof 
at the hearing from "beyond rea- 
sonable doubt’ - the measure 
used in criminal proceedings - 
to the 'balance of probabilities' 
formula of civil courts. 

■ Chief officers will be given 
power to conduct disciplinary 
hearings in the absence of of- 
ficers claiming ill-health. 

■ Cases in which officers are ac- 
cused of serious misconduct or 


corruption must be heard with- 
in six weeks. 

■ Ifre tule of ‘double jeopardy 1 
-where an officer cleared by the 
courts of criminal activity can- 
not then be disciplined by his 
force - win be abandoned- 

Mr Straw criticised the po- 
lice for not making better use 
of their existing powers. He 
said: “Tbo often they have tak- 
en the easy way out to get rid 
of a bad apple by allowing 
them to retire early - they have 
got to stop doing that.” 

■ Police officers would no 
longer have a 'right of silence 1 
and adverse inferences can be 
drawn from a failure to talk. 

On pensions, all officers 
convicted of a criminal offence 
will be automatically referred to 
the home secretary in future. 
Up to 75 per cent of a police 
'officer's pension can be de- 
ducted as a punishment. Mr 
Straw rejected rails to publish 
reports ^investigating officers 
into alleged malpractice. He 
also said police files relating to 
deaths in custody should not be 
released to the deceased’s fam- 
ily before ah inquest, although 
both issues are to be given fur- 
ther consideration. 


Officers who escape action 
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Recycled paper mode up 
41.4% of die raw material for 
UK newspapers In the 
first halfof 1997. 


A NUMBER of cases have 
highlighted bow police officers 
are not subject to disdpiinaiy 
action while on sick leave, 
writes Jason Bennetto. 

■ Three Scotland Yard detec- 
tives who moonlighted, acting 
as minders for a television pro- 
ducer, avoided disciplinary 
charges by going sick and leav- 
ing with ill-health pensions. 
Their case was detailed in a re- 
port by the Common's home af- 
fairs select committee. 

This tells how Detective 
Sergeant Thomas Bradley met 
the wealthy businessman in 
1995 when he reported a rob- 
bery to Belgravia police. DS 
Bradley agreed to arrange for 
the man and his wife to be 


chauffeured and "protected’ 1 . 
When the family next arrived in 
Britain they were met at the air- 
port by DS Bradley and a col- 
league, DS Ian Martin. A 
“□umber of officers took turns 
to act as chauffeurs and body- 
guards”. the report says. 

In November 1995, DS 
Bradley and DS Martin were 
suspended from duly on full pay 

pending ritsrrplmar y charges. All 

three subsequently reported 
sick. After legal advice. DS 
Bradley was granted ill-health 
retirement and DS Martin and 
DC Porter were granted pen- 
sions, although the force 
“deeply regretted" disciplinary 
action could not take place. • 
■ Detective Superintendent 



Tbny Lundy o! Scotland Ynd re- 
tired on medical grounds. He was 
investigated after a number of 
very serious allegations, includ- 
ing corruption and fabrication of 
evidence. He was filmed running 
in the London marathon 10 days 
before his medical examination 
which stated that he was not fit 
to al before a polke tribunal. Mr 
Lundy now fives in Spain, re- 
ceiving his enhanced pension. 
■Chief Superintendent David 
Duckworth, then 48, the senior 
officer at the Hillsborough dis- 
aster, retired after suffering 
post-traumatic stress. He had 
been suspended by the South 
Yorkshire force and was due to 
face a disciplinary tribunal over 
his conduct at the stadium. • 


Injured: A sprained anlde has forced Juliette Binoche to abandon her Oscars duties 


By Darid lister ‘ 

AnsNewsEditor 

AT THE Oscars there was an ab- 
sentee last night as actress Juli- 
ette Brooch h was forced to puU 
out of presenting an award after 
spraining her ankle in JLondbnat 
the weekend. 

Hie star, who scooped a sup- , 
porting actress Oscar for 77ie ' 
£ngtisb Patient last year, badly , 
sprained her ankle on Saturday ; 
night at lbeAhneida Theatre, Is- , 
lington, London, where she is : 
starring in Naked. 

An Almeida Theatre spokes- 
woman said: “It's a bad sprain, 
but it b not broken. Otwioudy she 
is disappointed and had been 
looking forward to presenting the 
supporting actress Oscar, after 
winning it last year. Fortunately 
no performances will have to be 
cancelled because there was no 
show today or tomorrow anyway 
because she was supposed to be 
in Los Angeles.” 

The spokeswoman added that 
the star was scheduled to return 
to the sell-out play tomorrow. 

Even before the Oscar cere- 
mony began, one Hollywood 
film had won a clean sweep of 
awards - and its creator refused 
to turn up to accept them. 

In the annual Golden Rasp- 
berry Foundation's awards, 
Kevin Costner's epic The Post- 
man was voted worst film and 
Costner, its director and star, was 
judged worst actor. For good 
measure the movie also won 
worst director, screenplay and 
song. Costner's feat was almost 
matched by Demi Moore wbo 
was voted worst actress for the 
second consecutive year. This 
year it was for G1 Jane. Last year 
it was for Striptease. 

Speed 2: Cruise Control won 
for worst sequel. 


Correction 

We wish to correct errors in our 
front page story, “16 Cathedrals 
invest in arms firms" (23 
March). 

Contrary to our report, St. 
Chads Roman Catholic Cathe- 
dral in Bi rmingham has no 
shareholdings whatsoever but 
relies on the generosity of its 
congregation. 


While it was wrong to say 
that the Cathedral owns £25m 
worth of shares in Lucas Veri- 
ty and Rolls Royce, the Arch- 
diocese of Birmin gham didown 
a much smaller shareholding in 
these companies, around 
£210,000, but sold them sever- 
al years ago. 

The Archdiocese has an eth- 


ical investment policy and now 
bolds no shares associated with 
the arms trade. The Campaign 
Against the Anns Bade, who 
provided research for the arti- 
cle, told us that the Diocese had 
in fact informed them earlier 
this year that these sharehold- 
ings had been disposed of. 1 
i The Campaign apologises to 


the Diocese for inducting it on 
the list provided to us. We also 
wish to point out that, the val- 
ue given for Lichfield Cathe- 
dral's shareholding in Vickers 
was incorrect, and should have 
been stated as around £3.500. 

We apologise to all con- 
cerned for any embarrassment 
caused. 
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Norton Scotland wiB becokfcrthan recertBywith 
any spefcandtowreol ran. start and momton 
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S England 
Wales 
C England 
N England 
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MICHAEL 
HANLON 
WEATHER 
WISE 

A BIG sigh of relief all round 
a few days ago, when it was an- 
nounced that we would not, 
after ail, be having a dose en- 
counter of the most unpleas- 
ant kind in October 2028. 

But what would have hap- 
pened if asteroid 1997XF11 
had hit the Earth? This is not 
kfle speculation. An object a 
few times larger than XF11 
slammed into what is now 
Mexico only 65 million years 
ago, and managed to wipe out 
not only the dinosaurs, bul pret- 
ty well aO land animals larger 
than a labrador. This will 


happen again, sooner or later. 

A major asteroid strike 
would throw a large spanner 
into the delicate worltings of 
our dimate. If it hit the ocean, 
a tump of space debris a mite 
across would be able to punch 
a hole dean into the sea floor, 
liquefying iL Shockwaves 
would generate huge tsunami, 
killing millions. Clouds of 
steam would be released into 
the upper atmosphere. 

Water vapour is a power- 
ful greenhouse gas. and it 
might be expected that the 
catastrophe amid lead to run- 
away global warming. In fact, 
it would probably be more 
likely to cause something akin 
to a “nuclear winter", as the 
sunlight was blocked by plan- 
et-wide haze. 

A land strike would be lit- 
tle better. Huge quantities of 
dust would be thrown into the 
stratosphere, blocking ibe 
sunlight for decades and caus- 
ing global cooling. It is prob- r )i 
ably this that did for the , 
dinosaurs. ■ : _ 

It would be wise not to/ *., 
throw away all our oucleaif.:^ 
bombs four only realistic hopeC '* 
of deflecting one of thesS-/ 
space monsters) just yet. 
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IN THE latest tremor to strike 
the book world, America’s 
laigesi publishing company, Rau- 
dom House, whose authors in- 
clude Michael Crichton, Nonnan 
Mailer and John Updike, was 
sold yesterday to the German 
media behemoth, Bertelsmann. 

Ending weeks of speculation 
over its next move, the voracious 

Bertel sm a nn , already the world’s 
third largest media company 
after Disney and Time Turner, 
confirmed it is buying Random 
‘Ijpuse for an undisclosed mm 
- The disposal of Random 
House by its owner. Advance 
Publications, spells a radical re- 
alignment of New York’s peren- 
nially self-absorbed publishing 
industry. Advance is owned by 
Si Nerw house, who also controls 
the Cond£ Nast stable of mag- 
azines as well as the venerable 
weekly, the New Yorker. 

While refusing to offer de- 
tails. Mr Newhouse said he was 
letting go of Random House to 
focus his group’s energies on the 
magazine c hain as well as Ad- 
vance’s newspaper and cable 
television interests. Cond£ Nast 
titles include Vanity Fan; GQ 
Magazine and Vogue. Among Mr 
Newhouse *s most loyal officers 
i ‘fina Brown, the British edi- 
tor of New Ybrker , and former- 
ly the editor of Vanity Fair. 

It is difficult to gain detailed 
insight into the fortunes of the 
New Yorker; or indeed any of Mr 
Newfaouse’s ventures because 
Advance rem^aprivatelyheki 
company, as does Bertelsmann. 

Ms Brown’s husband, 
Harold Evans, the former 
day Tones editor, was. head.of - 
Random House until last No- 
vember, when he resigned and 
tOj^k sanctuary back in the 
newspaper world at the Daily 


News, the New York tabloid 
owned by Mort Zudrcrman. 

Bertels mann, Europe’s 
largest media conglomerate, is 
based in the small north Ger- 
man town of Gflterelohand 
made its money out ofbibles in 
die first century of its exis- 
tence. Most of its shares are 
owned by a charity, which con- 
trols the weekly Die 7+if ■ 

Solid, reliable and conserva- 
tive are the epithets used in con- 
nection with flie company setup 
in 1835 which now employs 
6CyXJ0 people in 50 countries. Not 
a lot happened in Guterslah un- 
til 1946. when its owner, Rwnhar H 
Mohnwtio still cycles to head of- 
fice in his home town, returned 
from a Prisoner-of-Wlar camp in 
Kansas. From America Mr Mahn 
had brought one big idea: book 
dubs. Within four years, the 
Bertelsmann dubs had 1 million 
members. In 1962, it went in- 
ternational, setting up the first 
book dnb in Spain. 

In 1969 it made its first mar 
jor acquisition in the German 
magazine market, taking a con- 
trolling stake in publishers 
Gruner & Jahrand suddenly 
owning bright publications, such 
as Stem and the women’s mag- 
azine Brifftte, as well as weeklies 
in Britain, the US and Austria. 
From magazines Mr Mobn’s 
progress led to the music in- 
dustry, followed by television, 
films and the so-caOed “new me- 
dia”, including on-line services. 

The purchase by a German' 
conglomerate of Random 
House, publisher of Robert . 
Harris’s fictional oeuvre about 
the global triumph of Nazi Ger- 
many that did not happen, Fa- 
therland - is certain to raise 
concern about Bertelsmann's 
tightening grip on US publish- 
ing. The transaction must heap- > 
proved by US regulators. 

Latest chapter, page 23 



The man from 
Vogue who 
cares little 
for fashion 


Si Newhouse: No one's idea of patrician 


Photograph; Roc Gal ella/Tom Wargacki 


FAMOUS NAMES . ” 

Random 

Verts PtidGp Rotfi,NonruinMafler t John 

Angdoti, 
"*>§£ ;.lMdc - i^idrnoy. 





a year; despite the efforts of its edreor, Tina 
Brown: Nevertheless, Newhouse Is. 
' thought to fike it because of tite kudos it 
giys .HjQfi.and his publishing empire. 

A^FAN. yy- yV ’ 

: YWth that other reciasive millionaire, 
andfriencLCharies Saatchi, Si New- 
‘ bouseis one. of the world's biggestpri- 
ooIJectorio^ 

- iii W88- h^,|Wld fl7nrt for: Jasper 
johraV painting False Starts, the high- 
est' f^loe. paidat that .time for .the' 


work erf a living artist, and he owns 
a large, number of Lucian Freud 
works. 

LATE STARTER 

Newfiouse is something of a lace starter. 
Acoilqge dropout he was a rich lad with 
'Safe to, do until fie was 50 l It was only then, 
shortly before Ms father's death in 1979, 
that he was given a senior, poshjon m his 
fatberS puhiishing ixumess; unril then he 
had never been misted with anything but 
lqwiy positions. 


IN THE 
NEWS 


SI NEWHOUSE 


lb look at his magazines, and 
bis shortened first name. Si 
Newhouse, 70, seems like a pa- 
trician member of America's 
old-established typer class. The 
most famous of his magazines, 
like the New Yorker and tunny 
Fair; chronicle the goings-on of 
the political and cultural elite 
of America and the world, so 

you would imagine the man who 

emus them could be lifted from 
their pages, writes Paul Mc- 
Cann. 

In fact, he is the grandson of 
East European immigrants who 
spoke no English and at just a 
little over five feet tail is not any- 
one’s idea of patrician. And for 
a man who owns GQ and I og/ue, 
he is reputed to be something 
of a shabby dresser. In compa- 
ny he is known to be quietly spo- 
ken and unimpressive. 

The great love of his life is 
reported to be his dog. He 
holds parlies for it and owners 
of similar dogs. His old apart- 
ment on the upper East Side of 
Manhattan had stairs going to 
the windows so the dog could 
look out. Yet. without the per- 
sonality traits of other media 
moguls, Newhouse is successful 
indeed. His personal worth has 
been put at $L5bn (£2.7bn) by 
Forbes magazine, two places 
ahead of Rupert Murdoch in its 
list of the world’s rich. 

He inherited a middling 
newspaper business from his fa- 
ther Sam in 1979 and turned it 
into a $13bn empire which to 
this day is owned by the New- 
house family. It includes 29 
newspapers, Condfi Nast mag- 
azines, until yesterday the pub- 
lishing firms of Random House, 
Knopf and Crown, the New 


Ybrker magazine and American 
TV cable franchises with 1 mil- 
lion subscribers. 

His editors arc famously 
well treated and on appoint- 
ment often receive a six-figure 
personal cheque from New- 
house to help buy a Manhattan 
apartment. New York wags es- 
timate thut trendy eateries 
usually have half their covers 
paid for by ‘Uncle Si’ and his 
generous expense accounts. 

Yet this soft-spoken, gener- 
ous man can he as hard as nails. 
Editors who thought them- 
selves dose to him have read 
about their sackings in rival pub- 
lications. The decision to sell 
Random House is ascribed lo 
the same part of his character 
that likes to create waves and 
shock. He wQ] arrive at Condc 
Nast headquarters in New York 
before dawn and is famous for 
prowling the building, firing 
memos from yellow legal pads 
that wrongfoot and instil fear in 
employees. Unlike belter- 
known magnates. Newhouse 
has a reputation for political 
neutrality and freedom for his 
editors. 

Brother Donald runs the 
newspaper division and the sale 
of Random House has been in- 
terpreted by some as the fam- 
ily looking to make a neat 
transfer of power to the next 
generation. Ncwhousc’s chil- 
dren are not keen to play big 
pails in the business. So nephew 
Jonathon Newhouse. who looks 
after the international magazine 
division, is tipped to step into 
Si’s shoes looking after the 
whole magazine division. An- 
other nephew. Steven, is re- 
putedly being groomed to take 
over from Donald at the helm 
of the newspapers. In one the- 
ory the need for family control 
meant Random House had to 
sold because the Steven and 
Jonathan inheritance plan 
leaves no one to look after the 
book publishing. 
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Bomb-site likely latcls make £580m 
fortune from sale of car parks 


By Randeep Ramesh 
and Michael Harrison 



FOR MANY, there is little to 
be gained from the nation’s car 
parks. But for one pair of likely 
lads, there are, in fact, 580 mil- 
lion reasons to be interested — 
a” | they all have the Queen’s 
head on them. 

Former leading seaman Sir 
Donald Gosling and ex-sol - 
(tier Ronald Hobson have long 
been trailed as the “car-park 
kings of Britain”. Yesterday’s 
£80Gm buy-Kjut of their NPC 
empire, saw them not just re- 
linquish the throne, but abol- 
ish the monarchy. 

The founders of the com- 
pany - with more than 500. 
sites in Britain and owner of the 
breakdown service Green Flag 
- pocketed £5 80m after selling 
the business to an American 
company. Mr Hobson, Sir Don- 
ald and their family trusts, be- 
tween them own 72.5 per cent 
of the group, which has been 
sold to Cendant Corporation for 
£S00m._ 

Their story is the stuff that 
post-war .&itisb ■ films were 
made of,- Ron Hobson, a de- 
rnobbed former seamen with a 
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Sir GNMialcft: £800m buy-out 


brain for business and nose for 
mo n ey-making ventures, saw 
the potential for developing 
bomb-stricken sites in London 
which led to a chance meeting 
with Don Gosling, in 1948 a 
trainee surveyor with Westr 
mins ter Gty Oouncfl. After a 
dinner, the pair bought a bomb 
site in Red Lion Square, Holr 
bora, for £200 and converted it 
to a carpark. 

The business started trading 
as Central Car Parks and with- 
in a decade the two founders 
had built up a chain of a dozen 
dry-centre car parks. They took 


over National Car Parks from 
the family of a Colonel Lucas 
in 1958 and began their rapid 
espansion- 

. Whether the two knew that 
the motor-car would become of 
the cylinders in society’s engine 
or property prices would go 
sky hjgh is rwt clear. What is not 
difficult to say is that the duo’s 
remarkable rise places them 
among of the best British 
business-people of their gener- 
ation. 

Tbday NCP runs 500 car 
parks, while the company’s 
other main business, the road- 
side breakdown and recovery 
service Green Flag, has 3 5 
million members. 

But whereas Sir. Donald 
plays the flasby,jack-the-lad, Mr 
Hobson - widely regarded as 
the brains - is the quiet/redu- 
sive partner. Mr Hobson even 
tinned down a knighthood in 
Harold Wilson’s “lavender list” 
because he feared it would at- 
tract too much attention. 

Sir Donald, meanwhile, has 
never been far the pages of the 
nation’s newspapers. His friends 
include Mrs Thatcher and 
veteran journalist Chapman 
Pincher. He also pledged £Sm 


towards a Royal yacht to replace 
Britannia - wittOy remarking 
‘That it should come to HM be- 
ing bailed out by a glorified 
parking attendant”. 

One piece of publicity nei- 
ther pair wanted was the messy 
take-over of a smaller rival 
Europarks. NCP did swallow up 
its smaller competitor- but not 
before the company and some 
senior managers were accused 
of a spying campaign against 
Ear op arks. 

The episode left the com- 
pany with a disregard for many 
journalists - to the point where 
the enmity saw the company 
refuse basic information to 
Parking Review ^ the industry’s 
trade paper. 

Now it appears, it is NCP’s 
turn to be gobbled up. Cendant, 
the new owners, is one of Amer- 
ica’s biggest corporations, with 
a stodemarket value of S30bn. 

The American giant said it 
planned to invest heavily in IT 
systems for the NCP network so 
that customers could in future 
pay by credit card at automatic 
booths. It also aims to move fur- 
ther into management of local 
authority-owned car parks. 

. Business Outlook, page 25 




Lolita film cleared for screening uncut 



A FILM, of the controversial 
child sex navel Lolita has been 
passed uncut by the chief cen- 
sor for viewing in cinemas na- 
tionwide. 

Andreas Whittam Smith* 
the new president of the British 
Boartf of FShn Classification, has 
granted -the movie an 18 cer- 
. tificate after consulting police 
and rtuM psychfatrists to ensure 
it does not condone pe- 
dophilia. 

The film, starring Jeremy 
Irons as: 



ally precocious under-age gH> 
has attracted concern from 
anti-pornography groups that it 
coukt break obscenity taws. 

. But MrWhioam Smith, who 
look over at the helm of the 


Legah Dominique Swain and Jeremy Irons in LoBta 


BBFC in January, said the fibn 
handled its subject responsibly 
by showing the relationship as 
both wrong and disastrous. 

He said: “Whatever decision 

wasmadeorathisfilmitwasgo- 

ing to be ccmtroveisial, whether 


we gave it a ; certificate or 
banned it. . 

“We were very aware erf the 
feelings which this subject gen- 
erates, but we have been ex- 
tremely . thorough in seeking 
Opinions from authoritative- 


sources. 

“At the end of the day, it is 
a portrayal which shows a tor- 
mented, agonising and evil re- 
lationship which ends up 
hurting everybody concerned. I 
am satisfied it cannot be seen 

as corrupting or encouraging of 
paedophilia.” * 

The film’s director, Adrian 
Lyne, used a 19-year-old body 
double to film physical scenes 
in the movie which - like the 
original novel by Vladimir 
Nabokov - details the sexual re- 
lationship between Humbert 
and Lolita. 

Nabokov’s novel was first 
published in Britain in 1959- It 
is used as an exam text in 
schools and studied widely at 
universities. 


In the time it takes 
to read this ad. someone will 

be burgled. 

We make no apologies for 
alarming you. 
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Eton: satisfactory, but could do better 


Inspectors praise 
top public school, 
but say some 
lessons are didactic 
and boring. Judith 
Judd reports 

TEACHERS at Eton. Britain’s 
most famous public school, have 
been complimented by inspec- 
tors on their scholarship but told 
to use less “chalk and talk". 

An inspection report on the 
558-year old school, which 
charges parents £14.000 a year, 
is generally positive but says that 
some teachers tend to lecture 
their pupils and should vary 
their teaching methods more. 

The report also takes issue 
with the way the curriculum is 
arranged. It points out that ge- 
ography is not offered lo boy's 
in their first year at the school, 
and only for two periods a 
week in the following year. 

Pupils arc praised for their 
“exemplary" behaviour and 
high attainment though they are 
“sometimes apparently lacking 
in intellectual curiosity." Boring 
lessons arc usually to blame for 
the fact that they are at times 
Loo reliant on their teachers' 
guidance. In dynamic lessons 
they are much more critical. 

The inspection was carried 
out under the public schools’ 
self-inspection regime with a 
team mainly of independent 
school heads and teachers led 
by a retired member of Her 
Majesty’s Inspectorate. In- 
spectors praise teachers' “high 
standards of professional 
knowledge and scholarship” 



Exempfaryr Well-behaved pupils during their first day at £J4,000-a-year Eton, which gets a Cf»us from the inspectors 


and high expectations but add 
that “in many departments, 
while strong expository teach- 
ing was widespread, consistent 
attention to aspects of teaching 
methods ... could be deficient”. 

In modern languages, for in- 
stance, “in many lessons, the 
over-ckxninant part played by the 
teacher reduced the role of the 
pupils to simple reaction rather 


than active participation.” 

Boarding at Eton is impres- 
sive, says the report, with house- 
masters who are “immensely 
caring and knowledgeable 
about their charges". There is 
a wide range of extra-curricu- 
lar activities including sub aqua, 
windsurfing, philosophy and 
wine-tasting. 

John Lewis, the school’s 
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head, whose leadership is high- 
ly praised, said teachers were al- 
ready examining their methods 
as part of a programme of pro- 
fessional development But he 
pointed out that the tradition- 
al methods criticised by the in- 
spectors were often effective: 
the modern languages depart- 
ment achieved outstanding re- 
sults. “I recall the comment of 


BBC 

defies 

lottery 

critics 

BBC GOVERNORS have giv- 
en their full backing to a con- 
troversial new lottery game 
show. The Big Ticket, writes ftnl 
McCann. 

The corporation unveiled 
details of the show yesterday 
and insisted that it was “giving 
information” about scratch- 
cards. not “promoting” them 
and so was not in breach of its 
charter. A claim that was im- 
mediately dismissed as “a load 
of cobblers” by Gerald Kauf- 
man, chairman of Jtarliament’s 
media select committee. 

MR ate unhappy that The 
Big Ticket will require contestants 
to purchase the new £2 “TV 
Dreams” scrafchcards to win 
places oa the dww and dot view- 
ers wbovdsh to play at home will 
also need to buy the cards. 
There has also been concern that 
the contestants for the show are 
chosen by Camelot, the Na- 
tional Lottery operator and that 
the prize money comes from 
Camelot -which seems to con- 
travene the BBC’s guidelines. 

The new show - to be pre- 
sented by Anthea Timer and 
Patrick Kelty-is thought to be 
the most expensive game show 
ever on British television. The 
16-week run is thought to have 
cost£50CL000anepf^deandm- 
vdves celebrities playing action- 
packed games on behalf of 
scratcbcard winners. 

Mr Kaufman wants the show 
to be banned and the issue will 
be debated in the Commons to- 
morrow night. 


a head who was told that lessons 
in his school were didactic. He 
replied that that was a jo% good 
thing too.” 9 

On the curriculum, Mr 
Lewis questioned whether the 
inspectors had grasped the mer- 
its of Eton's unconventional 
timetable. Geography was left 
out in the first year because 
nearly all pupils did French 


and Latin GCSE in two years. 
That allowed them a very wide 
choice of interesting and chal- 
lenging subjects once they 
reached theft GCSE year. 

Asked whether he thought 
the report was fair, he said 
that the inspectors had done a 
thorough job. “We were very 
pleased with many of the find- 
ings. It shows that this is a bard- 


Photograph: Peter Macdlarmid 


working, committe d school with 
boys who are wanting and ex- 
pecting to go places. But it is 
only a snapshot. It is primarily 
an academic report We didn't 
feel they fully grasped the im- 
portance of what goes on out- 
side the classroom in a boarding 
school or understood some of 
the things which are individual 
to us." 


Train carrying nuclear fuel derailed 


A train carrying fuel flasks to a nuclear power 
station was derailed yesterday.The front two 
wheels of the locomotive pulling two empty flasks 
to the Heysham nuclear plant in Lancashire left 
the rails between the power station and More- 
cambe. 

' Plant operators Nuclear Electric described the 
incident as “very minor?. But anti-nuclear cam- 
paigners said it underlined the dangers of trans- 
porting cud ear fuel by rail. 

Spent fuel from the two Heysham advanced 
gas cooled reactors is transported to the SeUafield 
reprocessing plant in Cambria every week. The 
empty flasks are then taken back to the Heysham 
site. 

£90m boost to raise 
computers skills 

CENTRES of excellence are to be set up across 
Britain to tackle the shortage of people with com- 
puter skills, David Bhmkett, the Secretary of State 
for Education, announced yesterday. 

Colleges, companies and training and enter- 
prise councils are being invited to bid for a slice 
of a £90m fund to help people update theft com- 
puter skills. Mr Biunkett said at least 40 centres, 


An investigation was launched by rail in- 
spectors, Railtrack and the freight company EWS, 
who were transporting the flasks. 

A Railtrack spokesman said: “At no time was 
there any danger to any member of the public. 
But we take any form of derailment very, very 
seriously and investigate it accordingly.” 

Emergency services were called to the scene. 
Special lifting gear had to be called in to hoist 
the locomotive's front axle back on to the track. 

A Nudear Electric spokeswoman said the 52- 
tonne forged^stecl flasks had been tested lo with- 
stand lOOmph collisions and the aeddent would 
have presented no danger even if the flasks had 
been fulL 
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turing, would be set up by the end of the year, fined and given a six-month driving ban by 

— Ben Russefl Leicester magistrates for motor in g offences. 

Carer’s drug cocktail Man on sex charges 


A SENIOR care assistant, who was suffering from 
depression, gave an overdose of sedatives to a res- 
ident in an old people’s home believing that the 
victim wanted to die, an Old Bailey court was told. 

Joyce Franklin gave the cocktail of drugs to 
Dorothy Oementson, 93, but the elderly woman 
survived. Franklin, 40, from Guildford. Surrey, ad- 
mitted a charge of administering a noxious thing 
so as to endanger life and was remanded on bail 


A 40- YEAR-OLD m an was remanded in custody 
for three days when he appeared before magis- 
trates in Leeds yesterday charged with two sex 
attacks. 

Clive Barwell, of Wortley. Leeds - who did 
not speak during the three-minute hearing- faces 
two allegations of kidnap, one allegation of rape, 
one allegation of indecent assault on a woman 
and two allegations of robbery. 


Scar healer goes on sale 


A TRANSPARENT sticking plaster which can 
erase unsightly scars will today be made avail- 
able to the public for the first time. 

The adhesive gel sheet causes red, raised scats 
to flatten and fade over two to four months. C5ca- 


Care, made by the London-based pharmaceu- 
tical company Smith & Nephew, is used in hos- 
pitals to treat scarring caused by bunts, injuries 
or surgery. From today, it wfli also be sold over 
the counter at selected Boots stores. 


FA holds* 
fire on 
club 
sleaze 
claims 

By Louise Jury 

< UnniM, lln 

THE FOOTBALL Association 
said yesterday that the Nw^' 
castle United sleaze allegation* 
had strengthened its ioteniioa 
to introduce u code of conduct 
for clubs. But it has been ad- 
vised against bringing disriptf. ‘ 
nary action while the chib’s 
position remains unclear. 

A statement is due from 
Newcastle United Me today, 
when it announces its half- 
yearly results to the City, and the 
club will find it impossible to 
dodge the question of its raan- 
aeomenl crisis. Stock market 
rules meant that no statement 
could be issued before the fig- 
ures were released. 

Chairman Freddy Shepherd 
and vice-chairman Dougl^L 
Hall, both major shareholders 
in the chib. haw faced a barrage 
of criticisms over allegations in 
the Men* of the World that they 
indulged in sex and drinking ses- 
sioas aamnd the world. They 
were quoted calling Newcastle 
women “dogs" and mocking 
players. 

Three non-executive direc- 
tors. Sir Terence Harrison, John 
Mayo and Denis Cassidy, have 
made clear their concern over 
the claims and were* expected to 
raise them at a eruneh meeting 
of the board yesterday. 

The directors, who faced 
calls of “Sack the board” from 
fans as they entered St James’ 
Park yesterday, were locked in 
discussions nearly all day. W 

Graham Kelly, the Rwtbali 
Association's chief executive, 
said the allegations surrounding 
MrShcphcnJ and Mr Hall were 
“deeply damaging". 

“The anger of suppurters is 
utterly understandable. They 
have deserved better, much 
better," Mr Kelly said. 

In response to criticisms 
that tiie Football Association 
was doing nothing, Mr Kelly 
said it had been advised that dis- 
ciplinary action was not the x0i 
forward at this stage. “Our le- 
gal advice has been clear, we 
should await a statement then 
action by Newcastle United." 

But he said the FA was giv- 
ing urgent consideration to pro- 
posals from Sir John Smith, the 
former deputy commissioner of 
the Metropolitan Police, in a re- 
port for the association. 

“His recent report called 
for a code of conduct by which 
all those active in the game can 
be judged. Such a code would 
be bound to reflect the lessons 
learned in recent days.” 

Jim Cousins, the Labour MP 
for Newcastle Central, has also 
called for Northumbria Police^ 
investigate because the allega- 
tions “are seriously damaging „ 
to the good name of the city” 

A spokesman for the force 
said they would be trawling 
the evidence to see if any of- 
fences had been committed. 

As the storm surrounding 
Mr Shepherd and Mr Hall, the 
son of former chairman Sir 
John Hall, showed no signs of 
acting, Tony Banks, the sports 
minister, added his voice to calls 
for the men’s resignation. 

Sir John Hall, the wealthy 
businessman whose money 
helped Newcastle to success, has 
been tipped fora return to the 
chairmanship if his son steps 
down. But Kevin Miles, chair- 
man of Newcastle Independent 
Supporters’ Association, sug- 
gested that not all fans would 
welcome Sir John’s return. 
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Irish feng shui 

Having removed tile Union Jack from his of- 
fice wall, refused 10 toast the Queen at his of- 
ficial inauguration dinner and launched the first 
St Patricks Day parade in the city's histoiy, 
Belfast’s mayor, Alban Maginness, would 
now like to redesign the city’s council cham- 
ber. Currently Unionists confront nationalists 
on opposing red leather benches, but Mr Mag- 

inhess, the first Roman Catholic lord mayor 
in Belfast’s history, wishes this could change. 
Yesterday he told the New York Tames: Td like 
to make this a horseshoe. People are in the 
same room, but they’re not realty e nga ging ” 
Perhaps a lucky horseshoe is not an inappro- 
priate format for the Northern Irish debate. 

A terminal degree 

Are yon a very, very mature student? The 
University of Reading is initiating the 
world's first masters degree course in death 
and society. That just might prove of 
interest to anyone who is contemplating 
life's ultimate frontier. Pandora was 
intrigued to read that the course will bring 
together a wide range of scholars to study 
“the social aspects of death". Could this 
include dates with death, death dances, 
perhaps even deathly dull parties? The 



ISO years for the guide to 
who’s who and what’s what 



university says “the course can be taken 
full-time or part-time*. Mercifully, there is 
no mention of final exams. 

Lib Dem cured 

When Brian Cotter, Lib Dem MP for West- 
on-super-Mare, could hot obtain any relief for 


lire symptoms of 
a mystery ainess 
some time ago 
he turned in 
desperation to a 
Chinese herbal- 
ist practitioner. 

In a matter of 
minutes, bis 
complaint was 
diagnosed as 
kidney trouble. 

Traditional Chi- 
nese remedies 
were prescribed. 

Not only was he soon feeling betterjjut Mr 
Cotter found that his thinning hair was be- 
coming thicker and healthier. This week he is 
part of an all-party visit to China. No doubt 
his souvenir shopping will include a visit Lo a 
local pharmacy, but not for tiger balm. Mr Cot- 
ter recently tabled an early day motion urg- 
ing the European Union to halt the 
importation and sale of tiger bones. Don't you 
just love those Lib Dems? 

Standing Scot 

The new Scottish parliament is proving lo 
be a powerful magnet for the international 
Hibernian diaspora. Pandora has learnt of a 
long-distance hid for the Labour candidates 1 
list from Mike Ehick, c ur re n t ly in Capetown 
serving as adviser to the African national 
Congress chief whip in the Sooth African 
parliament. He has impeccable credentials, 
having previously served die late Labour 
leader John Smith as a special adviser 
whose duties Included sharing a “wee 
dram*. Mr Brick hails from Aberdeen; a 
fact that his curriculum vitae will not 
require an electron-microscope to reveal. 

Young slackers 

Hamley’s, the Regent Street toy emporium, 
released its results yesterday (profits up 10 per 
cent at £7.6m) and, along the way, revealed 
an insight into the latest thinking of the na- 
tion’s pre-pubescent girls. Apparently, the 
Sporty Spice Girl doll has fallen below the 
Scaiy Spice doll's record in sales; only one in 
twelve of the" “girl power” toys sold is now 
Sporty. Witch out for a slump in health and 
fitness shares as a new “slacker” generation 
seems to be oh the way. 

Pandora 


By Kate Watson-Smyth 

WHILE some of the most fa- 
mous celebrities in the world 
partied the night away at post- 
Oscar bashes last night, there 
was a much more discreet gath- 
ering in London, attended by 
anyone who really is anyone. 

Among the famous faces 

sippin g rfwmpagnp and nibbling 

canapes, a group of shadowy fig- 
ures circulated, making polite 
conversation without once re- 
vealing their identity. 

It was not an MI 6 recruiting 
drive, but the 1 5 Olh anniversary 
parly for Who's Who and the 
anonymous characters were its 
compilers. Their identity re- 
mains a closely guarded secret 
lo prevent bribes or pleas for in- 
clusion. Should you ring the of- 
fice you will not be told the 
identhy of the person to whom 
you are speaking. Should you 
meet them at a parly, they will 
tell you only that they work in 
publishing. If pressed, they will 
add only that they publish ref- 
erence books. 

But they were there, along 
with 235 people who are among 
the 30,000 entries in the latest 
edition. Among those who ac- 
cepted an invitation were Lord 
Menuhin, the youngest person 
ever to be included at IS; Ben 
Elton; Germaine Greer; and 
Dame Barbara Cartiahd, who 
has the longest entiy, of 221 
lines. 

“We couldn’t ask them all so 
we went for people known to us, 
people who are fun,” said Char- 
lotte Burrows, a spokeswoman 
for publishers A&C Black. 
“There were a lot of people 
from the media, the literary 
world and publishing, but not all 
of them, and we thought h was 
an interesting mix of people.” 

An invitation to join the 
ranks of those listed in Who's 
Who is viewed as a sign that one 
has “arrived”, but every year 
there is fierce criticism about 
those who have been left out 
No one knows why some peo- 
ple are chosen and others not 
-the methods of selection, like 
the selectors, are secret. CUla 
Black, for instance, is in; Sting 
is not. Win Carling is in; Gazza 




Mick Jagger. Once 
left out of Who’s 
Who, he now 
ignores invitations 
to be included 

Douglas Adams: 
Strange pastime 
Susan Hampshire: 
Discrepancy over 
date of birth 



Facts and figures 


Notable recreations 

Michael Atherton: ‘Is cricket 
Still a recreation?" 

Beryl Bainbridge: sleeping 
Graham Clarke: collecting 
toast rads 

Anthony Clive Vdrteg Evans: 
avoiding dinner parties 

Stephen Fry smoking, 
drinking, swearing, pressing 
wild flowers 

Glenda Jackson: reading Jane 
Austen 

Thomas Maibaum: 
memorising the films of Mel 
Brooks 

Andrew Marr. talking 
Adam Mars-Jones baby- 
sitting 

Naomi Mitchison: suiviving 
so far 

Terry Pratchett letting the 
mind wander 
Tim Rice: chickens 

Ins and outs 

In: Bamber Gascoigne 

Out ftml Gascoigne 

In: Jimmy Young 

Out Kirsty Young 

In: Edward Fox 

Out: Samantha Fox 

In: Peter Bow les 

Out Camilla Farker- Bowles 

In. Delia Smith 

Out Mel Smith 

In: Fenella Fielding 

Out: Helen FjcMing 

Statistics: 

New entries: 1313 
New entries 
who are MPs: 327 
Total number 
of train-spotters: 3 

Willfam Hartston 


is not Nor is Mick Jagger - but 
Ms Burrows would like to set 
the record straight “In the ear- 
ly Seventies bis agent was bad- 
gering us to include the band 
but the editor said they might 
all be barrow boys by the fol- 
lowing year and wanted to wait 
a while. 

“Then the agent arrived at 
the office with a barrowful of 
roses but his pleas were ignored 
A few' years later invitations 
were extended to the band - as 


they have been every year since 
- but Mick has ignored them.” 
Other notable “refuseniks” 
include the Barclay twins and' 
Thry Rowland. But for those 
who do accept the invitation, 
their autobiographical entries 
make fascinating reading. 
George Bernard Shaw listed his 
recreations as cycling, showing 
off and anything except sport 
Cecil Rhodes penned an en- 
thusiastic account of his many 
pastimes including “rides daily 


for two hours at 6am, reads 
chiefly the classics, of which he 
has a fine collection ... via is his 
lions every day when he can." 

In the current edition the au- 
thor Douglas Adams professes 
to spend his free time staring 
out of the window, and Stephen 
Kramer QC opts for “paying the 
telephone bills for two 
teenagers”. 

There is also the delicate 
question of age. Actors are, not 
surprisingly, the worst offend- 


ers. Susan Hampshire gives her 
birthday as 12 May 1942 but her 
birth certificate reveals that 
she was actually bom in 1937. 
Nanette Newman and Ken 
Dodd both lop four years off 
their respectivel935 and 1927 
birthdays and even Mohamed 
Al-Fayed is surprisingly coy, 
he was born in 1929, not 1933. 

And what of those who are 
simply left out year after year? 
dearly Victoria Adams is Not 
Posh Enough Spice. 
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Girls smoke to 
appear cool for 
their boyfriends 


Time for a break: Refreshments bang served as entries for the Nat West Arts Prize were unloaded for judging yesterday. More than 600 works 
are competing for this year’s total prize money of £36,000 Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 


By Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Corespondent 

TEENAGE girls do aot start 
smoking because they want to 
lose weight - as is popularly be- 
lieved - but rather because 
they want to appear tough and 
attract older boyfriends. 

The popular assertion that a 
continual stream of pictures of 
“fashionably emaciated’" su- 
permodels such as Kate Moss 
results in girls turning to ciga- 
rettes as weight suppressants is 
not correct, according to a new 
study into smoking in adoles- 
cence. 

The report, which looked at 
3^00 schoolchildren, wains that 
young people are not at all in- 
fluenced by jnedia warnings on 
the harm smoking causes. They 
are fully aware of the health 
risks bat just do not envisage 
themselves ever getting old 
enough to have to endure them. 
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The WhatCar? Supermini of the Year 1998 
now comes with free insurance! 

a 

That should raise a few eyebrows. 







While girls were generally 
more concerned about thin- 
ness than were boys, there was 
“little evidence to link tins con- 
cern with cigarette smoking” , 
found the t«im from the Trust 
for the Study of Adolescence. 
“Although a relationship with 
smoking behaviour and concern 
with thinness was identified 
the magnitude of this relation- 
ship was extremely small, ac- 
counting for less than 2 percent 
of the variance in smoking be- 
haviour," the report said. “It is 
very likely that this relationship 
may be moch more a function 
of a general personality trait 
such as neurotidsm than of a 
specific concern with weight.” 
Gids dismissed a fink be- 
tween smoking and weight with 
comments such as that from Al- 
ison, a Year 7 non-smoker, who 
said: “'Rubbish. Doesn’t make 
you lose weight - stopfping] eat- 
ing so much wtwM help you lose 
weight but not smoking.” 
Instead, the perception of 
smoking among -smokers and 
non-smokers alike is that smok- 
ing is “cool” and “rebellious”. 
Smokers were seen as sociable, 
exciting and party-going where- 


as n on-smokers were seen as 
sensible and quiet. Non-smok- 
ers reported pressure from 
smokers to start smoking. 

The teenagers were well 
aware of the health risks of cig- 
arette smoking but regarded it 
as cool to have a disregard for 
“old age” and long-terra health. 
They were well aware that 
cmnifing was addictive and in- 
deed used it as a reason for con- 
tinuing to snake. They also held 
positive beliefs about smoking, 
that it could aid mood and 
conce ntration. But the recital of 

health risks of smoking has be- 
come “ritualised” for many 
teenagers who “switch off” 
from such messages, prefer- 
ring to trust their own knowl- 
edge of adult smokers who did 
not seem to be suffering from 
smoking-related disease. 

The report concludes that 
health professionals should ac- 
knowledge that teenagers are 
testing out one of the most com- 
mon social representations of 
adults, and that many people 
smoke because they enjoy it. 
■ Smoking in Adolescence: Im- 
ages and Identities is published 
by Routledge, price £14.99. 


DAILY POEM 


Love among the Experts 

By E A Markham 

(For a member of the team evaluating a World Bank 
Development Project in Papua New Guinea, 1984) 

She’s one of the panel, professional 
behind a table. The talk is, as always, 
how to develop (has she been told 
of last night’s rape?) something hidden. 

Tbo late, too hot, too lacking 
in interest to come up with definitions today. 
Outside, women feed their children 
while they wait. Here, on the panel 
the lady’s breasts are covered. 

We fumble and stumble and rising to a past 
occasion, rifle the blouse for a nibble 
of wbat the past bolds. Less than before, dear God; 
but this, this is a redpe that can be digested. 

Outside, women with long breasts 
sustain the crowd, humming patience: a scene 
so like a glimpse back through centuries: the crowd 
begins to stir and shift. Inside, I join the team: 
will this work, will this work? 


This poem comes from A Papua New Guinea Sojourn ; mom 
pleasures of extie , a travel book based on E A Markham's ex- 
periences as a media co-ordinator in Papua New Guinea in 
the 1980s (Carcanet, £l6.95)JBom in Montserrat, E A 
Markham is now professor of creative writing at Sheffield Hal- 
lam University. 
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Animals 


’s sad zoos 



Two polar bears playing in their enclosure in Berlin zoo. Not all European zoos are as well kept; according to a report by RSPCA inspectors 


By Katherine Butler 
and Clare Gamer 


1 

v BRITAIN failed yesterday to 
convince the European Union 
of the need to introduce 
licensing and inspection laws 
which would crack down on 
cruelty to animals in zoos. 

British environment minis- 
ters urged their Continental 
counterparts in Brussels to 
agree that in future only zoos 
satisfying EU animal welfare in- 
spectors should receive a li- 
cence to operate. Angela 
I'Mraglc, a junior environment 
k minister, insisted that voluntary 
agreements are inadequate to 


tackle the problem of mal- 
treatment - which exists even 
at supposedly reputable zoos. 

While there was wide sup- 
port m principle for an um- 
brella directive, European 
ministers were keen that the de- 
tafl of how to run zoos should 
be left to national govern- 
ments. Germany, the Nether- 
lands and Greece would not 
even agree to a broad directive, 
saying zoo rules are better left 
to the nation stale. 

There are more than 1,000 
zoos in the IS EU member 
states and. according to a recent 
report by the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to 


Animals, many of them are 
housing rKsTr respri animals who 
are hying in cramped conditions 
and are deprived of medical at- 
tention even when they are ob- 
viously ill. 

An RSPCA undercover in- 
vestigation of Continental zoos 
found many animals in a “very 
distressed state*'. Cases in- 
cluded an elephant needing 
hospital treatment in Germany, 
a tiger dragging its back feet In 
Italy, a lioness unable to stand 
in Belgium, hippos unable to 
submerge themselves in water 
in Spain and oryx stressed by 
being placed opposite a lion en- 
closure in France. The RSPCA 


singled out Rome Zoo, the Parc 
Zoologique and the MSnagerie 
des Jardins Plantes in Pare, and 
Limburgse Zoo in Genk, Bel- 
gium, as particularly bad. 

Only a bandful of member 
states, including Britain, Ger- 
many and the Netherlands, 
have laws which are enforced. 
Even so, the RSPCA has found 
cases of mistreatment in these 
countries. ‘ 

Ministers insist that 
Britain’s zoos are “okay", but 
the campaigning group 
Zoocheck says there -are at 
least “half a dozen bad ones" 
and distressed animals even in 
the better ones. It cites Basil- 


don Zoo in Essex as failing to 
meet even “middle-ground 
expectations" for standards of 
welfare and says that the ele- 
phant enclosure at London 
Zoo is “appalling”. 

Another survey, by the Bom 
Free Foundation, also report- 
ed untreated animals, includ- 
ing an elephant in a Spanish 
zoo with a wound “as big as a 
chopping board”, and elderly 
animals which could barely 
stand up. Polar beais and big 
cals were found in surrounding 
so snail and spartan that they 
were reduced to a psychotic 
state, just pacing about. 

EU officials said the British 


initiative had “moved zoos up 
the agenda", but stressed that 
the very strong political resis- 
tance of the Germans would be 
difficult to overcome. They 
suggested that an effective 
piece of EU legislation might 
have to be put off until after the 
ratification of the Amsterdam 
Treaty which at Britain's insis- 
tence has a protocol on animal 
welfare. Germany argues that 
a strong but non-binding EU 
“recommendation” on zoos 
would be preferable to a bind- 
ing but weak directive. 

Michael Meacher, the en- 
vironment minister, stressed 
that a network of zoos through- 


out the Community could 
achieve more in conservation 
terms than individual zoos act- 
ing alone. “Zoos have a vital 
role to play in conservation 
work,” he said. 

. “Some 230 zoos in the 
Community are involved in 
programmes of action to con- 
serve 150 endangered spedes 
- ranging from the European 
oner to the Siberian tiger. A 
new directive will support this 
trend and encourage other 
zoos to follow suit.” 

Mr Meacher added: “At 
present there is evidence of 
poor standards at too many 
zoos in Europe." 


Channel 
Tunnel 
fire no 
accident 


By Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 

Eurotunnel last night confirmed 
that the 1996 Channel Tunnel 
fire, which caused £200m dam- 
age, was deliberate. Its lawyers 
bad received information from 
the investigating judge that any 
“accidental causes linked to 
the equipment and installa- 
tions have been ruled out by the 

experts. This makes a mali- 
cious act the most likely cause". 

Patrick Pbosolle, Eurotunnel 
chairman, said the conclusions 
efid not surprise him; the com- 
pany maintain ed its legal claim 
against “those responsible". 
The fire, on a lorry on a Shut- 
tle wagon, shut one of the two 
tracks and disrupted passenger 
and freight traffic for months. 

Five wagons and 15 lorries 
were destroyed by the blaze, 
which also put eight drivers in 
hospital The conclusion that 
foul play was the cause was 
made in an expert's report sent 
last week to the French judge 
beading the inquiry into the fire 
in November 1996. Eurotunnel 
ran a restricted service after the 
fire, losing millions of pounds. 

Gerald Lesigne, prosecutor 
in charge of the case, said: 
“The judge has ordered a num- 
ber of investigations ... that 
have not yet pinpointed the per- 
petrator or perpetrators." 

New safety standards were 
set after the fire exposed short- 
comings in procedures. Euro- 
tunnel wanted less intervention 
from health and safety author- 
ities, but the fire made this more 
difficult to argue. 

In January the company re- 
quested that limits on the num- 
ber of lorries it can cany on its 
HGV trains to be lifted. The re- 
quirement was one of a pack- 
age of conditions laid down by 
the Anglo-French Intergov- 
ernmental Commission - which 
regulates tunnel safety - before 
it would allow lorries through 
again. The request was turned 
down. In the fire, smoke from 
a Mazing lony engulfed the dub 
car, nearly choking those inside 
before they were rescued. 


Computer struck dumb by quirks of Welsh 


TECHNOLOGY has hit the lin- 
guistic buffets at BBC Wales's 
Cardiff headquarters where a 
new computer is refusing to un- 
derstand “the language of heav- 
en". writes Tony Heath. 

Defeated by quirks of Welsh, 
a language spoken by one in five 
of Wales’s 2.6 million people, 
the £4m box of tricks, bought 


from the United States,, is 
scratching its chips with baffle- 
ment and working to role. 

The super-fast system was 
programmed with what was 
thought to be a full Welsh vo- 
cabulary. But the way some 
Welsh words mutate in differ- 
ent contexts is proving loo 
much for it to cope with. For ex- 


ample, the Welsh word for 
“bridge” can be either “bont” 
or “pont". “Kitchen” translates 
as “cegjn" or “gegjn". 

Asked to perform simple 
tasks the screen goes blank 
and journalists preparing Welsh 
language material for Radio 
Cymru go back to first princi- 
ples with biro6 and sheets of A4. 


BBC Wiles spokesman Huw 
Rossi ter explained that although 
the system was designed to be 
bilingual it was not up to speed 
because it failed to recognise 
words used in everyday speech. 
^ new Wdsh-only system will be 
installed at no extra cost to us. 
This time we hope it will fuDy un- 
derstand the language," he said. 
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On Thursday 26th March 1998, The Independent will 
be publishing an B page report in association with 
WarerAld about the issues surrounding people’s 
co dean water and effective sanitation m the 
. developing world. 
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Essential reading 
for landlords 
and tenants 

Thinking of letting your property? 
Unsure of your rights as a tenant? 
Then get help with The Which? Guide 
to Renting and Letting. 

Whether you are renting or letting a 
house, flat or room, you need to be 
aware of your legal rights, the financial 
implications of the agreement and the 
practicalities of the landlord/tenant 
relationship. And this concise, 
accessible book coutd help you avoid 
possible pitfalls, as well as save you 
time, money aud potentially costly legal 
action, too. 

For landlords there’s advice on • what 
sort of tenancy to grant • rents and 
deposits • grounds for possession during 
a tenancy and how to obtain a court 
order. Tenants will discover • who pays 
the council tax, utility charges and repair 
bills • whether they can sublet • what to 
do about harassment or threats of 
eviction • and much, much more! 
Complete with sample letting 
agreements. The Which? Guide to Renting 
and Letting costs just £10.99 (P&P 
FREE), so why not order your copy 
NOW using the order fonn on the right? 
Full refund if not satisfied. 


Advertisement 


Get the facts 
about HRT 

Any woman approaching or going 
through the menopause today has the 
option of taking HRT - the biggest 
(and most controversial) issue in 
women's health since the advent of the 
Pill. Understanding HRT and the 
Menopause arms you with the essential 
facts to decide if it’s right for you. 
This invaluable guide from Which? will 
help you weigh up for yourself the pros 
and cons of HRT. Honest, reliable, 
informative and highly readable, it 
looks at many vital issues, including 

• symptoms and signs of the menopause 

• managing the menopause with or 
without HRT • breast cancer and the 
links between cancer and hormone 
treatment • osteoporosis • the importance 
of diet, exercise and stress management 

• the heed for regular screening and 
health checks ■ and more besides! 
Understanding HRT and die Menopause 
gives women the opportunity to take 
control at a challenging time in 
their lives and make a truly informed, 
responsible decision about their health. 
"This vital book is a must for all 
women* (Harpers & Queen), and it 
costs just £9.99 (P&P FREE), so why 
not order your copy NOW using the 
order form* on the right? Full refund if 
not satisfied. 


Thinking of buying a 
computer? 


Computers are playing an increasingly 
important part in our lives. But how 
much should you pay for a system? And 
bow do you know a PC will suit 
your needs? 

Help is at hand! Practical, 
straightforward and reliable. The 
Which? Guide to Computers explains all 
the jargon. It’s ideal for home users and 
small businesses alike and takes you, 
step by step, through the buying 
process. 

Using real-life situations to highligbr 
common problems, it tells you • what 
computers can do for you and/or your 
business • bow to avoid costly 
mistakes, and select sensibly-priced 
hardware and software that won’t be 


instantly obsolete • how to calculate 
the true cost of a system • how to get 
cost-effective user support and 
maintenance • why ‘latest’ doesn't 
always mean ‘Best’ • bow to ensure you 
buy what you need - and not what the 
salespeople want to sell you • and 
much more besides! 

This fact-packed book from Which? 
gives independent, unbiased advice and 
is essential reading for anyone planning 
to buy a computer, or who wants to get 
the most from their existing system. 

The Which? Guide to Computers costs 
just £10.99 (P&P FREE), so why not 
order your copy NOW using the order 
form below? Full refund if not 
satisfied. 


What can the Internet do for you? 


‘Email’, ‘websites’, ‘URLs’... do you 
like the idea of the Internet but find all 
the jargon that goes with it baffling? 
And do you know just how useful the 
Internet could be for you? At the touch 
of a button you could have access to 
news and weather reports, stock market 
quotations, shopping and banking 
services, travel and sport. 

Published by Which?. The Which? 
Guide to the Internet cuts through the 
terminology by providing a glossary of 
terms and giving clear, non-technical 
advice on how to make the Internet 
work for you. Using real-life case 
histories this invaluable book will help 
you explore a'll the possibilities - for 
business and for pleasure. 

Tt looks at • cost-effective access 
• getting connected • using the 
Internet to save money on 
international phone calls • keeping in 


touch with colleagues and relatives 
around the world • how to promote 
your business to an audience of 
millions • where to find free software 
and advice. 

PLUS order now and receive your 
FREE CP Rom giving you 30 "days 
unlimited access to the Internet and 
Which? Online. Which ? Online contains 
a wealth of exclusive consumer 

information from Which?. It also gives 
you access to member and Which? 
expert discussion groups, an email 
address and free webspace. 

The Which? Guide to the Internet costs 
just £9.99 (P&P FREE). However, 
should you subscribe to Which? Online 
after your free trial we'll take the price 
of the book off your first payment. So 
why not order your copy NOW Using 
the order form below? Full refund if 
not satisfied. 


To: Which?, PO Box 89. Dept ST002. Hertford, SG14 1 Tb”J 

Please send me the bookfc) indicated below, on die undemanding that 1 can return them for a full i 
refund if 1 am not completely satisfied. 

Write number of copies required in appropriate boxlesl below 

□ The Which? Guide to Computers @ £10.99 each 
D The Which? Guide to the Internet @ £959 each 

0 The Which? Guide to Renting and Letting A | £1(L9B each i 

CD Understanding HRT and the Menopause £9.99 each 5 X 

1 enclose cheque/PO for £__ (payable to Which? Ltd ) j 

OR Please charge my Masicrcardl'Visa/AnwtfDiners' Club 

Cud IT I 

number I _ l.-l. i — — 

Signed Date 
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Name Mr/Ms/Miss/Mrs . 
Address 


Postcode . 


I Orders arc normally despatched within 14 days of tweipt- 
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Talk of reshuffle is junk, says No 10 


if 


By Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

"JUNK FOOD" was fed to newspa- 
pers about Tony Blair’s next reshuf- 
fle in an attempt to stop businessmen 
being put off from taking on nainis- 
teriai roles in the Blair government, 
Whitehall sources said last night. 

A fresh spate of reshuffle stories 
that the Paymaster-General, Geof- 
frey Robinson, was to be moved from 
the Treasury to become the transport 


minister were dismissed as the “junk 
food of political journalism” by the 
Prime Minister's official spokesman. 

"Only one person knows when 
and if there will be a reshuffle, with 
a small number of people to whom 
he may or may not have indicated his 
thoughts. They do not include any- 
one who spoke to the press. All 
reshuffle stories are crap," the 
spokesman, said. 

However, there was a strong be- 
lief around Whitehall yesterday that 


the reshuffle stories were Treasuxy- 
inspired to prepare public opinion 
to avoid a move by Mr Robinson be- 
ing interpreted as punishment far us- 
ing a perfectly legal tax shelter. 
Some ministers fear that other 
businessmen would not wish to face 
similar criticism for routine business 
manoeuvres within the law. “I have 
heard businessmen saying if this is 
what you get, then it’s not worth it,” 
a ministerial source said. 

There is concern within Whitehall 


at the way that Mr Robinson has been 
hounded since il was disclosed he had 
a £12m offshore trust in Guernsey. 
As a dose friend of the Prime Min- 
ister and a Treasury minister, Mr 
Robinson has been a prime target for 
Tbry sniping, but he was the second 
minister with a background m big 
business to come under fire. 

Lord Simon, the trade minis ter in 
the Lords, the former chief executive 
of BP, was forced to sell bis oil shares 
in the company over an alleged con- 


flict of interests between his share- 
holdings and his job, after weeks of 
attacks over a blind trust, although 

he bad done no thing illegal. 

The preparation this weekend for 
a move by Mr Robinson was seen as 
an attempt to soften the blow when 
he is switched to another ministry - 
a move predicted by The Independent. 

Whether he will be moved to 
John Prescott's “super ministry” to 
replace transport minister Gavin 
Strang remains an open question. Mr 


Robinson's private finance initiative 
(PFT) tasks would fit in better with 
the Department of Trade and In- 
dustry than Mr Prescott’s Depart- 
ment of the Environment, Transport 
and the Regions, although there was 
speculation that it would be doubly 
embarrassing to have Mr Robinson 

- believed to have been on the 
board of some Maxwell companies 

- at the DTI when it published its 
report 00 the Maxwell empire. 

The lower ranks are gearing up for 


a big reshuffle, largely involving a 
round of musical chairs other than • 
sackings. Those on the move after the 1. 
first year in office could indude Alan 
Milbum. the health minister, Stephen 
Byers, schools minister, and Helen 
Liddell economic secretary to the 
Treasury. They are playing down as 
“too soon" suggestions they will be 
promoted into the Cabinet to replace 
David Clark, minister for public of- 
Bee. or Mr Strung. “Peter Munddsnu i 
will be the first in.” said one minister. 
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Mowlam 
in fraud 
crackdown 


By Colin Brown 


VOTERS should be given ID 
“swipe cards" before being 
allowed to vote to stop wide- 
spread fraud at the polls in 
Northern Ireland, an all-party 
group of MPs said last night. 

Mo Mowlam, the Northern 
Ireland Secretary, is expected to 
take action on the measures to 
curb fraud, but they will not be 
in place in time for the refer- 
endum due to be held on the 
peace process in May. 

The warning about the pos- 
sibility of polls being rigged by 
fraud came as Sinn Fein returned 
to the negotiating table and the 
two governments prepared to 
move the agenda forward today. 

The threat posed by elec- 
toral fraud to the reliability of 
polls in Ulster was raised by the 
Commons select committee on 
Northern Ireland, which said 
widespread vote-stealing was 
unacceptable but there was a 
poor record of successful pros- 
ecutions. 

The former Northern Ire- 
land MP William McCrae, a 
member of lan Paisley’s Demo- 
cratic Unionist Party, yesterday 
claimed vote stealing may have 
cost him his seat in Mid-Ulster 
at the last election, when it was 
won by the Sinn Fein chief 
negotiator, Martin McGuincss 
with a majority of 1.S83. 

The committee’s findings 
wfl! cause concern within the 
Government about ways of 
combating fraud when the 
referendums go ahead. 

The introduction of elec- 
tronic swipe cards was pro- 
posed by Pat Bradley, the chief 
electoral officer for Northern 
Ireland, who said attempts to 
stop fraud by requiring voters 
lo show medical cards had 


failed, because the cards had 
been forged. 

He identified at least three 
different types of voting fraud 
- personation, in which a voter 
impersonates someone eligible 
to vote; multiple voting, in 
which the voter may be regis- 
tered to vote in more than one 
place; and multiple registration, 
when the voter gives false ad- 
dresses. Northern Ireland polls 
also have to contend with in- 
timidation of the voters. 

Absent voting - allowing 
postal votes - rose by 38 per cent 
in Mid-Ulster between the gen- 
eral elections in 1992 and 1997, 
but the numbers increased by 
higher percentages in other 
seats, including 45 per cent in 
Belfast West, won by Gerry 
Adams, the Sinn Fein president, 
and 42 percent in Belfast East, 
won by Peter Robinson, Mr 
Paisley’s deputy. 

The committee sai± ‘Ab- 
sent voting provides a serious 
threat to the integrity of the 
electoral system in Northern 
Ireland" The MPs concluded: 
“The present list of documents 
which prove identity should be 
replaced by a new, universally * 
issued electoral card” 

The committee, chaired by 
former Northern Ireland Secre- 
tary and Toiy MP Peter Brooke, 
said “There is sufficient evidence 
of organised voting-theft to in- 
dicate that the problem of elec- 
toral malpractice is serious.” 

As Sinn Fein returned to the 
talks, David Trimble, the Ulster 
Unionist leader, called for the 
expulsion of Sinn Fein for links 
with ERA killings, in breach of 
the Mitchell principles. 

Mr Adams warned Mr Trim- 
ble against trying to reach a deal 
with the nationalist SDLP cut- 
ting Sinn Fein out 
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Old Labour weighs in With warnings on minimum wage 


By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


Old Labour continued its as- 
sault on the Government yes- 
terday when two of the party’s 
biggest benefactors warned 
ministers against setting a low- 
er minimum wage for young 
people. Following last week’s 
broadside from the labour 
movement over union recog- 
nition, John Edmonds, gener- 
al secretary of the GMB 


general union and .Rodney 
Bickerstaffe, of Unison, the 
public-service union, opened a 
new front on low pay. 

Mr Edmonds, considered 
to be a moderate, said plans to 
exempt youngsters from statu- 
tory minimum pay or subject 
them to a lower rate risked 
alienating a large section of the 
working populatioruMr Bick- 
erstaffe, a left-winger, said the 
minimum should be the same 
for all workers. 


While Margaret Beckett, 
President of the Board of 
Trade, had asked the Low Pay 
Commission (LPC) to consid- 
er a lower statutory minimum 
or exemption - for those under 
26, Mr Edmonds understood it 
was now possible it might be ap- 
plied to unde r-21 -year-olds. 

Last week Bill Morris and 
Ken Jackson, leaders respec- 
tively of the Transport and 
General Workers* Union and 
the Amalgamated Engineer- 


ing and Electrical Union, 
warned the Government that a 
White Paper on a union-recog- 
nition law would have to meet 
the - movement's aspirations or 
they would call for an emer- 
gency TUC congress. 

Yesterday the GMB leader 
said Treasury briefings and 
“mood music" from the LPC 
led him to believe there would 
a different statutory minimum 
wage for young people which 
would be damaging to their 


morale and “in direct contra- 
diction" to the rest of govern- 
ment policy. Later the Unison 
leader issued a statement re- 
peating its call for a rate of f 4.6 1 
an hour “for all workers". 

Mr Edmonds said that while 
there was a case for a lower rate 
for trainees, everyone on work 
should receive the same rate. 
Launching a camp aign to dis- 
suade minister from “discrim- 
inatory age rates", he said a 
lower rate for under-26-year- 


dds was so ridiculous it was not 
worth discussing; a lower rate 
for those under 21 would cre- 
ate a feeling of “rage”. The 
union released a MORI poll 
among 3.000 young people 
showing that four out of five re- 
jected a lower rate. The GMB 
has campaigned for a national 
minimum of more than £4 an 
hour and most respondents 
said it should be set at more 
than £3.50. One in five favoured 
a minimum in excess of £4 JO. 


Deal that broke down after request for Blunkett was rejected 


By Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


A LEADING left-of-centre 
think-tank was asked to try to 
secure David Blunkett’s pres- 
ence at a public meeting during 
negotiations over a £20,000 ed- 
ucation project, it was d aimed 
last night- 

The allegation came as the 
extent of links between Labour 
and the lobbying industry were 
uncovered by TJie Independent. 
Not only docs almost every 
major political consultancy now 
employ staff with close (inks to 
Labour, but the party’s 
fundraisers have been wooing 
lobbyists to milk sponsorship 
from their clients. 


The request to bring the 
Secretary of State for Education 
into the launch of a joint pro- 
ject between the Fabian Society 
and the Edexcel Foundation 
exam board was made by a lob- 
byist who used to work for 
Labour. 

Paul Wheeler, who at the 
time worked for a firm called 
the Public Policy Unit, was 
helping to negotiate a project in- 
cluding educational research, a 
series of seminars and an essay 
competition. However, when he 
asked the Fabian Society's se- 
nior officials if they could secure 
Mr Blunkctt’s presence at a 
public launch with Sir Michael 
Lie kiss. Chairman of Edexcel, 
the answer was "no". 


A Fabian source said last 
night: “We told them, "We can’t 
guarantee Blunkett. We are 
not in that game, and we can’t 
do it anyway.” The deal had bro- 
ken down for a number of 


reasons including the non-in- 
volvement of Mr Blunkett, he 
added. 

The Fabian Society has re- 
cently issued funding guide- 
lines to its supporters which 


state: “The Fabian Society's 
work frequently involves -min- 
isters, advisers cir senior Labour 
Party personnel ... We do not 
provide access to such figures 
simply in return for funding. We 


are not a lobbying organisation/ 
Last night, Mr Wheeler said 
the £20,000 grant had never 
been contingent on Mr Blun- 
kett’s presence. Nor had the col- 
lapse of the deal been due to 



Ex-Labour officials who 
have moved into lobbying: 

Cotin Byrne 
Former Labour head of 
information under Manddson, 
now heads Shandwick Public 
Affairs. Recent clients indude 
Meat and Livestock 
Commission and the ' 
International Fund for Animal 
Welfare. Also worked with 
the Corporation of London. 

Michael Craven 
Was Managing Director of 
Market Access International, 
now GPC Market Access. 

Left last week after a 
takeover. Worked for John 
Prescott in the 1980s. 

MAI clients included arms 
manufacturers AMs, Racal and 
Siemens, leading genetic 
engineering firms Novartis and 
Zeneca and die League 
Against Cruel Sports. 

Mike Lee 

Director of Westminster 
Strategy. Worked for David 
Blunkett. Other staff indude 
Jo Moore, former Labour 
press officer, and Howard 
Daubs’, former chair of the 
Young Fabians. Recent clients 
include Serna Group UK Ltd. 
the Chemical Industries 
Association, the England and 
Wales Cricket: Board and 
English National Opera. 

Josh Arnold-Foster 
Just employed by Politics 
International In opposition 
worked for defence 
spokesmen Martin O'Neill and 
David dark, and also for 
Bruce George, current chair of 
the Defence Select 
Committee. Also -worked for 
Dents Healey and Doug Hoyle, 
now Lord Hoyle, former Chair 
of PLP. Recent diems indude 
BP, and Virgin Rail 


that aspect. “There were a 
whole range of people’s names 
mentioned. David Blunkett 
might have been one of them 
but I don’t think that was very 
practical and we weren’t say ing 
that if David Blunkett doesn’t 
come we are not doing it" 

In a letter to. Edexcel, the 
Fabians’ general secretary 
Michael Jacobs said he felt the 
amount of work involved was 
not commensurate with the 
level of sponsorship and the 
seminar subjects needed more 
rigorous definition. 

Gordon Tempest-Hay, head 
of corporate affairs for the 
Edexcel Foundation, said it 
had no need to offer money to 
meet ministers. “We have reg- 


ular day-to-day contact with 
the frontbench team. If David 
Blunkett had got involved and 
had been there, that would 
have been great, but at no stage 
did we say ‘We must have David 
Blunkett standing under an 
Edexcel banner*,” he said. 

A senior figure in the lob- 
bying business said last night 
that the involvement of minis- 
ters in deals was common prac- 
tice. Although most lobbyists 
would never be so crude as to 
specifically offer money for a 
meeting or appearance, the 
link would be implicit, he said. 

“It is like sponsoring any 
conference. You only want to 
sponsor it if you can get good 
people coming.” . 


“ What would you give to own a Vectis APS zoom ^ 
compact from Minolta? How about £129.99? 



Hard to believe at the price, isn’t it? 

But then, the fully automatic Vectis 20 is 
full of surprises. 

Being an Advanced Photo System 
camera, it offers Drop-In Film Loading. So 
you're ready to shoot at the drop of a hat. 

And Triple Format Selection. Enabling 
you to shoot in any of three photo formats. 

There's erven a Date & Time Imprinting 


feature, which records on die back of the print 
the time when each picture was taken. 

But perhaps the biggest buzz of all comes 
from the camera's sophisticated 2x, 30-60mm 
zoom lens. 

Automatically controlled for focus and 
exposure across the entire zoom range, the 
flexibility the lens gives you to take great 
pictures is a photographer's dream. 


And with the introduction of APS Index 
Prints, showing all your shots miniaturised on 
a single sheet, the day your film comes back 
from the developer is especially satisfying. 

In fact, at £129.99, you simply can't 
afford to miss out. - 

VE Qvs 

' Only from die mind of Minolta. 


.The Vectis. 20 is one of a range of 12 Advanced Photo System Cameras. Minolta (UK) Ltd, Precedent Drive, Rooksley, Milton Keynes, MK13 8HF. 
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to use Diana in 

seatbelt averts 




SAFETY groups should strive 
to get the seatbelt-wearing mes- - 
sage across “in memory of 
Princess Diana", a former trans- 
port minister said yesterday. 

Tbty MP Peter Bottoinky re- 
newed his calls for a safety cam- 
paign after the RAC distanced 
itself from repents claiming it was 

behind an advertising c ampaign 
based on the princess’s death. He 
said: “W: would be betraying her 
memory if we closed our eyes to 

what happened in the accident 
in Paris." 

Mr Bottom ley was speaking 
after the RAC refuted any sug- 
gestion that it had been plan- 
ning, or would mount, a seatbelt 
campaign based on the crash 
which lolled the princess. 

But 'Mr Bottomley said: 
“Whether or not Diana’s name 
is used or not, it would be 
good to campaign to reduce 
deaths caused by the non-wear- 
ing of seatbelts." 

It is thought that the princess 
might have survived the Paris 
death crash last year had she 
been wearing a rear seatbelt 

On Sunday, the RAC was re- 
ported as saying that the pub- 
lic would support the idea' of a 


ROADSIDE testing for drivers 
under the influence of drugs 
began trials In Britain yester- 
day, writes Louise Jury 

Motorists in four areas 
were stopped and asked to 
volunteer for the tests which 
might lead the way to tough 
new legislation for drivers 
who use drugs. 

Five thousand drivers in 
Cleveland, Strathclyde, Sussex 
and Lancashire will be tested 
over a three- week period to 
provide valuable i nfo r mat i on. 


seatbelt campaign based on the 
Paris crash which also killed 
Dodi fayed and the cat's driver,’ 
security man Henri Paul. 

However, yesterday, the 
RAC’s David Worskett said: 
“The RAC wished to make it ab- 
solutely dear that reports it ini- : 
tends to run a seatbelt campaign . 
based on . the death, of . the 
Princess of Wiles are untrue. No 
such campaign is planned orwill 
be mounted." 

He added: “In response to 
questions from the Sunday 
Times earlier- this month, an 
RAC spokesman said that the 
RAC was aware of proposals by 
other safety organisations to 
consider SUCh a camp ai g n. . 

“The RAC’s view was that 
this would be highly sensitive 
and would need to depend on 
the acceptability of such an ap-; 
p roach from the public and 
from the late princess’s office. 
Subsequent reporting by the 
Sunday Times and 1 sy the Daify 
Mail Sjerionsly misrepresents 
ahd misquotes the RAC” ' ' ' 

The Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents had 
said It feared a campaign would 
clash with public feeling on 




about the suitability of the 
equipment for day-to-day use. 

Baroness Hayman, the road 
safety minister, ordered trials 
after figures showed- that one 


L such a scale. that it would be 
cpunieaproductive. 

... Ahd‘£be Association of Chief 
Police Officers had also been re- 
luctant to ■welcome the initiative. 
A spokesman said: “We are all 
for campaigns to encourage 
pedpfeto use rear seatbelts but 
this idea needs more thought." 
■ Shoppers were slow to buy 

tul» of margarine carrying the 

signature of Diana, Princess of 
Whies, today when they wanton 
sale for the first umeyesterday. 

The specfel tubs of Flora, 
with the word “Thanks” in big 
letters on the- top, is the first 

product to cany the official logo 

commemorating the princess. 
Many shoppers outside Tfcsco’s 
store in Pimlico, south-west 
London, said they were un- 
aware of the fund-raising car- 
tons. James Foster, 31, a fund 
manager, said: “It would not 
persuade me to buy it BnL I 
don’t find it offensive because 
presumably the people respon- 
sible for the fond have given 
permission to raise money m 
this way. Also the moxey raised 
will be going to the fond.” 

But Mary Ashworth, 50, said 
the idea was a “tacky" insult 


in five drivers IdJIed in acci- 
dents were under the influ- 
ence of drugs. r 

Four different versions of a 
device called Drugwfpe. a pen- 
type swab which takes sweat 
from tbe'forehead (pictured), 
wi ll be used m check for 
cannabis, cocaine, opiates and 
amphetamines. 

Tests are planned for an- 
other device that detects . 

drugs through saliva. Future 
tests will check the accuracy 
and reflabffity of both tests. 
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Murder 
trial man 
visits Zoe 


grave 


A break from the norm: A creation by the designer David Robert-WaJlis on the first day of Alternative Fashion 
Week at Spitaffiekb Market in east London yesterday Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


A SOLDIER accused of mur- 
dering his nine-year-old siep- 
daughi erwffi yesterday taken to 
the hillside grave where he is al- 
leged to have buried her. 

MDes Evans, 24, an army dri- 
ver. stood far a few moments - 
handc uffed to a security guard 
- at the edge of the disused bad- 
ger set on the Battlesbury Hill 
which overlooks his married 
quartets home at Warminster, 
Wiltshire. 

The set, where nine-year-old 
Zoe's naked and decomposing 
body was found, is ringed by daf- 
fodils and primroses - a floral 
tribute from her school friends. 

Pte Evans’s visit was part of 
a formal “view” by the jury from 
his murder trial at Bristol 
Crown Court. They were ac- 
companied by the trial judge, 
Mr Justice Eady, the trial legal 
tf-flm and court officers. 

The judge had ordered the 
visit as part of the trial process. 
He said that they must visit the 
area to view the locations they 
had heard about in evidence. 

The prosecution alleges that 
Pte Evans took his stepdaugh- 
ter from the home they shared 
with Zoe's mother, Paula, 29, 
on the night of 11 January last 
year and attacked and mur- 
dered her. Pte Evans denies 
the murder. 

Zoe's body was found six 
weeks later after being un- 
earthed by animal activity. 

She had suffocated as a re- 
sult of a piece of clothing being 
stuffed into her mouth and in- 
halation of blood after her nose 
was broken by a severe blow. 

The prosecution claims that 
Evans dropped two “crucial" 
pieces of evidence - his blue T- 
shirt and a pair of the girl's 
knickers which were stained 
with her blood- They were 
found by police searchers dose 
to the family home and on a 
route to the hillside grave. 

The trial continues today. 


i wage 


$ 


* 


\ . . \ 


\ . 


U'\ 1 

t *■ > ’ ■ 


cted 




t; 1 1 • \ }■ 

\\ it ; > ■ 


ti 




m e 




i i 


t 


.31*, K ^ 




■v \ 
u 





\ \ l 




\ u 

* ■ 

V. . 






% *• 


d ig i t a I 





In a worid too ready 
we have the people 


. . , a .* ovr ♦ h j n .. f cr ♦ next great ih-.ng. we make all vour IT investments —past, present and future— work ay one. Whc-tner it s OpenV W3/UNIX or Windows Ml, 
t0 t ° o n o)s * o you mak e if an work like a single, well-oiled machine. Find us at www.digfel.com/mesh, or cal! 0800 393 200. And get ready to win in a networked worid. 
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Legal eagle: Stuart 
Neame shaking 
hands with Cherie 
Booth QC, after 
yesterday** High 
Court victory 

Photograph: 
Peter Macdbrmid 


Brewery wins 
first round in 


beer tax battle 


By Andrew Buncombe 


ONE of Britain's oldest and 
best-known independent brew- 
ers yesterday won a vital battle 
in its attempt to challenge the 
Government over tax on beer. 

In a bearing at the High 
Court in London lasting no 
more than one minute. Shep- 
herd Neame was granted the 
right to lake its case to a fail 
hearing at the Court of Appeal 

The brewery's battle to force 
the Government to reduce duty 
on beer could ultimately be 
placed before the European 
Court of Justice. 

In an ironic twist, the brew- 
ery's legal battle against the 
Government was led by Cherie 
Booth QC, wife of the Prime 
Minister. She agreed to head 


Rates of duty 


Ireland 

40p 

UK 

32p 

Netherlands 

8p 

Belgium 

7p 

Italy 

6p 

Portugal 

5p 

France 

5 P. 

Germany 

*P 


the legal team after Michael 
Beloff QC was called away to 
America on business. 

Yesterday the Vice Chancel- 
lor, Sir Richard Scott gave the 
go-ahead for a full hearing with- 
out listening to any argument 
from Shepherd Neame. He said 
he felt the case could have “conr 
stitutional implications’'. 


Al the heart of the Kent 
brewery’s case is its belief that 
duty on beer should be the same 
across Europe. 

At the moment there is a 
broad range of duty, ranging 
from just a few pence a pint in 
beer-loving Germany to 40 
pence a pint in beer-loving Ire- 
land. In Britain, the Treasury 
receives 32p ou every pint of 
beer sold in a pub. 

Shepherd Neame argues 
that this not only hits the brew- 
ery directly, but also encourages 
drinkers to bulk-buy beer on the 
Continent where the prices are 
much cheaper. It said the 
sco urge of crossrChannel boot- 
leggers was well-known. 

The brewery believes the 
Government is in breach of 
European laws that require 



states to harmonise duties ‘"One in every 20 pints of - have been forced to sell or whole of the country." Mr But he added: “The Tact 
across the European Union. beer sold in Britain comes horn dose 50 of oar pubs. Every pub Neame, who said that 600,000 that she [Ms Booth] is the 

Stuart Neame, vice-chair- Calais, but in Kent the figure is in Kent has lost one quarter of people were employed in pub- Prime Minister's wife has noth- 

man of the company, said that one pint in every three,” he said, its trade since that date. lie houses, claimed the Gov- ing to do with her as the choice 

disproportionate rates of duty “Since 1993 when the Treaty “I think the situation is emment would also lose out on to fight the Government over 
were severely affecting British of Rome said there should be worse in Kent, but it is having milli ons of pounds in duty if their rates of tax on beer. But 

brewers. ahannonisatiofl of duty rates we a knock-on effect across the pubs were forced to shut. the irony is not last on me.” 



* 




Rolls-Royce couples robbed of £70,000 


Targeted: Michael Green, 
Carlton TV chairman 


TWO WEALTHY couples 
were robbed of jewellery and 
watches worth neariy £70,000 af- 
ter driving home by RoDs-Rqyce 
from a nigh t out in London’s 
Wist End, police said yesterday. 

The robbery is the latest in 
a series of street robberies 
which have targeted the rich and 
famous in London. 

Last week, the former edi- 
tor of the Daily Mail Cily pages. 
Sir Patrick Sargeant, was at- 
tacked and robbed as be re- 


turned home with his wife, 
whose £30,000 diamond ring 
stolen. Previous victims have in- 
cluded Carlton TV boss 
Michael Green and Formula 
One tycoon Bemie Ecclestone. 

The middle-aged vic tims of 
the latest “Roles robbery”, 
whom police refused to name, 
were attacked as they arrived at 
the home of one of foe couples 
in Finchley, north London, af- 
. ter visiting an upmarket dub. 

They were approached by 


four masked men as they 
climbed out of foe car, owned 
by one of foe couples, near Re- 
gent’s Park Road, early on Sun- 
day morning. 

Police said foe robbers 
threatened foe four before re- 
moving three gold and dia- 
mond rings from foe fingers of 
foe women, a diamond neck- 
lace, a Rolex watch and a 
\&c heron Constances watch, 
as well as £200 cash. 

Leaving their victims 


shocked but unhurt, the sus- 
pects, aged 25-30, escaped in a 
gold-coloured hatchback with a 
licence plate that may have be- 
gun G 14. “It is essential that we 
trace this gang before they 
strike again,” said PC Dave 
Turner, one of foe officers in- 
vestigating the attack. 

Police are appealing for wit- 
nesses, and think the victims 
could have been followed from 1 
foe dub, although they said they 
were keeping an open mind. 


So-called “Rolex raiders” 
came to the public attention 
with a series of targeted mug- 
gings of affluent people in cen- 
tral and west London. 

In a bid to trap the robbers, 
police officers have gone into 
high robbery rate areas dressed 
as wealthy Rolex-wearers and 
have had some success. 

Id September, three men 
and a woman were sentenced to 
a total of 24 years’ custocfy for 
snatching expensive watches 


and jewellery in a series of 
raids. Kmghtsbridge Crown 
Court was told that street rob- 
beries foil after foe arrests. 

But.it is dear that other 
gangs spring up to replace those 
convicted. 

As the convicted four were 
awaiting sentencing, another 
gang entered the celebrity 
launch of Antony Worrall 
Thompson's restaurant, Wbz, in 
Notting Hill and ripped a 
woman’s Rolex from her arm. 



Targeted: Formula One 
boss Benue Ecclestone 
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Award Winner 1997 ancf 1998 - What Mortgage Magazine. [■ 


Before you choose a 
cashback mortgage find 
out how much cash 
you’ll have to give back. 


Don’t be fooled by all those cashback mortgages. You could pay dearly for them. 
You might be tied to the deal for up to 6 years, and if you move or repay early you could 
be hit with substantial charges. 

The lender might not help you with legal fees and you may have to pay arrangement 
fees too. They might also insist you take out their expensive buildings insurance while 
they’re at it. (Never mind, you can pay for it all out of your 
cashback ‘gift’.) 

Or you could simply call Direct Line. Our mortgage 
rate is low. And we have no arrangement, mortgage 
indemnity or early redemption fees to force you to stay. 

So ask yourself. Can you actually afford a cashback 
mortgage? 

If you really want a good deal call Direct Line. 



0181 649 9099 


LONDON 


0161 831 9099 


MANCHESTER 


0141 221 9099 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. INDI9I 

wwwxfircctBnexoadc Direct Line FiUftcbJ Service* Limited, 2S0 Sc. Vincent Street, Gasgow, G2 5SH. 
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Clinton wins over African brothers and sisters 


By Mary Braid 

in Accra 

b , ""»» ^th the 

Mother? asked a puzzled Gha- 
naian as the flustered young 

s^^ LTican " ^ of the 
SOO-strong entourage accom- 
panying Bill Clinton on the 

first tour of Africa by an Amer- 
ican President - raced up and 
down. , 

The brother was dressed 
a *° r Wall StreeL Half an hour in 

** the blazing Ghanaian sim, wait- 
ing for Mr Clinton to launch the 
eleven-day tour, and he was 
soaked to the waist, his expen- 
sive shirt, tie and braces rained. 

The brother needed to chill 
out. US crowd control in 
Ghana? It is almost a contra- 
diction in terms. No one would 
stand where the TOdl Street 
mannequin ordered; G hanaian* 
clearly lacked the American 
sense of order. Three hours in 
and already this manic? They 

were taking bets on the chances 
of him having a heart attack be- 
fore Uganda - the second stop 
on this six-country tour. 

“He is a relative and he is 
welcome,” shouted a man from 
the back to laughter. “But we 
must teach him how to behave 
in Ghana." 

Yesterday Ghana welcomed 
President Clinton on behalf of 
a downtrodden, poverty-ridden 
continent at the start of a tour 
which Africa hopes will change 
its fortunes. Despite the pres- 
ence of the huge White House 
(earn - 600 political aides and 
businessmen and 200 Whshing- 
I on-based journalists - Ghana 
did it its. way and what a show 
this West African nation put on. 

From the early hours tens of 
thousands streamed out of Ac- 
cra's ghettos and in from the 
countryside to line the streets 
^nnd fill Independence Square 
for a visit which Mr Clinton lat- 
er admitted was long overdue. 

traditional chiefs swathed 
in colourful tente cloth arrived 
on horseback bringing their 
own thrones to sit on and mas- 
sive doth canopies for shade. 
The drums began and dancers 
took to the stage fora display ex~ . 
ecuied with precision timing. 
Hillary Clinton's head bobbed; 
Bill's tois were tapping. The re- 


sponse from a crowd, who bad 
. «raitediwhouosm40Ctowas 
. rapturous. They came seeking 

hcpeandthatwaswhallheBres- 

ideot gave them. “One hundred 
years from now your granddad 
dren and mmewffl look back ahd 
. say the was the beginning of an 
African Renaissance,” he 
promised, saying the US be- 
lieved the face of Africa had! 
changed m the past decade. 

Dictators were being re-; 
placed and half of siib-Sahaian 
Africa’s 48 nations now chose 
their own governments. Mr 
Clinton said it- was time for 
‘Americans to pat a new Africa 
on our map”. 

He was more upbeat about' 
the continent’s prospects than 
many analysts, but be hedged his 
bets. It was early days. Democ- 
racyhad not taken a permanent 
foothold even in the counuies 
he was visiting. 

But the Ctm tan visit reflects 
the West’s softening attitude to 
democracy in Africa. Govern- 
ments speak more of good gov- 
ernance and respect for human 
rights than multi-party elec- 
tions. Ghanaian President Jer- 
ry Rawlings, sharing the 
platform with President Clinton, 
came to power through the bar- 
rel of a gun. But be has since 
been democratically elected. “If 
he had not staged a coup when 
he did, who else could Inwe held 
Ghana together,” asks a sup- 
porter. “Whether he came 
through the window or not, he 
is leaving by the front door. I 
think the West is beginning to 
appreciate these issues.” 

There is no end of specula- 
tion about the reasons for Clin- 
ton's visit to a continent which 
the world's last superpower 
previously considered unworthy 
of a visiL Yesterday the Presi- 
dent said that the US had good 
reason to help Africa, for one 
in 10 Americans traced their 
roots there. “Let us find the fu- 
ture here in Africa ” Clinton 
said. “The cradle of humanity." 

It is 40 years since Ghana be- 
came die first African country 
to win independence from Eu- , 
ropean colonial masters. Then 
socialism was the panacea of the 
day. Tbday, Africa & fed strin- 
gent economic structural read- 
justment programmes and 


Netanyahu to 
face US peace 
challenge 


By Patrick Cockfaum 

m Jerusalem 

AMERICA is to try once again 
to move forward the deep- 
^razen Middle East process by 
putting forward a plan for Is- 
raeli withdrawals from the West 
Bank. 

Dennis Russ, the US peace 
envoy, is to travel to Israel at 
the end of the week to unveil 
the American proposals to the 
Israeli government which in- 
clude a pull back of 13.1 per 
cent, more than Israel is pre- 
pared to offer but tar less than 
the Palestiniaas expected to 
get under a peace treaty signed 
three years ago. 

In the wake of the Iraq cri- 
sis in February, when the IIS 
found that failure to put pres- 
sure on Israel undermined its 
alliance with the Arab states 
against Saddam Hussein, there 
are signs of greater US urgency 
in mediating between Israel and 
the fafestininitt. Kofi Annan, the 
UN secretary general, yesterday 
arrived in Gaza Tor a meeting 
with Yasser Arafat, the Pales- 
tinian leader, though not bear- 
ing his own peace proposals. 

In a surprising development, 
the Israeli press says the US w ill 
set up a joint committee with, 
the Palestinians to monitor the 
expansion of Israeli settlement. 
:si 


dements in the US initiative, but 
that Benjamin Netanyahu. , the 
Israeli Prime Minister, has 
agreed in principle that Israel 
will give a letter to the US or Jor- 
dan saying it will reduce settle- 
ment activity. 

The Israeli cabinet has ob- 
jected strongly to the figure of 
13.1 per cent for the next stage 
Of its withdrawal. At the heart 
of the disagreement is the ac- 
cord signed by Yitzhak Rabin, 
the Israeli prime minister as- 
sassinated in 1995. which would 
have effectively given control of 
the West Bank to the Pales- 
tinians. Mr Netanyahu is de- 
termined to prevent the 
development of a dc facto Pales- 
tinian state by limiting their con- 
trol to urban enclaves. 

Ghassan Khatib, a Palestin- 
ian commentator, says Mr 
Arafat's willingness to accept the 
US proposals may largely be be- 
cause he expects Israel to reject 
them and wants to win friends 
in Washington. He says the 
danger for the Palest ini a n s is 
that the US compromise is un- 
dermining the treaty the Pales- 
tinians signed in 1995. He says: 
-They shouldn’t compromise on 
what is already a compromise." 

Mr Khatib argues that a 
weakness of the Palestinian po- 
sition is that their leadens act as 
if there was no alternative to the 
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offered international loans by 
the IMF and the Warld Rank 
provided it meets economic 
and democratisation targets. 
Most of the countries on Ciin- 
trin’s risking Est- Ghana. U gan - 
da, Rwanda, South Africa. 
Botswana and Senegal -are be- 
ing rewarded for complying 
wifbXMF and Vforid Bank rules. 

. “We have done all the bard 
’wprk,” said a lawyer in the 
crowd. “We hope America will 
help." ; 

Yfesterday, President Ointon 
had a taste of African hopes and 
desperation during a mini a - 
ttfre-wafleabout. . 

Thecrowd surged forward as 
Presidential guards struggled to 
maintain controL At one stage, 
the President himself was 
screaming aithe crowd to back 
op. Far a moment it seemed the 
President' would be swallowed 
up try the damoar of a rontinent 
which places great store by his 
promise that the US will do all 
it can to make sure that Africa 
is not left behind in the march 
towards economic globalisa- 
tion. 



A RELUCTANT 
DEMOCRAT 

PRESIDENT Jerry Rawlings, 
Ghana’s ch ari sma ti c leader, is 
die offspring of a Ghanaian 
mother and Scottish chemist, 
who never acknowledged 
him as Ns son. 

He came to power In 1979 
as a young flight lieutenant af- 
ter stagings military coup. He 
handed over Ghana to a 
civilian president, but two 
years later, again took pow- 
er by force. 

The early years were 
marked by repression and It 
was die 1990s before Rawl- 
ings moved cowards democ- 
racy. Nevertheless he has 
proved popular at die polls, 

Mr Rawlings’ conversion 
to democracy will be con- 
tested in two years at elec- 
tions he is barred from 
contesting- His wife, Nanajs 
a contender to replace him. 

— Mary Braki 


Big crush: Clinton shouting for the crowd to keep back in Accra. 


Photograph: AP 
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Set-back for NF 
as Le Pen fails to 

win regional post 


By John Lichfield 

in Paris 


THE LEADER of the far- 
right National Front, Jean- 
Marie Le Pen, yesterday failed 
in his attempt to scramble over 
the rubble of the French cen- 
tre-right into the presidency of 
the third most populous region 
in France. 

His defeat, which allowed a 
Socialist to take over the gov- 
ernment of the Provence- 
Alpes-Cote d'Azur region, was 
the first set-back for the Front 
after eight days of victories 
which have left France's “tra- 
ditional" right in ruins. How se- 
rious a defeat it was is unclear. 
It may be that the NF never re- 
ally expected Mr Le Pen to be 


address to 


By John Lichfield 


TONY BLAIR will become the 
first British Prime Minister to 
address the French National 
Assembly today and will, as ex- 
pected, speak in French. Mr 
Blair is said to have been work- 
ing on the Speech far some time. 
He is writing it in English bnt 
it will be translated before be 
addresses the lower house of the 
French parliament this 
afternoon. 

The theme has not been di- 
vulged bat he is expected to 
speak about his reform plans 
for Britain and about Britain’s 
relationship with Europe. It is 
possible he will make some ri- 
poste to tiie remarks made by 
the French finance minister. 
Dominique Straus s-Kahn, on 
British television at the week- 
end, in which he said Britain 
could not be a leading player in 


regional president. The xeno- 
phobic and ultra-nationalist 
party made the demand, part- 
ly to satisfy its own supporters, 
and partly to show who would 
be the real boss in a possible 
new alliance of the far right 
However, the momentum of 
the National Front was certainly 
checked. The NF leader had 
asked rebellious members of 
the centre-right parties to vote 
for him when the regional as- 
sembly for greater Provence 
met in Marseilles yesterday. He 
pointed out that in five other re- 
gions last Friday NF councillors 
had elected five centre-right 
presidents (against the orders 
of the leaders of their own par- 
ties). The political bill for that 
support was due, he said. 


Assembly 

the European Union while re- 
maining outside the single cur- 
rency. This comment has been 
interpreted in the British press 
as a snub; in France, it is seen 
as a statement of the obvious. 

The finch public has been 
pleased by the Prime Mmiste^s 
summand of their hn gnay in 
the brief television interviews 
he has given since he came to 
office last yean Mr Blair 
worked in France as a student 
and has spent several recent 
family holidays in the south 
west of the country. 

He will be only the fifth for- 
eign head of state or govern- 
ment ever to address the 
National Assembly His prede- 
cessors are the King Juan Car- 
los of Spam, President Clinton, 
King Hassan II of Morocco and 
the Italian Prime Minister Ro- 
mano ProdL All but President • 
Clinton spoke in French. 


The Provencal rebels from 
the Gaullist RPR and liberal 
UDF alliance had expected 
one of their own to benefit from 
ultra-right support, like in the 
other regions. They refused to 
commit such a high-profile act 
of apostasy as voting for Mr Le 
Pen. The upshot was to make 
all the centre-right rebels look 
not just unscrupulous and dis- 
honest but stupid: hardly the ba- 
sis for a functioning alliance 
with the NF in any region. 

To muddle the situation 
even more, Mr Le Pen took his 
revenge by calling for the res- 
ignation of the former defence 
minister, Charles Million, one of 
the centre-right rebels elected 
with NF support in the Rhfines- 
Aipes region last week. All in 
all, die day's events had the hall- 
mark of a clumsy return to the 
petulant wrecking strategies 
associated with Mr Le Pen; the 
gains of recent days were based 
on the more softly-softly ap- 
proach long advocated by his 
number two, Bruno MggreL 

A sixth region. Upper Nor- 
mandy, fell to a rebel centre- 
right politician with NF support 
yesterday. There were set-backs 
for the NF in two other areas 
however. 

In the greater Paris region, 
the Ile-de-France, a Socialist 
president seemed likely to be 
elected after centre-right coun- 
cillcHS refused to accept NF sup- 
port In Midi-Pyrenees, a 
centre-right president was 
elected with NF votes but im- 
mediately resigned on p ri nc ip le. 

There was no disguising, 
none the less, the disarray of the 
traditional right, split between 
a faction willing to deal with the 
NF and a fa ct ion refusing deals. 

President Jacques Chirac, still 
the titular leader of the centre- 
right, was to make a televised 
appeal last night to his sup- 
porters, and to France, to refuse 
all appeasement of ultra-na- 
tionalism and racism. 


Blair goes native in 



Victory salute: A Serbian woman is guided away from a sidestreet during a march through the Kosovo capital Pristina yesterday Photograph: David Rose 


Defiant Serbs vow to keep Kosovo 


stripped of many of the rights that they to let ethnic Albanian students resume day criticised the American “support 
previously enjoyed. university places. ’ for terrorism", a reference to the fact 

Police brutality has become fre- hi recent years the Albanians have, that Robert Gelbard, the United States' 

qucmL Dozens of Albanians, induding in effect,been banned from higher ed- special envoy to the Balkans, has had 
women and children, were killed ucation. Many Alb anians feel that the sympathetic talks with the main 
recently by Serb forces in massacres in new agreement does not go far enough- Albanian leader, Ibrahim Rugova, and 
the Drenica region, west of Kosovo's Bat Serbs fear that it is the thin end because Western politicians have 
capital, Pristina. of the wedge, and could be the first of sharply criticised the recent Serb crack- 

Bat the Serbs feel themselves a be- many Serb retreats. . down, 

leaguered minority and fear that Koso- Albanians mostly stayed oft the There was a large turn-out for 
vo - “the heart of Serbia”, as many streets of Pristina, fearing violence. In unofficial elections the Albanians held 
slogans yesterday described ft -may be foe event, the march passed off almost in Kosovo cm Sunday, which returned 
slipping away. The Serbs say they are entirely peacefully. Mr Rugova as president of the 

ready to fight to stop that happening. .. Albanians and Seibs alike share the unrecognised republic of Kosovo. 
*r One target of the protesters’ anger deception -only partly justified byre- Although Serbia declared the elections 
was a concession by the Serb authori- ality— that foe world is ready to come were iQegah the authorities did not pre- 
ties mFnstina, which yesterday agreed to foe Albanians’ aid. Slogans yester- vent them from taking place. 


By Steve Crawshaw 

m Pristina 


TENS of thousands of Serbs demon- 
strated yesterday in Pristina, capital of 
the province of Kosovo, as Albanian 
separatist feelings continues to grow. 

“We will give up our lives - but we 
will never give up Kosovo,” chanted the 
protesters, who waved Serb flagp, sang 
national songs, and showed foe three- 
fingered Serb salute. 

Albanians, who form a 90 per cent 
majority in the Sefo ruled province, feel 
they are the victims. Under foe rule of 
Slobodan Milosevic they have been 
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Marys and Christs contemplate 
their fate after millennial drama 


I N THE rococo splendour of 
Pilate's House, I spy Jesus 
Christ conducting a wed- 
ding ceremony. The captain of 
the Roman legion trundles past 
in foe mayor’s car, spraying 
tourists and apostles with slush. 
Upon foe snowy peaks rising 
above the douds, the other Je- 
sus watches over us. He Is the 
head of foe mountain-rescue 
service in real life, if there is 
'such a dung in this alpine Bev- 
erly Hills. 

Since 1633, when the people 
of Obera mm ergau vowed to 
stage, every 10 years, the Pas- 
sion play about the life and 
death of Jesus if God spared 
them from the plague, the Ger- 
man village has grown into a 
biblical theme part Almost all 
the 5,000 inhabitants have some 
role in the drama, enacted 
through spring and summer in 
front of half a million visitocs 
and an immense global televi- 
sion audience. The baker, the 
wood-carver and the ski in- 
structor - all are international 
celebrities. 

For the main players, star- 
dom can exact a heavy price. Je- 
sus foe registrar - an 
uncommonly handsome man - 
has trouble fighting off women. 
Pilates never regain their pop- 
ularity, Marys are prone to 
nervous breakdowns, and the 
villagers would rather not talk 
about foe tragic fete that befell 
Judas. ‘'You cannot help being 
transformed by foe role,” said 
a local. All previous Christs 
have had to go ex-directory be- 
cause of constant pestering on 
the telephone by their not-so- 
meek fans, especially devotees 
in Britain. ■ 

T HE famous open-air 
theatre with its expansive 
stage is being made 
ready for the next cycle in 
2000. The o rc h es tra is having 
problems, though. Every mem- 
ber must come from Oberam- 
tneigan, bnt the past decade has 
seen a lean harvest of oboists 
and bassoonists. The talent- 
spotters who sift through resi- 
dents aged three and over have 


OBERAMMERGAU 


DIARY 



Imre Karacs 


somehow overlooked these two 
instruments. Mercifully, there 
is a good supply of angelic 
voices for the choir. Tradition 
dictates that on Ash 'Wednes- 
day a year from now, male 
members of foe cast must be- 
gin to grow their hair and 
beard. Oberammergaa will mu- 
tate into a hippy commune, al- 
though peace and love might be 
in short supply. Families will be 
pitted against one another in 
the scramble for foe starring 
roles. There are two players for 
every big act, taking turns 
through foe season of 100 per- 
formances. 

As the time of selection ap- 
proaches, centuries-old feuds 
are rekindled and evfl tongues 


wag. The whispering campaign 
has already begun. “Both Johns 
were awful the last time,” says 
an ambitious mother. “One 
couldn’t act, and foe other was 
as ugly as the Black Death." 

T HE second coming is 
imminent. Everyone 
seems certain that the 
hunky regi&rar will still have his 
cross to bear into the next mfl- 
lenium, while one of foe two 
Mary Magdalenes is a hot tip 
for promotion to Mary. But 
sheer talent is no guarantee of 
success. Casting is in foe pow- 
er of the tallage council, and to 
explain bow someone becomes 
a Joseph and not Judas, we 
must make a detour into the 
jungle of local politics. 

Councillors spend all their 
time discussing the minutiae of 
the Passion play, and are split 
neatly among fimdamentalist- 
moderaist lines. Supporters of 
foe young modernist director, 
Christian StSckL co mmand »*«• 
en seats. Mr StuckL who now 
does this sort of thing for a liv- ’ 

ing in Munich after his ac- 
daimed production of foe play 
in 1990 , had to sue for a new 
contract The villagers arc with 
him, but foe biggest block of 
councillors are in foe thrall of 



WiitiBg stage: In U33, the people of m- r-m, , 
vowed to perform the Paalon pty 


the arch-conservatives. Their 
faction, led by Dr Zwink, a den- 
tist and former Christ, have 
eight seats. In Oberammergau 
the reactionary Christian Social 
Union (CSU) hold the middle 
ground with six seats. 

The director must bargain 
for every role. “Til give you a 
Caiphas and a Paul for a Mary,” 
is the sort of conversation that 
. will be filling the council cham- 
ber in the coming months. Hie 
winners will be chalked up on 
a blackboard in front of the vil- 
lage hall in a year’s time. 

M odernity is the 

catchword of the new 
production - Dr 
Zwink’s friends permitting. Be- 
cause of an European Union 
ruling, long-term Muslim and 
Protestant residents must be in- 
cluded for the first time. The 
text of foe six-hour play has 
been reworked and brought 
up to dare, but do not look for 
words such as “cool" in foe 
script. The director is restrict- 
ed to foe vocabulary of the 
Bible. He wants to make Jesus 
a stronger character than be- 
fore. “All Christ does after 
lunch infoe original script is say 
goodbye to everybody,” Mr 
Stuck! complains. “The new Je- 
sus sounds like an instructor of 
religious education," Dr Zwink 
retorts. 

The new version will have 
three crowd scenes - a vast 
tableau of 1,000 actors under 
the towering cliffs - instead of 
two at present. Mr Stfickl 
promises to fill a gaping dra- 
raatic hole which opened up af- 
ter lingering anti-Semitic slurs 
were banished in 1970. in the 
current 19fo-cenluiy Passion 
play, Christ is betrayed by foe 
- Jewish - money-changers of 
the temple. When this passage 
was excised, foe audience could 
no longer work out wh« 
shopped Jesus and why. Ac- 
cording to the new twist , No 
that would be tolling. All wfll fci 
revealed m May 2000. As a mil- 
lennial experience, it should 
beat the hell out of a certain 
Dome. 
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Shock as 

architect 

of reform 
is sacked 


By Phil Reeves 

in Moscow 


AS THE smoke cleared after 
Boris Yeltsin’s astonishing gov- 
ernment shake-up yesterday, 
one figure stood out against the 
charred political landscape. 

Finally, after so many pre- 
mature obituaries, Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin was departing the 
field, ending a career as prime 
minister which began at the 
dawn of Russia's faltering eco- 
nomic reforms. The replace- 
ment of the 59-year-old premier 
by a man more than two 
decades younger came as a 
shock to the outside world, 
where he was widely seen as a 
ptllar of stability ami d Russia’s 
erratic efforts to convert itself 
into a Western-style economy. 

For years, readers of the 
nines in Moscow have wrongly 
forecast his demise. But his 
abrupt exit in favour of 35- 
year-old Seigei Kiriyenko was 
foreseen by almost no one. Mr 
Yeltsin was supposed to be op- 
erating at half-steam, recovering 
from yet another bout of Alness. 
And Russia was, by its standards, 
enjoying a period of cahn. 

Whether Mr Kiriyenko will 
now be called on to tiy to main- 
tain that calm on a permanent 
basis is unclear. Although he is 
favoured by the Kremlin, it is 
uncertain if his appointment will 
be confirmed in parliament. 
Recently appointed as fuel and 
energy minister, he is better 
known for his friendship with 
Boris Nemtsov, one of Mr 
Yeltsin's more ardent reformers 
. Yet his arrival is likely to be 
seen in the Wst as a sign that 
the President's pledge to press 
on with reforms is sincere. 

When Mr Chernomyrdin 
was appointed just over five 
years ago, the international re- 
action resounded with the 
sound of sucking teeth. He was 
seen os a Soviet dinosaur, an en- 
ergy baron with little love for 
the ffee-markel economics of 
Anatoly Chubais, the First 
Deputy Prime Minister who was 
also dismissed yesterday, but is 
expected to stay in the Presi- 
dent's team. 

But he departs office with a 
different reputation. Although 
Western financial institutions 


generally preferred the hardKne 
market economics of the Krem- 
lin’s misnamed “young reform- 
ers”, the prime minister’s stolid 
presence became a source of re- 
assurance. He was also seen as 
one of die few senior officials ca- 
pable of negotiating with the 
Communist and nationalist op- 
position. Yet he was frequently 
portrayed as a dull technocrat, 
a verbose plodder who was bet- 
ter suited to trotting doggedly be- 
hind the flamboyant Yeltsin than 

occupying the Kremlin himse lf. 

This reputation has dung to 
him despite copious efforts to 
make himself more 
by appearing on television play- 
ing the accordion, riding a jet- 
ski, guffawing with laughter at 
his own “Spitting Image”-styie 
puppet and negotiating live on 
air for the release of hundreds 
of Russians taken hostage dur- 
ing the Chechen war. 

His dismissal is unlikely to 

markthemdof hkpnRrir^l irnv 

bitions. Boris Yeltsin has Jong 
beenrmnooredtoseehimashis . 
successor although, while lav- 
ishing praise on his loyal minis- 
ler yesterday, the President was 
ambiguous on this front yester- 
day. Yet Mr Chernomyrdin re- 
mains high on the list ofKremlin 
contenders. Nor - given Mr 
Yeltsin's unpredictable nature - 
is his comeback to beruled out 

He has a formidable politi- 
cal arsenal. A former head of 
the oil monopoly, Gazprom, he 
is the chieftain of the powerful 
energy lobby. He has great 
personal wealth. And he has 
considerable political cunning, . 
honed by five years of Krem- 
lin intrigues. If he can secure the 
support of the ruling (Slite as a 
compromise candidate, he will 
continue to be a contender to 
be reckoned with. 

His term in office will 
scarcely go down in history as 
Russia’s brightest hour .He noil 
be rightly praised forpresiding 
over an administration t h a t has 
stabilised the rouble, brought 
inflation under control, and 
halted the sharp downward spi- 
ral of the economy. But his ad- 
ministration’s failures outweigh 
its triumphs. 

Promise after promise to pay 
vast wage and pensions arrears 
have proved worthless. The 
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All change: Out (from left), PM Chernomyrdin, first deputy PM Chubais and 
interior minister Kulikov. In, Kiriyenko (right) '«* first deputy PM, acting PM 

Helen Womack, in 

Moscow, tries to keep 
abreast of events as they 
unfold through the day 


Decisive action: The Russian President, Boris Yeltsin, explaining to the nation, in a television 
address yesterday, the reasons why be had sacked the entire cabinet Photograph; Reuters 


1DJ0AM. I was preparing to go and make 
my lax declaration when the telephone 
rang. It was my friend Vitaly. “Have you 
heard? Yeltsin has sacked the entire gov- 
ernment and is taking over himself.'’ “But 
he’s been flL" T think this might be a coup." 
1 cancelled the appointment with the tax- 
man. 

A putsch, yes, it was certainly posable. 
The night before, General Alexander 
Lebed had been shown on independent 
television commenting during a visit to the 
United States that President Boris Yeltsin 
was “inadequate”. But when I switched on 
the televiskm, I was relieved to see a morn- 
ing game show, not the ballet Avon Lake, 
which suddenly appeared on every chan- 
nel when hardliners attempted to overthrow 
Mikhail Gorbachev in August 1991. At 
1130, up came an unscheduled news bul- 
letin. If they were still informing the pub- 
lic, matters could not be too serious. 

The bulletin raised more questions 
than it answered On the one hand Mr 
Yeltsin had removed Prime Minister Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin, on the other be had giv- 
en him a medal “for services to the 
Motherland, second degree." Two minis , 
teis seemed to be more sacked than the oth- 
ers; first deputy prime minister, Anatoly 
Chuhais, and inte riar minister, Anatoly Ku- 
likov, were definitely out while there was 
a suggestion that other ministers might con- 
tinue in post until a new cabinet was 
formed. 

“It’s typically Russian,” said Vitaly. 
“This is going to turn into a farce." 

Brokers were not amused when the 
stock exchange plunged by 10 per cent. 
Shocked Western journalists and Rus- 
sians alike began speculating what it all 
meant The sacking of Mr Chubais was un- 
derstandable. By removing the economic 
reformer accused of receiving an excessive 
book advance while failing to pay ordi*. 
people their overdue wages and pe^-Ions, 
President Yeltsin was taking the oting out 


of a nationwide protest planned for 9 April 

The sacking of General Kulikov made 
less sense. True, he was one of the hard- 
liners who gave President Yeltsin bad ad- 
vice about pressing on with the war in 
Chechnya. But it seemed he had weathered 
that storm. Lately he had been responsi- 
ble for cracking down on economic crime. 
On the other hand, if Mr Yeltsin wanted 
a scapegoat for public discontent over Mafia 
violence, be would do nicely. 

At noon, the President appeared oa tele- 
vision to ask for the “understWlnig and sup- 
port of the Russian people”. Although the 
country bad made some economic progress, 
many social problems remained. A fresh 
team was needed Yet he had nothing but 
warm words for Mr Chernomyrdin, whose 
“ human decency" would be needed in 2000 
when the presidential elections were due. 
He had asked Mr Chernomyrdin “to con- 
centrate on political preparations for those 
elections". Did this mean Mr Yeltsin, 67, 
was giving Mr Chernomyrdin, 59, his 
blessing to cun for president? Or was it that 
the latter was being told to organise another 
election campaign for Mr Yeltsin who has 
been hinting lately that he might bend the 
constitution and tty to run fora third term? 

In the only actual appointment of the day, 
Sergei Kiriyenko, was made first deputy frame 
minister ami asked to act as prime minister 
.Under the constitution, if the president dies 
the prime minister automatically takes over. 
If anything were to happen to Mr Yeltsin in 
the next few days, Russia would be in the 
hands of Mr Kiriyenko, a completely inex- 
perienced politician who Is under 40. 


country’s finances, shackled by 
continuing problems over tax 
collection and a gargantuan 
welfare stare, remain precari- 
ous. Corruption has continued 
unabated. Defeat in the 
Chechen war remains a scar in 
the national memory. Squabbles 
between the more ruthless free- 
marketeers, bankers, and ad- 
vocates of a gradual approach 
abounded unchecked. Tbo lit- 


tle of the money that swirls 
around Moscow has found its 
way into Russia's regions. 

Mr Yeltsin's declaration yes- 
terday that the current cabinet 
“could not cope with a number 
of key questions” and that 
“many people do not feel the 
changes for the better” will 
have set heads nodding in 
agreement over all 11 time 
zones of his vast country. 


Kenyan police fight battles 
with rioting students 

Kenyan police and university students fought pitched battles 
yesterday is the caphaTs worst violence since cwic unrest ahead 
of elections last year. 

Police in Nairobi fired bullets and dozens of tear gas shells 
at hundreds of university students protestieg against the shrink- 
ing buying power of their education loans, witnesses said- Pres- 
ident Daniel arap Moi won re-election last year following 
months of civic unrest - in which many students partidpat- 
- ed - over constitutional changes. — Reuters, Nairobi 

Pope winds up Nigeria visit 

Winding up his three-day trip to Nigeria, the Pope told three- 
quarters of a milli on pilgrims at a mass on the outskirts of 
the capital Abuja, that the church preached justice and love 
and insisted on duties as well as rights, of citizens, employ- 
ers, employees and government. The Pope has used the vis- 
it to pul pressure on Nigeria's military rulers to free political 
detainees and improve the state of human rights. 

— Reuters, Abuja 

Wild boar kills shepherd 

A wild boar killed a shepherd after he tried to chase it away 
from his flock. The boar eluded the shepherd's dogs and at- 
tacked the man, mauling his leg. Hie 24-year-old bled to death 
near Cenade in northwestern Romania. Wild boars are com- 
mon is Romania, but they generally do not attack people. 

— AP, Bucharest 

New Yorkers not oversexed 

Single New Ybrkers are not addicted to sex. A new survey found 
most have never had a one-night stand and the average num- 
ber of lifetime partners is a mere five. 

The survey found that 53 percent of 1,000 single New York- 
ers between 21 and 40 said they had never had a one night 
stand 

Hacker suspect stays silent 

The Israeli teenager accused of being the computer hacker 
“Analyzer” has stopped cooperating with police, his lawyer 
said yesterday. Amnoo Zichroni said his client, Ehud Tenen- 
hfl nm, had dot realised bow seriously the authorities would 
take the allegations against him. — AP, Jerusalem 




absolute@doddle 

that’s how easy it is to get started on the 
net . all it takes is one phone call to us 
at demon . we were the uk’s first internet 
service provider and today we connect more 
people than anyone else . so call us on 
0800 458 9666 . or scribble your name and 
address anywhere on this ad , tear it out 
and send it to us at freepost demon ( yes f 
that’s all you have to write ) . we’ll send you 
a free 30-day trial cd and brochure . that’s 
how simple it is to get started . after that 
* it’s even easier , 

Demon Internet 

more people get on with us 

0800 458 9666 
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Rich and poor flee 
Indonesia’s turmoil 


By Stephen Vines 

in Ho ng Kong 

DESPERATE for work, poor 
Indonesians are paying smug- 
glers to pack them into leaky 
boats which will secretly dis- 
gorge their human cargo in 
Malaysia and Singapore. Mean- 
while, the rich Indonesians, 
particularly those from the eth- 
nic Chinese community, are 
slipping out on Cathay Pacific 
jets for Hong Kong. 

“We don't know what’s go- 
ing to happen," one Indonesian 
Chinese businessman slaying in 
Hong Kong said. “The situation 
is too unstable." The business- 
man, who still has most of his 
assets in Indonesia, declines to 
be named. He added: “It means 
taking my children out of 
school but if they stay. Lheir 
safety is at risk". 

The boat people are paying 
around £100 a head to be smug- 
gled out. The jet people are 
spending far more on their so- 


journ in Hong Kong. Many 
have residences overseas and 
they all have overseas bank ac- 
counts. The seriously wealthy, 
such the Riady family, own 
companies in Hong Kong and 
have long been commuters be- 
tween there and Indonesia. 

Anti-Chinese riots and the 
government's refusal to support 
the Chinese community have 
prompted well-off Chinese 
famili es to go abroad, at least 
temporarily. They are hedging 
their bets by maintaining busi- 
nesses back home, while shov- 
eling as much money as 
possible overseas. 

The poor, squeezed be- 
tween rising unemployment 
and hyper-inflation, see no 
prospect of earning enough 
money at home. They must give 
the little they have to the hu- 
man cargo smugglers, and they 
face appalling risks on arrival. 

At the weekend, a special 
court sitting in Singapore dealt 
with 300 illegal immigrants and 


handed out jail sentences of up 
to six weeks as well as up to six 
strokes of Lhe cane. “We are lit- 
erally a nation besieged," said 
the state prosecutor, who asked 
the courts to send a clear sig- 
nal to illegal immigrants that 
“flagrant disrespect for the law 
will not be tolerated". 

In Malaysia, the government 
has launched one of its biggest 
ah and sea operations to prevent 
an infln* of illegal immigrants 

from Indonesia. Last week, the 
deputy home minister, Tajol 
RosH Ghazaii, said 300 to 400 il- 
legal immigr ants were arriving 
daily, and 15,000 from Indone- 
sian had been deported so far 
this year. The jet people find it 
easier to secure a temporary 
refuge overseas but are uneasy 
about leaving their homes. “I re- 
ally don’t want to leave In- 
donesia", said the businessman 
in Hong Kong, “I was brought 
up in Indonesia, it is my coun- 
try even if some of my fellow 
countrymen think differently. 7 ’ 



S bftio eflect: Davi Yanoma mi , the BrazKan Intfian chief and UN Global prize holder, fighting afire ki the DemW hxfian area of Roraima state Photograph: AFP 
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TOYOTA STARLET l.3i. 

1.3-litre, 16-valve engine 
producing 74 bhp. 

0-60 mph, 11.9 seconds. 

Front seat belt pre-tensioners. 

Side impact beams. 

High-mounted stop lamp. 

Driver’s airbag. 

60:40 split/fbld seat. 

Tinted glass. 

Remote boot and fuel filler 
release. 


NISSAN MICRA 1.0 SHAPE. 

1.0-litre, 16-valve engine 
producing 54 bhp. 

0-62 mph, 16.4 seconds. 

Front seat belt pre- tensioners. 

Side Impact beams. 

High-mounted stop (amp. 


£7,995 


£ 8,100 



For more information call 0800 777555 . THE CAR IN FRONT IS A TOYOTA ifffORMAnoN tkken from manufacturer's brochuje and price ust as at march 199a 
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EVEN after 33 years. Jamari 
the carpenter remembers the 
names of all the people who 
died, but above all he remem- 
bers Mas Kami, who was hid- 
ing in the cemetety when the 
mob arrived. 

Apart from being an active 
communist. Rami was secretary 
of the parish council, and some- 
body in the East Java village of 
Sumurup had a grudge against 
him. When the young Muslim 
men arrived. Mas Kami's ene- 
mies told them where to look. 

“They brought him here,” 
says Jamari. pointing to a worn 
stone by the side of the road, 
“and I was an eyewitness. They 
beat him with sticks and then 
held him up and cut his throat 
with a machete. He was a veiy 
kind man; even if be was a com- 
munist, he never seemed like a 
threat to anyone." 

Another man was killed on 
the same day, and later the mob 
came back and murdered two 
others. Over the next few 
weeks, five other suspected 
members of the Indonesian 
Communist Party (PKT) were 
taken away by soldiers, never to 
be seen again. 

That was 1965, but even 
amid Indonesia’s present suf- 
fering and confusion, the 
killings of the village commu- 
nists have never receded into 
Sumurup’s past. “We are suf- 
fering badly from the econom- 
ic crias and people here are very 
angry,” says Jamari. “What 
people want is a new president 
but they are afraid that if we are 
vocal, the army will take us away 
and kill us. We are afraid 1965 
will happen ail over again.” 

East Java, a green, moun- 
tainous region atrice fields, jun- 
gles and volcanoes, does not 
look like a troubled place. But 
over the years it has borne 
more than its share of Indone- 
sia’s suffering. The Asian cur- 
rency crisis, combined with an 
exceptionally low rainfall, have 
caused the cost of rice to dou- 
ble, and villagers in Sumurup 
have been reduced to mixing 
their rice with cassava, tradi- 
tional food of the very poor. A 
month ago there were riots in 
many towns, apparently pro- 
voked by rising prices. 

Among progressive religious 
leaders and politicians, there is 
talk of a people’s uprising 
along the lines of the popular 
movements which brought an 
end to the dictatorships of the 
Philippines and South Korea. 
But to older Indonesians like 
Jamari the notion of mass un- 
rest suggests other images so 
fearful as to stifle immediately 
me rebellious impulses - the 
memories of 1965. 

In October that year. Gen- 
eral Suharto took his fl rel ^ 

grem coup attempt by rival of- 
fcers against the first 

SJ5S?- ^ “Winy was 
blamed immediately on th e \ n _ 

donesian Communist Par tv 


Fear of a return to 
bloodshed keeps 
Suharto in power, 
writes Richard 
Lloyd Parry 

(PKI) and a dreadful purge en- 
sued-“The anti-PKI massacres 
in Indonesia rank as one of the 
worst mass murders of the 20lh 
century." a CIA analyst wrote 
a few years later. The numbers 
of victims are estimated any- 
where between 100,000 to over 
a million. 

More than 30 years later, 
people fear that history could 
repeat itself - a notion that is 
subtly encouraged by the gov- 
ernment which, has cracking 
down on its opponents over the 
last two years, on the pretext of 
clamping down on resurgent 
communists. 

In 1996, riots in Jakarta 
were implausibly blamed on the 



President Suharto: Ruling 
Golkar party is all-powerful 

People’s Democratic Party 
(PRD), a small liberal democ- 
ratic group of students and 
workers; more than a dozen of 
its members were tried and im- 
prisoned for the capital crime 
of subversion. Three more 
PRD members were arrested 
this month, and three anti-»ov- 
erament activists have gone 
missing. Earlier this year, the 
army even announced the dis- 
covery of a makeshift bomb- 
making factory run by the PRD 
in Jakarta. Diplomats here re- 
gard it as a crude pretext fab- 
ricated by the army. 

pe fear engendered hv 
such tactics serves the govern'- 
ment well. Even though al- 
most no one has a good word 

to say about President Suhar- 
to, his ruling puny. Golkar, 
achieves near-unanimous vic- 
>« n deoiou. “We have no 
choice, says Jamari "we arc 

wa^thereeanhcnopiMii- 

>cal life apart from Golkar." 

Among the ruling party's 
Baders is man whom Jamari 
^tw-aMuxIimpn^ 
erwho'in^ac^r ,i,;. 

fn N * ««*r hegun 

November 33 years to 

tlK ih hC l f ; l,W whkh *»l 

tbe throat ofM^i^,^ 




Memories 
of carnage 
that stop a 
revolution . 
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Bones of contention 

Just hke many of her contemporaries, teenage model Kirsty Ashcroft may not be getting the calcium she needs. Glenda Cooper reports 
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™THEN- YEAR-OLD Kirsty Ashcroft 
*nay see her face on the cover of teen raag- 
aanes and model for Paul Smith but in some 
ways she in very ordinary. Ashcroft is like 
®any of her less famous contemporaries - 
who have just voted her teen magazine 
Agar’s “Face of 1998” - she hates eating 
cheese. & 

Doctors are worried that teenage girls 
oould be putting themselves at risk of the 
bone-thinning disease osteoporosis by not 
getting enough calcium. Osteoporosis is a 
public-health problem, with 40 per cent 
of women sustaining an osteoporotic frac- 
tiire at some time in their lives. Adolescence 
is a crucial lime for bone mineral acquisition 
but health experts fear the desire to diet 
means that girls are avoiding calcium-rich 
foods such as milk because they think they 
are fattening. 

Kirsty gets her calciura from “lots and lots" 
of yoghurt. She does her best to eat health- 
ily- “My mum is always on at me to eat at 
least four pieces of fruit a day." But last week 
a new survey warned that teenage girls are 
putting their health at risk by skimping on 
meals, afraid that they are overweight. 

More than six out of 10 girls aged 14 to 
15 years old say they would like tn lose we ight, 

although only 15 per cent weigh too much 
for their weight and height. On the other 
hand, boys of the same age have a more 
realistic attitude. Just ewer a quarter said they 
would like to lose weight; just under one in 
five were overweight. 

But Lhe survey, carried our by the Schools 
Health Education Unit, found that girls are 
skipping meals to tty to lose weight and by 
the time they reach 15 years old, more than 
three out of 10 girls are missing breakfast or 
just have a drink and one in seven does not 
eat lunch. 

“Sometimes I think girls do worry too 
much about what they look like,” says 
Ashcroft who is 5ft 6in and weighs 8 jsL “I 
think they look at skinny models in maga- 
zines and want to be like them.” She says she 
is lucky lo have an agency that does not pres- 
surise her about her weight. 

“Girls want to be tall and slim," says Al- 
ison Graham of the National Osteoporosis 
Society. “But what they are not aware of is 
that dieting can lead to the risk of fragile 
bones. This is very deforming for the figure, 
but we are increasingly seeing girls in their 
twenties with fractures tn their spine and they 
can lose up to a few inches in height. 

“It'sdcfonningyourbotJy. It's difficult for 
teenagers to look ahead but we must en- 
courage them that the teenage years are crit- 
ical for bone development. By the age of 20, 
you haw laid down 97 per cent of your skele- 
ton’s bone strength." 

A study reported in the British Medical 
Journal looked at the effect on drinking more 
milk in adolescence. Researchers from 
Sheffield asked more than 80 girls aged 12 
at four different city schools to drink an ex- 
tra half-pint of milk a day for 18 months. They 
found the girls did not put on or lose 
weight, or grow any fester, but their bone min- 
eral density was “significantly greater" than 
in a similar group of girls who consumed their 
usual dieL The researchers concluded that 
a modest increase in milk consumption 
could have a “substantial" Impact in the in- 
cidence in future fractures. 

Teenagers need IOOOrag of calcium today 
- two thirds of a pint of milk. But confront 
your average weight-conscious teen with a 


pint nf mQk and the chances are she won’t 
want to drink t'l “It is difficult," says Gra- 
ham. “We are all aware of this, A national 
survey of school children's diets, conducted 
ty the Department of Health (DoH), showed 
the average calcium intake of adolescent girls 
is felling - almost 20 per cent were so low 
that if they were maintained at this level they 
were unlikely to be adequate. 

“It's difficult because you can’t see bones, 
but we have got to get the message across. 
One of the ways to do so, nutritionists think, 
is to point out alternatives to full-fat milk. 
Low-fat varieties of milk, cheese and yoghurt 
arc as rich in calcium as full -fat varieties". 

“If it is a problem, girls should switch to 
skimmed milk." says Wynnie Chan of the 
British Nutrition Foundation. "That will do 
you just as much good Yau need about a pint 
of milk a day in your teenage years to gel 
enough calcium. n 

Isabel Skypala, head of dietetics at the 
Royal Brampton Hospital and author of What 
Are }bu Eating?, says there are many inge- 
nious ways to get your teen to eat enough 
calcium. “It's a question of looking,” she says. 
“You can always try things like yoghurt, be- 
cause they are low fet and easy to eat Break- 
fast cereal is also a good idea, because many 
are fortified with vitamins and minerals like 
calcium and, of course, you pour milk on top. 

“It is difficult, because teenagers skip 
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‘Sugar’ cover girl Kirsty (right and 
above) hates eating cheese 
Photographs; Martin Rickett, 

Jackie Pickersgill 

meals and then they go out and have take- 
aways, so you have to think about the food 
that they like to eat. 

“People are unaware that bread, partic- 
ularly fortified bread, has a fair amount of 
calcium, as does pizza. A pasta dish with 
cheese is a good source and with all of these 
it isn’t like you are pushing them to eat some- 
thing calcium-rich and obviously ’good for 
them’. 

“Other good sources of calcium include 
green vegetables, such as spinach, but you 
will be hard-pushed to gel many teenagers 
to eat them as they don’t come across as 
terribly exciting." 

For odd treats mothers may he relieved 
to hear that their daughters can gel 65mg in 
a choc ice or 55mg in a hot-cross bun or even 



lOOmg in four fish fingers. “Obviously you 
wouldn't want them to be living on them," 
says Dr Skypala. “but they can all con tribute 
to your daily intake." 

The other important way for girls to im- 
prove bone strength is lo exercise -but many 
are like Ashcroft, who says “I don’t really 
exercise aLaiL I used to try to go swimming 
at my local leisure centre, but I don’t go 
that often." 

“It is so important to take regular exer- 
cise," says Graham. "Girls should particu- 
larly tiy to take exercise that is load bearing 
on your bones, such as running, jogging or 
aerobics. The more impact you put on your 
bones the greater the strength- 1 cannot em- 
phasise how important it is you get your bones 
in good shape." 


VITAL SIGNS 


A TRANSPARENT gel which can 

improve the appearance of unsightly 
scars wfl] goon sale to the general pub- 
lic for the first lime today. 

The adhesive gel sheet, containing 
an advanced form of silicone, causes 
red, raised scars to flatten and fade over 
a period of two to four months. After 
that time, although some evidence of 
scarring remains, the ugly red weal wfll 
be gone. Trials have indicated that the 
improvement is permanent. 

Cica-Carc, made by the London- 
based pharmaceutical company Smith 
& Nephew 1 , is used in hospitals to treat 
scarring caused by burns, injuries or 
surgery'- It will be Sold over lhe counter 
at selected Boots sLores in the form of 
i2cm by 6cra sheets, costing £35 each. 

NHS CHRECT, Che 24-hour telephone 

advice line which is staffed by nurses, 
is now up and running in three pilot 
areas - Lancashire, Milton Keynes and 
Newcastle. Designed to ease pressure 
on accident and emergency depart- 
ments, it is planned to cover the whole 
country by 2000. 

At yesterday’s launch, Frank Dob- 
son, health secretary, admitted it could 
mean more people gping to the already 
overstretched casualty departments. 

Contact NHS Direct on 0845 1888. 

ONE OF the most dis t ressing aspects 
of lung cancer - breathlessness - can 
be relieved if patients receive help with 
practical breathing techniques and 
emotional support to overcome their 
fear of being .unable to breathe. 

A study in six hospitals by Macmillan 
Cancer relief found 27 per cent of those 
who received belp said their ability to 
carry out activities, such as dimbing 
stairs and walking, improved. In con- 
trast 70 per cent who did not receive 
help said they had got worse. 

A NEW drug and vaccine against 
tuberculosis should be in development 
by 2003, Sir Richard Sykes, chairman 
of Glaxo Wellcome, said yesterday. 

Announcing a further £10 million 
of funding over the next five years for 
the company's Action TB project. Sir 
Richard said: “The task now is to make 
a difference in the clinic, not just in the 
laboratory." , 

OLDER people are being left in pain 

and are in some cases housebound be- 
cause of a shortage of chiropody ser- 
vices. according to Age Concern. 

One third of chiropody units do not 
provide asimple toenail-culling service 
and in some areas demand has more 
than doubled. Many older people can- 
not care for their own feet because of 
arthritis or worsening eyesight. 

— Jeremy Laurence 
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How to poison yourself 



DR PHIL 
HAMMOND 


You cannot be serious? 
Certainly am. Four times as 
many Brits poison ibemscb/es 
today with what they put n their 
mouths as they did lOyearsago 
- and it looks set to increase. 
Is this deliberate? 

Hard to say. Those with poor 
personal hygiene or who don’t 
store or prepare food properly 
may not be doing it on purpose, 
but they’re asking for trouble. 
.And we’re not just talking a 
mild dose of the squiLs. Severe 
food poisoning can mean fly- 
ing around the country in an 
emergency helicopter trying 
to locate an empty inlcnstve- 
carebed. 

That serious, huh? 

Not usual h. no, but I do so 
enjov being party to a mass- 
media health panic. The com- 


monest culprit - the Campy- 
lobacter bacteria - is implicat- 
ed in 50,001) cases a year, but 
probably causes many more 
due to under-reporting. It can 
lake anything between one 
and 10 days for the hug to in- 
cubate before symptoms ap- 
pear. so it can be hard to trace 
the source. Don't automatically 
blame it on the Balti - some 
outbreaks have been caused by 
dirty birds pecking the top off 
your milk. Symptoms range 
from none to mild squats to 
Moody horrible squits and gen- 
eral unwellncss for a week. 
Wiat about Salmonella ? 

This has been less newsworthy 
since Edwina Currie left office, 
but the Government still rec- 
ommends you avoid raw eggs, 
or at least eating them. Sab 
monelia lived in cattle long be- 
fore BSE and spread to other 
species through the three S's 
(shiL slurry and sewerage). Try 
not to buy your meat from 
farms where the animals arc 
packed in and poo all over each 
other. If you cat MRM (me- 
chanically recovered meat), 
then bits nf lots of carcasses all 
end up in the same sausage, in- 
creasing the risk of infection. 
Any others I should know about? 
If you or your partner are 
pregnant, avoid ripened soft or 
blue-veined cheese and pdte 
which may contain listeria and 
can cause miscarriage. Staphy- 
lococcus aureus Beamed in the 

nose of 40 per cent of health 


adults, but when picked out and 
flicked into food can cause a 
quick onscL of cramps, vomit- 
ing 3nd squrts. It also gets into 
the food chain from pus (spots, 
wound infections etc). Bacillus 
cercus likes dodgy cereals, 
spices, milk and dairy products. 
It is famous for colonising ice- 
cream and causing explosive 
outbreaks on aeroplanes. Clos- 
tridium perfiingens goes for 
bulk-cooked meal and poultry 
dishes. Then there’s VTEC. . . 
Isn 7 that an educational quali- 
fication? 

No, it’s a nasty type of Esche- 
richia Coli with an evun nastier 
toxin. There has been a 14-fold 
increase in outbreaks since 
1985 and 7 per cent of suffer- 
ers experience kidney problems, 
which have caused a number of 
fatal outbreaks. On a brighter 
note. 93 per cent just get 
cramps, squits and vomiting. 
VTEC is also found in caitlu, 
and is more likely lo infeclyou 
in an underdone hamburger 
than BSE All farm animat, cun 
pass it on. as can their products 
(especially if unpasteurised), 
contaminated water and even, 
cr, contaminated humans. 
How about viruses? 

Plenty or thuse. A really good, 
brief, pan-splattering diarrhoea 
and quick turn around for 
vomiting is often down to a 
SRSV (small round structured 
virus ). These are passed easily 
from person to person from 
both ends. Shellfish grown in 


estuaries and inters also used for 
sewerage outlets often harbour 
SRSV, so never eat them raw. 
Unless I want to poison myself? 
Exactly. Poisoning yourself is 
easy if you follow these rules: 

1 When you buy chilled and 
frozen food at a supermarket, 
kick it in a hot car boot and take 
as long as possible to get home. 

2 Ensure your fridge is warm, 
at least above 5°C, and your 
freezer is well above minus 
18°C Leaving the door open 
usually does the trick. 

3 Prepare and store raw and 
cooked foods together, using 
the same utensils, to maximise 
cross contamination. Bung it all 
in the same drawer in your 
warm fridge. 

4 Never wash your hands. 

5 Never wash work surfaces and 
chopping boards. 

6 Allow a variety of pets to 
share your work surfaces. 

7 Only buy food well past its 
scll-by date 

8 Never defrost anything - jusl 
bung it straight in the oven 

9 Most bugs copulate between 
5®C and &3X - keep all your 
food tepid, especially ice cream 

10 Make sure beefburgers or 
chicken is pink and cold inside. 

1 1 Leave leftovers as long as 
possible before eating. 

1 2 Pick your nose and squeeze 
your spots while cooking. 

Phil Hammond's 'Trust Me, I‘m 
a Doctor', is on BBC? at 8pm 
tonight. 
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REVELATIONS: 
GORDON RAMSAY 


Out of 


air, time 


and his 


depth 


The time: 1992 

The place: St Thomas - Caribbean 

The man: Gordon Ramsay - Michdin-starred Chef and former 
footballer 


AT 25 f was taking some seri- 
ous lime oul, after intensive 
training in Paris with renowned 
chefs. Guy Savoy and Joel 
Robuchon. My head felt 
stuffed. So I accepted a job on 
a private yacht which at 75ft was 
like a Boating Dorchester. I was 
hired to cook for the owners 
and their occasional guests, 
and with three in the kitchen I 
couldn't believe how easy it was. 

When we arrived at St 
Thomas. 1 became obsessed 
with diving. I found it difficult 
living in a confined space and 
it is a very physical sport . I was 
doing two tank dives during the 
day and after dinner would do 
a night dive off the back of the 
boat. We would take torches 
and flares and sneak off with- 
out them knowing. 

One day we went on a spe- 
cialist dive down about 28 me- 
tres to watch sharks at a 
shipwreck. To get there we had 
to swim through two decks. The 
deeper into the boat the dark- 
er it became. 

Unfortunately. I managed to 
drop ray torch and as I dived 
down to try and catch it, my 
buoyancy jacket became 
trapped in my emergency 
breathing apparatus and I 
found myself jammed up 
against a pipe on the roof of this 
wreck. 1 had to try and remove 
the jacket which was a fright- 
ening and daunting task. I came 
very dose to blowing it. 

While I tried to free the 
emergency regulator, I caught 
the lubes for my tank some- 
where and I was losing air and 
finding it incredibly hard to 
breathe. 

For a few seconds 1 had to 
take off my mouth-piece. Lots 
of thoughts were flashing 
through my mind. I remem- 
bered the three bodvbags which 
were loaded when we stopped 
at Gibraltar! A picture of my . 
mother came next. I'm very 
dose to her and I wondered 
whui she would say if she could 
see me now and the huge mess 
I'd got myself into. My death 
would have destroyed her. Half 
my friends didn't even know 
where ] was. 

Untangling the lubes to my 
lank so I cuuld maintain breath- 
ing wasn't the end of my prob- 
lems. By taking off the 


If sharks stop 
moving they die. 
I’m sure I’m like 
that too 


buoyancy jacket I Coated up to- 
wards the roof of the cabin and 
the right-hand side of my arm 
and my neck hit the ceiling 
which was covered with fire 
coral. It is like putting your hand 
into a naked flame and even 
through my wet suit I could feel 
it 


Finally. 1 struggled back 
into the jacket and with the ex- 
tra weight flouted down off 
the ceiling. U was still important 
fo: Jie to control ray breathing 
because the more anxious you 
become, the more oxygen you 
use and with quite a deep dive 
we had less bottom lime. 

It was only when I made it 
back to the surface that I re- 
alised just how much danger I 
bad been in: 

Had I panicked or lost con- 
trol I would still be there now! 
Nobody could quite believe 
what had happened, the}’ were 
gobsmacked. 1 still have night- 
mares. especially in lire summer. 


In them I don 't get out of them 
cabin. I'm underwater, bolding 
my breath and then I start 
swallowing water. 1 blank out. 
My friends arrive too late to res- 
cue me and 1 die. The memo- 
ries are not easy to forget 
because the nightmare was 
within a whisker of coming 
true. 

My biggest mistake was tak- 
ing on too big a dive too early. 
I should have done thirty of 
forty easy dives before tackling 
a wreck. I suppose I was far too 


Lots of thoughts 
were flashing 
through my 
mind. I 

remembered the 
three bodybags 
which were 
loaded when we 
stopped at 
Gibraltar! 


ambitious and pushed myself 
too hard. 

Until I was 19 1 bad thought 
that ray whole life was in pro- 
fessional football. Then 1 was 
told that I was a failure by Glas- 
gow Rangers. Td been wrapped 
in cotLon wool, earning lots of 
money and signing autographs 
on the way to training each day. 
But after on injury to my knee 
the team released me and I lost 
everything. It was very hurtful, 
but has given me more deter- 
mination. 

Fm an extremist, I can nev- 
er settle for doing anything to 
a mediocre standard, which 
□early proved the end of me! 

I have to learn to slow down, 
but it’s so hard when you’re so 
keen. I run an average of eigh- 
teen to twenty miles a week be- 
cause I'm training for tbe 
marathon. My ambition now is 
to go for three Michelin stars, 
there's never been a Scot to do 
it yet. 

When ) think of how close 
I come to dying, all my other 
problems are very minor. For 
example, this summer Fm do- 
ing a dinner on the eve of the 
World Cup final at Versailles 
and everybody is asking me bon- 
1 will manage cooking for a 
thousand people in just two 
hours. 

At my restaurant. 
Aubergine, in west London, 
we cook only fifty covers and 
have three hours to do it. Bui 
i don’t worry because it's all 
down to organisation. Fm not 
worried about that kind of 


pressure, it’s more excitement 
than pressure. 

Every summer and Christ- 
mas I still go diving. I love the 
fact that I am non-contactable 
- no telephones and no faxes. 
1 feel more in touch with my- 
self than in any other place and 
really relaxed. 1 spent ray hon- 
eymoon diving. 

I still like shark watching. I 
even went into a cage off the 
Florida coast to search for the 
Great White, I'd always had a 
fear of being bitten by a shark 
so decided the best way to 
overcome it was to get up dose 
and I’ve started reading about 
them and their habits. If sharks 
stop moving they die. I suppose 
I’m like that too. 

Interview by 
Andrew G Marshall 
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Gordon Ramsay 

footballer, 
diver, marathon 
runner -in the 
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restaurant, . 
Aubergine, ini 
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As pay-offs to top executives whose 
performances fail.to come up to 
scratch go through the roof, Nigel 
Cope counts the cost to the City 


ITS a tough life being a senior 
manage r in a major UK com- 
pany these days, as Tnn Fifield 
of EMI has just found oul A 
few weeks ago, the New York- 
based American thought be 
was in line to take over as chief 
executive of Britain's premier 
record company with its roster 
of artists such as The Verve and - 
Spice Girls. Now, after a board- 
room bust-up over the top job, 
he is on his way out. 

. But don't feci too Sony for 
him. Mr Fifield. who is known 
in the industry as ■'Lucky Jim" 
because of his lavish pay, will 
have his fall cushioned by a 
“golden parachute” of around 
£L2m as EMI buys him out of 
his lucrative contract. It is 
'thought to be the biggest pay- 
off in UK corporate history. 

But though the scale of Mr 
FLfield's golden goodbye is 
breathtaking, his experience is 
far from unusual. 

Boardroom departures with 
lottery-winning pay settlements 
are becoming weekly events in 
the higher echelons of British 
business these days. Top com- 
pany bosses may be well paid, 
but they are pushed out with 
ever-increasing frequency if 
their performance is not up to 
scratch. Pay-offs of £500,000 are 
typical for a chief executive. A 
million or more is not uncom- 
mon. 

Some have compared the 
meny-go-round to life as a 
football manager. 

In football, a bad run of form 
on the pitch is often followed 
rapidly by that dreaded call 
from the chairman. In major 
British companies - or at least 
those with shares listed on the 
stock market - a couple of 
profits warnings and a nose-div- 
ing share price are usually 
enough these days to bring the 
ejector seat into action. 

“I think the reason is that the 
stakes have got higher," says 
one senior fond manager. “The 
rewards for success are greater 
and the threats posed by failure 
are more obvious." 

The biggest companies are 
betting tagger as a result of glob- 
alisation and a wave of mega- 
mergers and the sums involved 
are now enormous. A bit of bad 
news can now wipe billions of 
pounds off a company's value 
in stock market terms and peo- 
ple want someone to blame. 

Normally the people push- 
ing out the boss are the non-ex- 
ecutive directors whose job it is 
to ensure Lhat the board is op- 
erating effectively and in the 
best interests of share holders. 

As Peter Butler, corporate 
focus director at Hermes, the 
pension fond group points out 
“A few years ago, the non-ex- 
ecutives were often pals of the 
chairman. Now most are gen- 
uinely independent and they are 
prepared to be the catalysts of 
change." 

There has been a string of 
high-profile boardroom casu- 
alties over the lost few months 
and most have been thrown 
overboard by the non-execu- 
tives. The Jim Fifield fall-out 
at EMI came after his nomi- 
nation for the top job was 
blocked by the non-executives. 
Last week Charles Bowen went 
as chief executive of Booker, the 
cash & cany group, after four 
profit warnings in 18 months. 

Last summer, Martin Owen, 
the bead of NatWesfs invest- 
ment banking division, fell on 
his sword after an £80 million 
“black hole' was discovered in 
the bank's accounts. And when 
Barclays decided to sell large 
chunks of its investment bank- 
ing business last year after poor 
performance. Bill Harrison, 
the division’s chief executive, re- 
signed. He is reported to have 
earned more than £5m in 13 
months. 

Others who have quit sud- 
denly have included Ann Iver- 
son, the £lra-a-year American 
who ran Laura Ashley until last 
year. And Richard Clothier 
was ousted as chief executive of 
Dalgety, the Spiller's petfood 
company, after its financial 
performance turned into a 
dog’s breakfast 

it is dear that being a chair- 
man or chief executive of a ma- 
jor UK company is now a 
significantly less Secure post 
than it was. Up until about 10 
years ago. these jobs were, if not 
for life, then a good decade or 


more. As long as you didn't do 
something spectacularly awful 
tike take all your clothes off at 
the annual shareholders meet- 
ing, you were pretty much safe. 
Now the optimum length of ser- 
vice in these jobs is seen as five- 
seven years. After that a 
manager is considered stale, 
even past it. 

A look back at some of the 
lengthy service of recent cor- 
porate history tells the story. 
Lord Weinstock was managing 
director of the GEC industrial 
group for more than 30 years 
but his successor. Lord Simp- 
son, can only expect a fraction 
of that length of tenure. 

And corporate dynasties are 
now frowned upon. 

The PDkington family ran 
the St Helcns-based glass mak- 
er for over a century. But the 
last family member stepped 
down some time ago and it is 
unlikely that a KUdngton will 
ever run the business again. 

David Sainsbury, Lord 
Sainsbury of TUrville, still runs 



That’s rich: Jim Fifield 
(above) and B ill Harrison 
have both benefited from 
“golden parachutes’ 



the family supermarket em- 
pire but there arc no family suc- 
cessors in sight. The same is true 
at Cadbury Schweppes, where 
a family member is still chair- 
man. but new blood has been 
brought in to lake the business 
forward. Having the right sur- 
name is no longer enough. 

If directors are under pres- 
sure from their non-executives, 
this last group is often re- 
sponding to pressure from Gty 
fond managers which control 
large investments in big com- 
panies. 

These shareholders are be- 
coming increasingly vocal in 
their criticism of under-per- 
forming directors, a feature of 
business life long established in 
the United States. 

All this will not worry top 
managers too much whose skills 
are in such demand that they 
can negotiate lucrative con- 
tracts. 

So if they succeed they re 7 
ceive generous bonuses and if 
they foil they pocket large pay- 
offs. 

And even if a chief executive 
does get Lhe boot they can of- 
ten get an equally senior job' 
elsewhere before too long. 

This is assuming that their 
performance was not too dire 
and even then they can always 
try to argue that their strategy 
was affecLed by circumstances 
outside their control - like fi- 
nancial turmoil in the ftr East 
or the strong pound. 

And even if lhat does not 
work, they can go West and get 
a job on a board of an overseas 
company. 

Additional research by fceoy 
Bene W ond Lea Poterso^ 
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There’s no place like home 





Street I He: Oxford Circus, 1996 (above), Karen 1997 (below left) who died just four days later, Simon on the floor of his Camberwell flat 1998 (below left), with a friend and her children 


WHEN B31 Shearman founded Crisis at 
Christmas it was a Conservative plot Ex- 
traordinary as it might seem, the charity 
which is this month marking 30 years' cru- 
sading for the homeless began life as a bid 
to wrestle power from Labour in the East 
End of London. 

Mr Shearman had finished his National 
Service and returned home to work in his 
father’s builders' merchants and join the 
Tories. Realising the uphill struggle they 
faced in a fiercely pro-Labour area, he 
formed Ihe East London Conservative As- 
sociation (ELCA) and began to look 
around to see how it could make itself rel- 
evant to the impoverished electorate. “The 
idea behind ELCA was to by, very naive- 
ly I suppose, to outflank the Labour Par- 
ty m areas of social concern." 

The problems of the time were vast. 
Official estimates for Britain put the num- 
ber of homeless single people at 13,000, 
with 1,000 of them sleeping rough* the ma- 
jority in London. The real figures were 
probably much higher. 

In Cable Street, the notorious battle 
ground of Mosley's fascists, meths- 
drinkers and drop-outs lived in hovels. 
“The stench was terrible, and there were 
makeshift beds made of sacks." recalls Mr 
Shearman, now a bluff 60-year-old busi- 
nessman. “I remember going and there 
was a man being looked after by a woman 
who was obviously on drugs, which was 
shocking in these days. Even in Scotland 
people talked about Cable Street." 

With the backing of "One Nation" Tory 
Ian Macleod. then shadow Chancellor, Mr 
Sheannan decided something must be 
done. But then, with amazing political self- 
lessness. it was agreed that the problem 
was too big to be party-political. 

“We thought everybody in society, all 
the ’haves’, should unite - youth dubs, 


Hundreds of people will be back on the streets later this week, as winter shelters close their doors. 
On Sunday, Crisis is staging a fund-raising show at the Globe Theatre to mark 30 years of helping 
the homeless - and as Louise Jury reports, there’s more work to be done than ever 



churches, parties - to raise money and 
highlight the people who were at the bot- 
tom of the heap," Mr Sheannan says. 

He found a socialist chairman in Nick 
Bcacock, the local curate at St Barnabas’ 
Church in East Ham (who now works for 
another housing charity). The aim was to 
raise money and give die homeless of the 
East End a proper Christmas. With £100 
each from Macicod and the (hen Labour 
MP Reg Prentice. Mr Shearman began 
work. Crisis at Christmas was bora. 

“I went to see everyone in the parties, 
I involved the church. Ian Madeod tried 
to get us publidty but nobody was inter- 


ested," Mr Shearman says. But they 
pressed ahead and organised four spon- 
sored walks, from Windsor, Up minister, 
St Albans and RedhiH and a symbolic walk 
from Cable Street itself, culminating in a 
candle-lit rally. Three thousand people 
gathered in Hyde Park on 17 December 
1967, where they were addressed by 
Madeod, along with Dr David Owen, then 
a young Labour MP, and Donald, later 
Lord Soper, the Methodist minister and 
still a vice-president of the charity. 

They raised £7,000, which was distrib- 
uted to organisations working m the East 
End. “I was profoundly disappointed," Bill 


Sherman says. “I'd hoped, perhaps a bit 
ambitiously, to raise £50,000. But every- 
body else thought it was marvellous.'’ . 

The foQowing year they conjured up 
the idea of a pilgrimage in reverse, start- 
ing in Canterbury and coming to London. 

Michael Ramsay, the then Archbish- 
op, and Macleod led the start of the walk 
which ended in a rally in Westminster Cen- 
tral Methodist HalL “Most people say that 
the pilgrimage put Crisis at Christinas on 
the map," Mr Shearman says. 

The appeals became an annual event 
and the organisation registered as a char- 
ity. In 1972, it held its first "open Christ- 


mas." offering shelter, food and support 
to the street homeless from a church in 
Lambeth. Now called simply Crisis, the 
charity works all year round with an an- 
nual budget of £5-5m. 

As it commemorates its 30th year with 
a star-studded fund-raising event at the 
Globe Theatre in London, the charity’s 
chief executive, Shaks Ghosh, says the 
need for its work is-as great as ever, even 
if the nature of the problem has changed. 

Thirty years ago, the single homeless 
were mostly older men - the “gentlemen 
of the road". In the 1980s, single home- 
lessness became a young people’s prob- 


Photngraphs: Martin Toft 


lem- The lost government’s rough sleep- 
ers’ initiative helped many find somewhere 
to live, although teenagers continue to end 
up on the streets, often as the result of fam- 
ily breakdowns or conflicts over boyfriends 
and drugs. Now the failure of the Core in 
the Community policy and its impact on 
the mentally ill is the top priority. 

The average life expectancy of single 
homeless people is 42. They are 50 limes 
more likely to be fatally assaulted and one 
in 50 in London suffers from tuberculo- 
sis. Hundreds more are homeless outside 
the capital where the smaller numbcis 
mean even less support is available to them. 

At the Globe, as Roiy Bre inner, Kathy 
Burke. Jane Homxrks and the singer Beth 
Orton lake to the stage, up to 600 peo- 
ple will flood on to the streets as the win- 
ter shelters in London dose. 

“The problem is entirely resolvable giv- 
en proper resourcing." Shaks Ghosh 
says. She is optimistic that the Govern- 
ment’s social exdusion unit will help tack- 
le the enormous problem of 
communication between departments. 

Bill Sheannan ended his close in- 
volvement with the charity after the 1969 
pilgrimage. “I was tired of it,” he admits. 
“I didn’t see myself as a social worker.” 
He praises those who look it forward. “To 
start a thing is one thing, bur tribute should 
be paid to those who built it up step by 
step." But he never expected it to be still 
going. “If you had asked us what we 
thought would happen in 30 years’ time, 
we would have said that tire problem 
would be solved,” he says. What does it 
say about our society that it is not?” 
Tickets for Under the Heavens at the Globe 
Theatre on Sunday, 29 March, arc available, 
pice £5-£25 from Ticketmaster 0171 344 
4444. It will be preceded by a candle-lit pro- 
cession from Si John's Church, Waterloo. 
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Look out! Big Mother is watching you 



TIM 

HULSE 


ANOTHER How to our indi- 
vidual freedoms or just a help- 
ing hand from our friendly 
Government? Certainly it was 
hardly a surprise when it 
emerged at the weekend that 
TV programmes are likely to be 
given ratings, which will grade 
transmissions according to the 
amount of sex, violence and bad 
language they contain- 

Eariier this month we bad 
already had an indication of the 
way the Government is think- 


ing on censorship when Chris 
Smith made it clear that he and 
hs colleagues were not opposed 
to the V-chip in principle and 
announced that he would be 
evaluating its use in the Unit- 
ed States, where all new tele- 
vision sets are legally required 
to carry one. 

The so-called V-chip is a de- 
vice which allows parents to 
block their children from see- 
ing c ertain programmes, and its 
introduction in this country has ., 
been mooted for some time. It' 
would be particularly effective 
if it were used in conjunction 
with programme grading. 

In America, the chip has 
been championed by the flam- 
boyant senator Ed Markey, 
who considers the whole con- 
cept oFV-chips “unassailable". 
At a recent meeting in London. 
Markey countered accusations 
that the V-chip smacks of Big 
Brother by saying that it was ac- 
tually more like “Big Mother" 
because it offers extra protec- 
tion for famfliesl 

“Big Mother*’ is a perfect 
phrase for summing up the 
Government’s increasingly nan- 
nyish tendencies, typified re- 
cently in the banning of beef on 


the bone. “There’s far too 
much maternal government. 
It's that idea that the govern- 
ment is a kind of substitute par- 
ent,” says Brian Micklethwait, 
editorial director of the Liber- 
tarian Alliance, which publish- 
es pamphlets on such topics as 
free markets and social free- 
doms. As far as he is con- 
cerned, Big Mother is no better 
than Big Brother. 

.As a libertarian and out- 
spoken opponent of the Big 
Mother society, Micklethwait 
would oppose any proposal 
that the V-chip should be com- 
pulsory in television sets. In his 
opinion it’s up 10 the individ- 
ual to decide whether to have 
one or not, not for the Gov- 
ernment to demand it. And by 
the same token, he believes that 
it’s up to individuals to decide 
whether they want to smoke or 
not, rather than for politicians 
to make smoking ilicgaLby tax- 
ing it prohibitively. He sees the 
issue of passive smoking in 
terms of property rights and be 
is appalled at the idea of smok- 
ing being made illegal in pub- 
lic places. 

Mr Micklethwait is watching 
constantly for further erosions 


of our personal freedom. Ihkc 
wheel-damping, which in his 
view is often no more than “li- 
censed kidnapping". The ques- 
tion of compulsory seatbelts, 
however, which vexed libertar- 
ians some years ago, is less of an 

issue for him. since he believes 
all roads should be privately 
owned. Naturally, be believes 
that if people want io take 
dru^, it’s entirely up to them. 

For Mr Micklethwait. two of 
the main factors behind the rise 
of Big Mother in British life are 
doctors and “the collapse of so- 
cialism”. Medical experts, he 
thinks, because they are doc- 
tors, jump to the conclusion that 
everyone is begging to be told 
what to do. And they tend to 
confuse medical issues with le- 
gal and moral ones. 

And secondly, because so- 
cialism has collapsed: “There's 
a whole generation of meddlers 
wto are out of johs," he says. 
HDiey can't say the Govern- 
ment should run everything 
any more, so they’re just left 
with a few respectable med- 
dlings..” 

Micklethwait’s views might 
be extreme compared to the 
view of others in this country. 


but, in the United Sla 
ertarianism is, withoui 
considerably more uf a 
be reckoned with. This 
Bill Clinton discovered 1 
attempted to outlaw 
cent” or “patently ofl 
material on the Inter, 
years ago. In a massive 
defiance, sites all » r 
World Wide Web w 
against black hackurou 
the While Hous* 
avalanched by a wave 
stop e-mails from prut 
He should have knu 
ter. for the Internet is i 

home of libertarianisn 
might not like Big Mol 
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Russian emigre uuthi 
Raud, who founded a ctil 
interest known as ubjec 
On the Net you will l 
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the kind of stuff that c;v 

the Mood run culd, T 
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Jenny Saville 
and Glen 
Luchford: 
Closed 
Contact 14. 
(Photographed 
with Hbsselbtad 
through perspex) 


2 Vile 


bodies! 


ution 


Plain sick or life as art? 
Ann Treneman finds the 
^human form is testing 
the boundaries of taste 


• R*charc 

;.v.’ ^:T>' 



SUE FOX has taken some 1,500 pho- 
... tographsofdead bodies she has met in 
a Manchester morgue but hardly any- 
- one has seen them. And for a good rea- 
' son. “I did a couple of exhibitions and 
left a comments book and got loads of 
abuse. Things like ‘you’re adc’ and your 
life must be very scary* and 'you’ve got 
problems, you must come to the Lord.’ 
j found it quite funny actually. I just 
-•reckon that a lot of people have got a 
lot of fear around death.” 

She would reckon right Now, as port 
of Channel 4’s Vile Bodies series* many 
more people will see the photographs 
and be shocked in Spite of themselves. 
They say we. live in an age without 
taboos, but they are wrong. All you need 
to do to prove that to yourself is to open 
the book that goes with the series on 
the bus or the train and watch people 
flee. I mention this to series producer 
Adam Barker and he is not surprised. 
■'Many of the photographs deal with real 
taboos. We are looking at how artists 
push the boundaries of areas that are 
normally repressed. Our buttons will get 
pushed at some point. Everyone has dif- 
ferent fears." 

V There are three programmes in the 
series around the themes of nakedness, 
children and death. "We did not start 
out thinking how can we upset people. 
After all, that b fairly easy to do," said 
Barker. Instead be started out wanting 
to show the work of several artists. These 
include the likes of Nick Waphngton, 
who re-stages suicides and Sally Mann, 
who photographed her own children to 
great controversy. The series took two 
years of thinking time and nine months 
to film. “As a society we have such rigid 
and defined ideas of what is a normal 
body," says Barker, “and about what is 
seen as abnormal and normal. All of 
Lhese photographers are questioning 
what that is.” 

Jenny Saville had a friend at art 
school who used to draw on her leg 
where she wanted her body to end, “Of 
course it was completely futile because 
the line kept moving." says Saville. The 
diet may have been a failure but the fries 
was not. “It stuck in my bead and be- 
gan a ball rolling. 1 started to question 
how we approach the female body in 
media and magazines," she says. 

She wanted images of larger bodies 
but found that she had to go to porn 
and medicine to find them. Then Sav- 
ille - now best known for her larger- 
than-life paintings of the female body 
- became interested in plastic sui'gcry 
and how we choose to change our bod- 
. ics. She was tn New York observing plas- 
tic surgery when she met fashion 
photographer Glenn Luchford, when 
he came over to photograph her for a 
magazine article. Both of them bad 
hangovers, so they went to lunch in- 
stead. Jenny had already started ex- 
perimenting with photographing her 
. own naked body pressed against glass 
but was having trouble with reflection. 

. She asked Glenn’s advice. He gave n 
and they decided to collaborate. 

: % “I wanted to make a smear of the 
«Sdv. 1 was interested in disrupting rt. 

. We are so used to Seeing one kind or 

! hnage.Thenmirziybuttxji^a^^ 

: the same place and the breasts 

! ther side. 1 wanted to disrupt thah^ 

: says. She succeeded. The 
i achieved by Saville ly^gonau^ 

1 thick platform of Perspex directly 



jouko Lehtola, Untitled, 1997 


(Photographed on Pen tax 6.7) 


Luchford with his camera. “The first 
time I think, be was quite apprehensive. 
He’s used to fashion models whose bod- 
ies are frail and small. I’m not ashamed 
of my nakedness and just told him what 
to do." 

They did six shoots of three or four 
days each (Saville’s body gpt too bruised 
and sore to do any more). They used 
Polaroids at first. All in all there are 
3,000 images, but only 17 have been 
made into huge prints. The ones of her 
head are the most recent shots and the 
scale of the prints is huge, with each of 
her teeth being about a foot talk Does 
she think the images are disturbing? 
“Some people say they find them 
strangely beautiful- I don’t usually 
think abouL what somebody else thinks 
is acceptable or not, though." 

JOUKO LEHTOLA is a 34-year-old 
Finnish photographer, who used to pho- 
tograph bands until he realised be was 
more interested in die audience and in- 
nocence loSL “1 got interested in what 
happens before teenagers came to the 
concert, outside the hall, in the park- 
ing places. There are rites. Girls do 
make-up and they listen to music and 
drink beer, waiting for the evening.” 

Over the years he has taken thou- 
sands of photographs of teens be- 
tween the ages of 15 and 25. He goes 


to the places he went to as a teenager 
in Helsinki, on the beach, in bars and 
also to the midsummer festivals held in 
the middle of forests, hundreds of 
miles from parents. “They are doing the 
same rituals that their parents have 
done. They have kissed for the first time 
in those places and drank their first 
drink. Summer is short here and so it 
is the only time when you can actual- 
ly feel freedom. 1 learned much more 
there than at school. About what? 
About life, about girls, just experiences." 

The photographs show kids snog- 
ging, with neckfuls of love-bites, drunk 
and disorderly (with the black eyes to 
prove it). “They are not ashamed. No, 
they are noli" he says. “I tty to be at 
the same level as them. 1 try to respect 
them. When I go into these situations 
I laugh and I cry with them. The cam- 
era is like my eye. They can see that. 
The key is to be very very open." 

He spotted the couple with the blue 
and yellow hair at a midsummer festi- 
val where 13-year-olds run wild on 
home-brew, “They were sitting there 
kissing and 1 asked if I could take their 
photo. They kissed for three frames. I 
mainly just take one or two shots of each 
and not more because otherwise they 
start to pose too much. I am trying to 
capture the feeling when I saw them. 



By Sue Fox 


(Photographed on second-hand Yashka) 


“They are not posing in. that mo- 
ment 1 have to go up to them and have 
a short conversation. If they trust me 
in that short moment, then it works. 
Otherwise it doesn’t and I can see that 
the photographs have been taken by an 
outsider." 

SUE FOX says she has always been 
interested in the unusual. She remem- 
bers one school project on religion, for 
instance, where everyone was doing 
weddings and births. Except for Sue. 
She was doing funerals, TTien in the 
Eighties she became a Buddhist and her 
interest in death grew. “I really want- 
ed to get into a mortuary and face my 
own fear of death. I have had a lot of 
moments where I have been afraid, but 
I like facing my demons." It took eight 
years of trying but finally, in 1993, she 
was given access. 

“My first body was a Turkish lorry 
driver who had drowned. 1 was shocked 
I wasn't sick or anything. 1 observed as 
much as possible and took some pho- 
tos and went home and reflected." She 
has been back at least SO times and says 
that every corpse has shocked her in 
some way. Sometimes she is “shii- 
scared", sometimes she cries. “I didn’t 
become anaesthetised. Basically I am 
capturing something that is going to 
happen to everybody. Most people 
haw post ruortems done to them.” 
Every body is remembered in detaiL 
The one in our photograph, which is be- 
ing cut up and cleaned by a mortician, 
belonged to an emaciated man who may 
have been an alcoholic. “I just son of 
empathised and wondered what his last 
few years were like," says Fox. We talk 
about another of her photographs, of 
a black man who was only discovered 
after he’d been dead for several days. 
The photograph shows little bits of pa- 
per all round him. “Those little things 
are actually shredded tax forms that are 
put in the body cavities to soak up the 
blood. He was very swollen because he 
had a lot of gas in him. So they just 
popped him and all the gas came out. 
You can see that his Skin is peeling away. 
You think that people of other races 
have quite a layer of coloured skin but 

it literally tissue thin." 

The VUe Bodies programmes Kids and 
The Dead will be shown on 30 March and 
6 April on Channel 4. The book Vile Bod- 
ies : Photography and the Crisis of Look- 
ing by Chris T&wnsebd is published by 
Pnestel at £24.95. 
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Women on the 
edge of ecstasy 


Tom Lubbock 

loses his way in 
j Nancy Spero’s 
free-flowing visions 
of a female utopia 

PICTURES are good at par- 
adise. One reason is that unlike 
written stories, they only need 
to show a single moment of 
their blissed -out worlds. They 
don’t have to imagine what 
happens there on a day-to- 
day basis. All the same, these 
visions can become a little 
oppressive - lots of singing and 
dancing. Iols of lying around, 
all right for a holiday but you 
wouldn't want to live there. 
Sometimes indeed, as with the 
illustrations to Jehovah’s Wit- 
ness leaflets depicting a uni- 
versal picnic in national 
costumes in a safari park, the 
promised land looks distinctly 
off-putting. 

There's a kind of women's 
version of paradise on view in 
Birmingham now. This is Let the 
Priests 7rcniWt' by Nancy Spero, 
American artist and feminist. 
It’s a big free-fnrm mural paint- 
ing, spreading over all four 
sides of the largest room at the 
IKON Gallery's new premis- 
es. With its multitude of multi- 
coloured female figures floating 
floor-to-ceiling around the 
high, bright space, it's a fine ad- 
vert for the architecture. It’s 
also a paradise that looks more 
like liberty - a picture without 
a frame and without a central 
focus, an open all-around 
ground on which the images are 
scattered in groups or singly, 
with plenty of white breathing 
and moving space between 
them. 

Spero’s is an art of quota- 
tions. a form of collage. She is 
72, and for the last 20 years, 
since she gave up straight paint- 
ing, her work has deployed a 
growing scrap-book of found 
images of women taken from a 
wide range of sources. Hand- 
printed on these walls you find 
figures from Egyptian tombs, 
Greek vases, aboriginal rock 
drawings, gorgons, Meso- 
potamian mother goddesses, 
the strange creatures of mad 
art, body-builders from muscle 
mags. TTaere are pert, leather- 
bound nymphets from porno 
comics. There’s the Celtic 
fertility gargoyle, the Sheeta-na- 
gig , holding open her vagina 
with both bands. 

Dynamic, aggressive, tor- 
mented, ecstatic, grotesque, 
or obscene, they’re all of then 
caught up in a celebratory 
Maenad dance, rushing in 
headlong stampedes, spinning 
off in serene flight (though 
sometimes taking lime out in 
more static tableaux). It's a par- 
adise in opposition, too. The 
foil title, whose words hound 
across the walls in red letter- 
ing among the images, goes: 
“Let the priests tremble, we’re 
going to show them our sextsl 
Too bad for them if they fall 
apart on discovering that 
women aren’t men. and that 
the mother doesn’t have one". 
The declaration quotes Helene 
Cixous, French feminist 
philosopher. “Sexts" evident- 
ly means genitals. The call is: 
Up the fanny! 

Of course, this may not 
seera a very persuasive paradise 
-in fact ii might be a rather va- 
pid gyno-utopian fantasy which 
imagines women rescued from 
history, set free, and united in 
a wild, trans-cullural. tri- 
umphal get-together. (And the 
Cixous quote surely isn’t en- 
couraging, too thrilled by ils 
own daring rebelliousness: 
yeah, get you, priests!) 

Well, the utopian impulse is 
there, but the collage technique 
gives it a turn and an edge. The 
images are lifted out of their 
times and places, and set to- 
gether, at the same time, as 
with any found images, they 
don’t lose the memory of their 
original contexts and identities, 
which pull them back and pull 
them apart- This is why the col- 
lage is important If Spero had 
painted the figures herself 
from scratch, you wouldn't 
feel that tug. 

As it is. these women plain- 
ly don’t belong in the same big 
picture. Their styles and scales 
clash. The groups and stories 
they form are never quite in 
synch. Their original actions tell 
against the ways they've been 
manipulated - turned upside 


down, superimposed, or sub- 
jected (o multiple repetitions. 
M do-brandishing vase-figures 
foil over backwards. A dozen 
Sfieela-na-gigs are linked up, 
arm-in-arm. into a slightly ab- 
surd chorus-line. 

So there's a continual ten- 
sion between the images and 
their reusage, which puts dra- 
ma into the timeless, sisters-do- 
ing-it-for-themsclves revels. 
Partly the figures are liberated, 
made protagonists of their own 
world. But they're also, so to 
speak, surprised to find them- 
selves placed on this new and 
communal stage. They meet in 
incongruous encounters, 
friendly or farcical. And they’re 
clearly the playthings of the 
artist's helping hand, the artist 
here playing Goddess, super- 
choreographer, putting them 
through their paces in designs 
which, again, the participants 
can’t help resisting. Utopian 
unison isahvuys on the point of 


•Vomanly" aesthetic of loss, but 
eventually it loses me. 

The other artist in IKON’S 
opening show is a young British 
one, Georgina Starr. I must ad- 
mit, I’ve never liked her work, 
didn't expect to here, and 
didn’t What’s more tricky (in 
terms of Uying to describe it in 
a way that isn’t completely 
numb). I can't really imagine 
what even its fens manage to ad- 
mire in h. 1 guess they must find 
the oafishness zany, and the 
naivete piquant or somehow de- 
ceptive. 

TUberama is part video, part 
installation. The video shows a 
very crudely, animated and 
childishly told cartoon story. 
Passengers on an uncomfort- 
able underground train journey 
are transported to a magic cas- 
tle, where a magician makes lit- 
tle creatures out of the Weakest 
emotions’ of each one, fur 
them to lake home in a jar and 
nurture. The walk-through in- 



Free-form: Spero's mural at the IKON Newsceam 


breaking down; thus a more 
credible and more desirable 
utopia. 

At least, this kind of per- 
formance is something that 
Spero's art always promises. 1 
certainly think that free -form 
mural - as opposed to the sep- 
arate scroll pictures she other- 
wise makes - is its ideal format. 
But when it comes to specifics, 
I don't see that the potential 
tensions are realised very often. 
The chorus-line is good, but her 
juxtapositions usually don't 
bring their figure-elements to 
any particular new life. Any- 
thing. it seems, can go off with 
anything, meanings spin off in 
random ways, the surprises 
don’t really. Attention wan- 
ders. No doubt this is all in the 
cause of a general air of liber- 
ty. a drifting, non-structured 


stallation looks like the set of 
a low-tech kids’ TV show, and 
kind of tells the story again, with 
cut-out figures, a castle, and a 
model tube-train that goes 
round and round. 

All I can think of saying is 
that the cartoon itself would be 
lucly to be shown on big or 
small screen; that if you find all 
this fun, it could only seem so 
in the rarefied air of an art 
gallery, if you find it thought- 
ful, that’s a tribute to the gen- 
erosity of your own intelligence, 
and & you find it a disturbing 
psychodrama, you must be of a 
very nervous disposition. 

Nancy Spero & Georgina Starr. 
IKON GaUery, l OozeUs Square, 
Brindleyplace, Birmingham B1 
2HS (0121 248 0708): until 24 
May: five admission. 
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WIN A FAIRYTALE BREAK AT 

Dalhousie Castle 



Take part in our unique 
competition and you could be 
enjoying an unforgettable 
romantic weekend at the 13th 
century Dalhousie Castle 
hotel. Situated in countryside 
just 20 minutes from the heart 
of Edinburgh, the castle has 
played host to many famous 
historical figures from Oliver 
Cromwell to Queen Victoria. 

Your prize would Include two 
nights luxury accommodation 
for two in a Castle double/twin 
room with a complimentary 
room upgrade, subject to 
availability. foil Scottish 
breakfasts, dinners in the fine 
(fining barrel-vaulted Dungeon 
restaurant and a 
complimentary bottle of 
champagne on arrival. Prize id 
be taken by 31/10/91 

To enter this competition dial 
the number below, answer the 
following question on line and 


leave your name and full 
address. 


Q: When is Burns night 
celebrated? 

Call 0930 514 881 


Ifjuite not iicfy enough BMriwfy 
not tote atarnegr rf an caishe 


fad* speed nsctfjust £115 per 

hasoatnoiyandfandyaKpanxr 
to 9 am *4* my w*A buy 

and dhner m die Dungeon nstaurant 
monenfcfc OfcrwMumijjaWa* 
1 99S.exduMns Easier aid subject to 

wt&bQy, O^rtmeden two sharing a 
nom fir o tnhnun mo nfyjr my 

^tcck at o^makCtak cm 01675 
B20tS3i 


Independent gfe 


Can tag SOp p» nwun a « arm. Whim pmm „ ^ - 






the independent 
Tuesday 24 march 

20 


20/COMMENT 



t ■■ 


mi: 



EDITOR; ROSIE BOYCOTT: DEPUTY EDITOR: CHRIS BLACKHURST 
ADDRESS: 1 CANADA SQUARE. CANARY WHARF. LONDON EM 5DL 
TELEPHONE: 0171 2R3 2000 OR 0171 345 2000 
FAX: 0171 293 2435 OR 0171 345 2435 
The independent on the Internet: www.iNDEPENDENr.co.uic 


Citizenship for a 
new generation 

SHOULD British children be taught how to be citizens ? Yes, says the Gov- 
ernment. Whose report on how to bring this about in schools will soon be 
oul The Prime Minister s favourite education guru. Professor Michael Bar- 
ber, wants teachers to fill the gap left, as he puts it, by “the absence of 
God and Man". No. says Patrick Tobin, a leading spokesman for fee- 
paying schools, who has attacked Professor Barber about the dangers of 
•‘indoctrination". So who's right? 

No part of British education has been so dangerously neglected as “cit- 
izenship ”. We do not adequately teach our children about what it means 
to be citizens in a modem state. The 1988 Education Act places a clear 
obligation on schools to promote the “spiritual, moral cultural mental and 
physical development of pupils at the school and of society". The fulfil- 
ment of the last of these is patchy. This is why the intervention of the Gov- 
ernment's head of the standards and effectiveness unit, to give Professor 
Barber his precise title, is so important. Here's what he said: “Christiani- 
ty has become a minority interest, stOl hugely influential historically and 
culturally, but no longer able to claim unquestioning obedience. The vigour 
and urgency with which we are seeking to modernise our education sys- 
tem is driven in part by a belief that together we can and must do better 
if the veneration currently in our schools is to find fulfilment. I am look- 
ing for an ethos that can be shared by people who have religious beliefs 
and those who do not". 

Well, that ethos is ready and waiting- plural democracy. Mr Tobin, Chair 
of the Headmasters* and Headmistresses’ Conference, says this means mak- 
ing Leachers “deliver a particular view of society". He misses the point. 
The promotion of liberal, democratic and plural values and the stimula- 
tion of moral thought ensures the precise opposite. 

The far greater danger is endure a system in which teachers deliver no 
particular view - or understanding - of society at all We are already liv- 
ing with some of the consequences of this - manifested as it is in cynicism 
about politics and politicians, poor and declining turnouts in elections and 
referendum*, and the weakness in civic discourse in this country. 

Recent research by Professor Ivor Crewe has shown a strong link be- 
tween fostering social, political and moral “debate" and “participation". 
It surely stands to reason that if children are not informed about the ex- 
istence of something called a local council and what it does they are las 
likely to grow up into the kind of people who think it is remotely worth- 
while to bother to vote for it. stand for election to it, or even be aware of 
what it does. In John Kennedy’s model of citizenship - “ask not what your 
country can do for you but what you can do for your country" - we are in- 
creasingly unlikely to be able to answer even the first question. It repre- 
sents another, less talked about aspect of social exclusion. 

But there is a potent, danger with teaching “citizenship" - boredom. The 
worst of all possible worlds would be to so botch the effort that a whole gen- 
eration thinks that citizenship is about as interesting as geology or algebra. 
The way in which a more controlled, productive and practical “citizenship” 
is taught is obviously crucial. Bodies like the Citizenship Foundation have 
developed excellent ideas for encouraging children, from primary school on- 
wards, to develop morally aware habits of thought Teaching methods and 
materials can be developed which ensure that one of the major failures of 
“civics" in the 1950s and 1960s- an air of detachment - can be avoided. 

The Government's own proposals, from the Advisory Group on Citi- 
zenship Education, chaired by Professor Bernard Crick, are imminent We 
should expect great things from the author of In Defence of Politics. 

Citizenship needs to be taught well but it also needs to be taught dif- 
ferently - not as an exam subject and certainly not with a rigid curriculum. 

The fostering of a generation of “responsible citizens" is possible. There 
is sufficient goodwill for it and it need not make huge demands on resources. 
The quality of public debate on devolution in Scotland stands as an ex- 
ample oF what can be achieved. One has only to think about the urgency 
and complexity of issues like the single currency to realis e the challenge 
that awaits government and teachers alike, lony Blair's government has 
embarked on a great programme of political reforms. The fostering of a 
generation of responsible citizens has the potential to be the vital human 
underpinning of those changes. 


Cherie goes in to bat 
for a true blue brewer 


BRITAIN’S brewers are having a fight with Europe in the courts. As the 
Tory party’s oldest allies, one might expect little less of them What is more 
surprising is the lady beading their legal team. Mrs Cherie Blair deserves 
a separate life as Ms Cherie Booth, QC, one of the hottest briefs in town. 
That she is a successful lawyer earning more than her husband is a source 
of pleasure for all who want Britain to be a meritocracy where women with 
talent can get ahead. None the less she does deserve a measure of priva- 
cy in her profession, where the "cab rank" rule applies and barristers take 
whatever cases the solicitors bring them. 

Bui wc would need to be superhumanly self-denying not to notice the 
irony of Ms Booth’s appearance yesterday on behalf of a brewer. Shep- 
herd Ncame. This is no ordinary blue brewer. Without the company Cherie 
Booth is representing in the Court of AppeaL the Conservative Party in 
the county of Kent would long ago have atrophied: they have supplied sev- 
eral generations of Kent County Council Tory members. Now the wife of 
the Labour premier is going into bat for them, in a case moreover which 
turns on restrictions in our trading relations with the European Union. 
Ms Booth will, on past performance, turn in a skilled and persuasive pre- 
sentation of her client's case. In so doing she may be helping making the 
world safe for Toryism. What a tribute to political pluralism 



Moving the King’s Library 

MAY we reply to Brian Lang's letter 
(23 March) concerning the disman- 
tling of the King's Library at the 
British Museum and the transfer of 
the books collected by George in 
from the magnificent room specifically 
designed by Sir Robert Smiike to con- 
tain them, to tite new British Library 
at St Pancras? On a major heritage 
issue such as this, an exception must 
be made to the general rule that the 
national collection of books should 
be housed together in one place. 

Whfle many great libraries around 
the world are housed in distinguished 
buildings, there are all too few in- 
stances where a collection of books 
created by one individual survive in- 
tact in the period architectural set- 
ting designed for them. King George 
ffl’s library remains in the neo-clas- 
sical room designed for its reception 
and is thus a remarkable document 
of the taste of (be Enlightenment. 

Mr Lang makes much of the need 
to benefit researchers by having afl 
the British Library’s books togeth- 
er on one site, but anyone involved 
with specialist research is accus- 
tomed to moving from library to 
archive in different places and we 
cannot believe that this would be an 
unacceptable burden on those spe- 
cialist scholars to whom the King's 
Library is of interest. 

Finally, Mr Lang argues that the 
room at the British Museum cannot 
provide the proper environmental 
conditions and that, left there, the 
books of the King’s Library will dis- 
integrate. This is a spurious argument 
and many libraries around the world 
manage to provide proper environ- 
mental conditions in historic interi- 
ors. It lakes money and commitment. 
In any case, the British Museum in- 
tends to borrow other collections of 
antiquarian books to fill up the 
empty bookcases. As the Museum 
will therefore be obliged to under- 
take a complete restoration of (he 
King’s Library one must presume 
that a part of this process will be the 
provision of the right environmen- 
tal conditions for period books. 

Let us hope that eventually an en- 
lightened approach to the manage- 
ment of our heritage assets will 
prevail and that in due course the 
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books of the King's Library can be 
returned to their purpose-built room 
at the British Museum. 

GEORGE SAYN; Lord NAPIER and 
ETTRICK; JOHN JULIUS 
NORWICH; Lord POOLE; 
HANNAH WOLFSON 
STEINBERG 
London W1 

Psychiatry in court 

DR Leopold Field (letter, 20 March) 
goes too far in dismissing the valid- 
ity of legal claims for compensation 
for psychiatric conditions. 

Dr Field suggests that many un- 
warranted claims are pursued, often 
at public expense, because it is “vir- 
tually impossible for someone to" be 
interviewed by a psychiatrist and 
leave the consulting room without 
having some psychiatric label at- 
tached to them." If this is true, it is 
not Indictment of the principle that 
psychiatric injury should be a com- 
pensable loss, but just a condemna- 
tion of the practices of some 
psychiatrists. 

The law has only quite recently 
in its history begun in civil and crim- 
inal cases to recognise the clinical 
evidence of mental injury. Post 
traumatic stress disorders .and the 
crime of assault occasioning psy- 
chiatric injuiy are cases in point It 
is surety an insult to the many gen- 
uinely injured victims recognised by 
the courts to suggest their suffering 
is bogus. 

The courts must evaluate the ev- 
idence in each case, and, following 
a recent House of Lords derision 
(Botitfio v City and Hackney (1997] 
2 All ER 771), their task has been 
simplified. The case concerned an al- 
legation of medical negligence, but 
the decision has wider implications 
for the status of medical evidence. 

The Lords ruled that courts are 
now not bound to accept medical 
analysis held by a reasonable body 
of practitioners but are able to sub- 


ject the evidence to a further test of 
reasonableness and logicality. 
Hence, and perhaps very con- 
ten nousiy, psychiatric evidence will 
no longer be regarded as unim- 
peachable by virtue of it being sub- 
stantiated solely by psychiatrists. 

Dr GARY SLAPPER 
Director of the Law Programme 
The Open University 
Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire 

Cathedral finances 

I AM astonished to read on your front 
page (“16 cathedrals invest in arms 
firms", 23 March) that Southwark 
Cathedral is amount those whom you 
allege hold shares in arms firms. The 
very small financial reserve we do have 
is not invested in the arms trade. You 
should be aware that cathedrals act 
in their own right independently of 
diocesan finances, and have done so 
since the Reformation. The allega- 
tions refer to diocesan holdings and 
not to those of the cathedral 

You also quote Paul Flynn MP 
saying that contributors for a roof will 
be alarmed to find their money in- 
vested in the arms trade. The law is 
perfectly clear - money for the roof 
goes towards the roof. If any church 
were to divert designated donations 
they would be acting illegally. 

In this diocese of 25 million 
people and 378 Anglican churches, 
just one parish has shares in a be- 
quest trust fund invested with GEC, 
which diocesan authorities drew to 
the parish's attention some months 
ago. This ts a matter for the trustees 
in that parah to decide upon and not 
for the diocese. 

The finances of English cathe- 
drals are open to public scrutiny and 
they invest according to strict ethical 
investment codes of practice. It is for 
your readers to judge whether they 
trust cathedrals more than newspapers. 
The Vfery Rev COLIN SLEE 
Provost, Southwark Cathedral 
London SE1 


WE wish to point out that St Chad's 
Cathedral has no shares, either in 
Lucas \ferity. Rolls Royce or ary oth- 
er company, British or foreign. In 
fact, the St Chad’s Cathedra) Main- 
tenance Farid only holds its head 
above water thanks to the weekly 
generosity of our own Mass con- 
gregation and to an annual collec- 
tion held in all parishes of the 
Archdiocese of Birmingham on the 
first Sunday of the March each 
year. Our debt to the clergy and laity 
of the Archdiocese is enormous. 
Like most other cathedrals, our 
running costs continue to rise as our 
income falls. 

The Rev PATRICK H DALY 
Administrator 
St Chad's Cathedral 
Birmingham 

Aaronovitch fan club 

DAVID AARONOVITCH should 
not fret over the inattentive women 
in the Canary Wharf lift (“Just 
suppose I looked like Leonardo Di« 
Caprio...",21 March), for he is the 
thinkiog woman's crumpet I am not 
the only wannabe second Mrs 
Aaronovitch. No, we are a multi- 
tude. 

That wit that wisdom, those ex- 
Comrounist credentials, that hand- 
some, sardonic stare. As for the 
corpulence, it is a welcome indica- 
tion ofsensualny-ifsagoodbet that 
a man who takes food seriously will 
have an equally diligent approach to 
love-making. 

In theory. I would love to run 
away with your star columnist and 
have his babies, but infuriatingly, the 
most potent aspect of his allure is his 
loyalty, affection and respect for his 
wife and daughters, which by having 
hhn I would destroy. However, 
should this all be a sham, let it be 
known that I'd be up there at the 
bead of the queue. 

SUSANNAH PERKY 
London E5 


Iniquitous Am Council A 

IT MAY be unpalatable for Antho- 
ny Everitl, former Secretary Gener- 
al of (he Arts Council, chat the author 
Richard Witts sees the history of the 
Arts Council largely in terms of the 
personalities who have run it and that 
’ “he finds onlv knaves and fools" 
(Books, JSM. 21 March). But that is 
the way it is. according to the findings 
of a recent report by the Partiamcn- 
taiy Commissioner far Administration. 

His three-year investigation into 
a complaint against tire Arts Couo- 
ril by the Kosh dance company found 
that the council withheld information 
unreasonably, failed to observe its own 
procedural and ethical code, basL-d de- 
cisions on incomplete information and 
disseminated misleading, prejudicial 
and unjustified information about the 
company. 

Those responsible included the 
roost senior officers and representa- 
tives of the council Just how many 
other companies, directors and 
venues are suffering or hare been de- 
stroyed as a result of the failings 
of those responsible for decision- 
making at the Aits Council? 

We need to build a radical alter- 
native to this iniquitous, self-serving 
system. There is talk of the Arts x 
Council reinventing itself. It will need Wj 
to do much more than that to repair 
the damage it has done to the arts 
community. 

MICHAEL MERWITZER 
Artistic Director, The Kosh 
London N7 


Words fail me 

ADMITTING to failure is never 
easy, but I can onty report a less than 
satisfactory result after taking the el- 
ementary vocabulary test in Judith 
Judd’s article (“Tough words to rest 
our children”. 21 March). 

The crisis in school teacher re- 
cruitment has been widely reported 
If the subject matter related to the 
words in the article is typical of the 
general syllabus content for 1 ! -year- 
olds. is it any wonder that teachers 
are leaving the profession in droves 
and insufficient replacements are 
coming forward? 

BOB ASHTON 
Chester 


Boris hits the bottle as Russia United face anonymity in the Internationa! league 
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“IT'S disgusting. It’s revolting. He’s 
brought the club into total disrepute." “IVe 

supported the side for thirty years, but I’Ve 
never felt this ashamed." “He should re- 
sign straightaway. Sooner, if possible.” Just 
three reactions from shell-shocked sup- 
porters of Russia United, the club which 
started off the season so well and has now 
wandered dangerously close to the 
anonymity zone in the international 
league, writes Rene McGrit, our football spe- 
cialist And flie action which sparked off ' 
this torrent of protest? The shock decision 
by chairman Boris Yeltsin to sack the en- 
tire board of Russia United yesterday, and 
afl the players as well and to fill all the 
functions himself. 

As soon as the decision was made pub- 
lic, thousands of fans marched through the 
streets of Moscow last night chanting; 
“Come on, Boris! Put that bottle of vod- 
ka away and pull your socks up* Alterna- 


tively, go to bed with the bottle of vodka 
and hand the team over to someone who 
can handle it! Or maybe just give us the 
vodka and try a bit of mineral water for a 
change!" However, a defiant Boris Yeltsin 
issued a communique from his holiday 
home by the Black Sea saying that the dub 
would be safe in his hands, as well as the 
vodka, and he brooked no discussion. A 
dose aide said that Boris would be the 
c hairman, the manager, the trainer and the 
whole team, too, until further notice. 

What sparked off ths exnaardinaiy stale 
of affairs was the revelation in a Russian 
magazine, the Moscow Mafia Monthly. 
that Boris Yeltsin has been indulging in reg- 
ular binges of booze and power-broking. 
He has been on the phone for hours on end 
to Baghdad talking to the mighty Saddam 
Hussein, manager of Iraq Bandits, pledg- 
ing his support in International mutches, 
and rin^ng up the United States at all hours 


of day and night, making pledges that no- 
body can understand. The Moscow Mafia 
Monthly magazine even managed to infil- 
trate a reporter into Boris Yeltsin's social 
circle to verity reports of endless drinking 
sessions in the HQ of Russia United, and 
the reporter’s account certainly seems to 
justify what was said. 

“As soon as I arrived, I was plied with 
vodka. After that I was plied with more vod- 
ka. After that, I think I was plied with more 
vodka, but I can't remember anything much 
and I found myself at dawn wandering the 
streets and looking for a taxi I did not find 
one. I still have a hangover, days later." 

At a time when Russia United is fight- 
ing to keep its place in international rat- 
ings, this seems a terminally damaging' 
revelation. Certainty, the fans think so, and 
were out again in Moscow this morning 
chanting; “Don't be a fool Boris - jack it 
in and let us build from the ground upwards 


or* IjS/D 


again in a sensible manner! Or are you too 
efrunk already to listen to us?” 

But many Muscovites simpty shrug and 
turn awav.Afier all they are inured to re- 
verses and misfortunes. Russia United has 
known capricious bosses before. For cen- 
turies, all Russian football was in the hands 
of the Russian royal family, who had dissi- 
dent players taken out and shot. The first 
commoner to be put in charge of the team, 
Lenin, was thought at first to be different 
but be also had players taken out and shot 
- mdeed.be also had the Russian royal fam- 
ity, es-ownras of the learn, taken out and shot. 

The next long-serving manager of the 
team, Joe Stalin, bad afl cricks of he strat- 
egy sent to Siberia, or starved to death, but 
he retained his post for many years after 
notching up notable victories against Ger- 
many in ibe 1940s, and some credhable draws 

agai n st the Ame ri c an s S ince StaDp, however; 
Russian team pl annin g has been in the hands 


rf some old and sick mm who should n, T . 
er have been put in charge of the i™ , 

its reputation has ouS2 ^ U " d 

Boris Yeltsin was thoucht in h » . 
hope for die future rc-eT^^S 
sia United, but this fates. deh-\, in . Rus ‘ 
fmngty that he will noU^th^ 
tour. Public anger has further been fueh-H 
by reports that Boris Yeltsin comm. 
voflea outlets selling drink to Russh uS* 
ed fans, and all the clothes shS ,, 

team to put in a f „« yuu ow « it U. 

So knock offtbJ 31 ,HC 
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Has Bill Clinton 
a foreign policy 


pulled off 



MARY 

dejevsky 

ON A PRESIDENTIAL 
COMEBACK 


ACCORDING to current Washington wis- 
dom, President Clinton is so distracted by 
sex allegations and legal battles that he can- 
not concentrate on affaire of state. His pres- 
idency is over, killed off by his libido. No 
less an authority than Watergate hero Bob 

AX/rw1nnw4 Ua n/. _ n .n 


and Clinton biographer, David Maraniss, 
have made the case. So it must be true. 

But with the White House now decamped 
to Africa for almost two weeks and the mist 
of sex allegations starting to clear, the joke 
may be on America. Perhaps it is not the 
President who has been distracted by Paula- 
Monica-Kafoleen ef al, after all, but the US 
political and media es tablishm ent, with 
public opinion not far behind. Maybe they 
are ail having such a rip-roaring rime 
frolicking in the ongoing soap opera of risk, 
gossip and innuendo, that they have failed 
to spot something mudi more important: the 
great American ship of state Cs being slow- 
ly turned and rtxiirected, almost unopposed. 

Consider the following Last Friday, the 
US Secretary of State, Madeleine Albright, 
with President Clinton's blessing, aimnunrwri 
a sharp change in policy towards Cuba, the 
last remaining Co mmunist country in the 
western hemisphere, and a perpetual irri- 
tant to the United States. Bor years, Wash- 
ington has aimed to bring about the demise 
of Fidel Castro by squeezing iris people un- 
til they rebelled. Last week, thanks in part 
to the mediation of Pope John Paul II, that 
policy was abandoned The US wQI nownud: 
to undermine Castro's rule by making 
Cuban life better. 

There will be more money from abroad, 
more medicine, thanks to a redaction in red 
tape, and more food, through new export 
arrangements. In a nod to domestic hard- 
liners, Washington will maintain its economic 
embargo and its Helms-Burton law requir- 
ing sanctions against third parties doing busi- 
ness with Cuba but what price such 
grandstanding once food and medicine 
from foe United Slates aib exempt? 

This week, despite a bStTranutelriccou^b, - 
the US Senate could approve foe expansion 
of Nato to include the Ciech Repubfic^H&b 
gazy and Poland, after only a few hours of 
low-key debate. Just a few weeks ago, Nato . 
expansion was seep as President Clinton's 
. big political battleground for 1998. The’mbod 
of tbe Repoblkan-majoniy Congress was 
considered threateningly Isolationist. Sen- 
ators were thought reluctant to commit more 
money to Europe. They were worried, we 
were told, about foe cost of admitting new 
members, the dflution of Nat o’ s military pre- 
paredness and the risk, of offending Russia. 

In foe event, Nato expansion cleared foe 


barely a murmur against Last week, it start- 
ed its passage, almost unhindered, through 
foe Senate. Not only were Americans more 


' interested in Eaula-Kafoleen-Monica, so, ft 
seems, were their elected representatives. 

And what of Iraq, foe bogey of US for- 
eign policy for the best part ofa decade? Since 
the ekrvenfo-hour^iecmentoo^ weapons in- 
spections clinched by UN Secretary Gener- 
al Kofi Aiman four weeks ago, US officials 
havebeenstrange^quKLTb&NewYearbd- 

ligerence from V&shmgton which suggested 

Iraq was ready to poison the worid with aa- 
thno, VX and other unspeakable substances, 
has faded to sflenoe. US toxjpsare stiD in the 
Gulf, on alert, but Ifttie sheard about them 
now and their numbers ccmld soon be re- 
duced. It is whispered even that UN inspect 
. torsmaynotfind any merer weapons: in which 
. case, the less war-mongeriog foe better. On 
Iraq, a US retreat is at hand. 

And what about the UN itself? An out- 
burst from Congress abour the onaccept- 
abflrtyof ‘Isubcontractmg* US foreign policy 
to so suspect a body was short-lived. Ad- 
mittedly, American dues to the UN are still 
unvoted and unpaid, but in Washington the 
recognition has spread that he who does not 
pay his dues cannot expect UN support. 

A rethink is also in train with Iran - un- 
til recently as great a Salmi in the demon- 
ology of US foreign policy as Iraq. Two 
mouths ago, Washington responded coofly 
to an olive branch extended by the newly 
elected I ranian President, Mohammad 
Khalmi, courtesy of CNN. It took its rime 
to “study" the televised interview. Officially, 
that Study period Contmues, Washington stiff 
demands “deeds, not words”. But in prac- 
tice, here, too, the US is shifting 

Mr Khatami called for “popular diplo- 
macy” - exchanges of unofficial envoys-be- 
fore official relations gpt going. The US 
wanted official talks first It said no, but ap- 
parently meant yes: visits are now encour- 
aged. In echoes erf ping-pongdipk?rnacy with 
China, an American wrestling team went to 
Iran this month. Barely acknowledged in the 
US, it was feted in Iran - then welcomed 
back at the White House by foe President. 
Jaw-dropping stuff except that no one no- 
ticed. They were too busy laughing about 
Paula, Kathleen, Monica and foe rest. 

Meanwhile, foe quest for peace in the 
Middle East, foe issue that has been a pri- 
ority and touchstone for US foreign policy 
over decades, has Ifeeri quietly downgraded. 
V^tsbrngton, it seems, can now live without 
forging a durable peace for Israel, just so - 
long as there is no outright war and foe 
American domestic political constituency is 
suitably distracted -which, of course, it is. 

. . Added together, these are momentous . 
changes. America’s ship of state is cum- 
bersome and switches direction only slow- 
ly. Officially, thoMiddle East still heads the . 
US foreign policy agenda. Nato expansion 
muststifl be argued through. Iran, Iraq and , 
Cuba are stfll eaeames tbat have anemo- 
tional bold an American opinion far beyond . 
their offenrive capacity, and Europe. and 
Russia are still baulking at US attempts to 
nrake th^ private fights- 

But when 'Americans eventually awake - 
from their White House sex dream, they 
could find a friendSex worid out there: a big- 
ger Atlantic alliance; a less threatening Iraq; 
a maromoderate Iran; a less truculent Cuba; 
and. Europeans and Russians no longer 
grousing about Tfcsbmgtonian arrogance, 
but helping build those diplomatic bridges 
foe United States so badly needs. - 

Not a bad taHy for a President supposed- 
. ly so distracted that heis loanghis grip? Bill 
CSnfon is either the marifhrtumtopreskient 
this century or a consummate political op- 
eraick wfao could emerge a statesman - a mm 
who woos the worW as persistently as he woos 

women (though perhaps to happier effect). 


A strange new thought for British 
cities: Pacino plays Jeffrey Archer 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

ON ELECTED 
MAYORS 


THERE’S a resonant moment 
in the film City Hall in which Al 
Pacino's sidekick tries to dis- 
courage him from malting an 
impromptu visit to the grieving 
and enraged family of a black 
child accidentally shot dead by 
an NYPD detective. 

“‘We’ve got no advance 
men," he pleads. "We’ve got no 
protection.” Pacino is un- 
moved. “It’s OK, Kevin. That’s 
where Pm going. I'm foe May- 
or." 

lb a New York audience 
reared on generations oif city 
bosses from La Guardia to 
Giuliani, the moment is in- 
stantly recognisable. Mayors 
have clout, charisma, confi- 
dence. They go where the trou- 
ble is, sometimes because they 
care, as often for votes. But 
above all, they are the visible 
symbol -of city government. 
They are there when things go 
wrong in order to get foe cred- 
it when they go right 

lb a British audience, how- 
ever, this exotic creature, with 
his big car, his staff, his press 
spokesman, his lawyers, his 
ability to command television 
. time at a moment's notice, - 
could hardly be more removed 
from their own image of sober, 
stolid, unobtrusive, municipal 
leadership. Birmingham’s Joe 
Chamberfain was, and New- 
castle’s Sir Jeremy Beecham, is, 
a fine public servant, dedicat- 
ed to making their own cities 
work. 

Tbmorrow foe government 
publishes a White Paper on a 
Mayor and Assembly for Lon- 
don which could well change all 
this. The alien concept of the 
big city mayor is about to be 
grafted onto foe British polit- 
ical body. And no-one is yet 
quite sure bow it wiD take. 

Sceptics predict an un cre- 
ative tension between the new 
authority and the London bor- 
oughs who will stfll have foe 
ham drum, but rather vital, 
tasks of running schools, coun- 
cil houses and rubbish collec- 
tion. They envisage frequent 
gridlock between the new as- 
■ sembly and foe mayor. They 
wonder why a politician as 
strategically minded as Tbny 





Momentum man: Archer is already conducting a single-minded campaign 


Blair should envisage a wholly 
new structure without appar- 
ently having yet settled on one 
obvious candidate to run it. 
They wonder what on earth a 
London mayor has to do with 
foe rest of foe country. And 
they doubt bow for the glamour 
will be matched with substance. 
OK. be has big budgets to pre- 
side over - police, fire, trans- 
port. But will he be able to raise 
new money? There is just a 
slight sense of “why should we 
care?” 

Here an unqualified bou- 
quet is due to no less a figure 
than Lord Archer. You don’t 
have to be a Ibiy to recognise 
that more than any other sin- 
gle would-be candidate he is al- 
ready injecting life into a 
contest which may not be de- 
cided until foe year 2000. The 
famous novelist, has already 
attracted audiences most politi- 
cians would die for. 

It would be bard to over-es- 
timate ,foe fury provoked in 
much of foe Conservative es- 
tablishment by Archer’s re- 
lentless populism or as many 
Tory toffs would prefer to see 
it, shameless vulgarity, from foe 
columns of the Standard to the 
armchairs of the Carlton Club 
prodigious Ray energies are go- 
ing into an Anyone Bui Archer 
campaign, but they look pret- 
ty doomed. Chris Patten, who 
would be a. serious rival, cur- 
rently looks unlikely to ran. For 
now. Archer looks well nigh un- 
stoppable as the Tbiy nominee. 
On the Labour side foe ques- 
tion is much more open. It looks 
increasingly as if foe Blair dom- 
inated National Executive will 
crudely keep Ken Livingstone, 
(the most charismatic, but from 
the Government’s point of 
view, politically most difficult 


candidate) off tbc London 
Labour shortlist. Both Glenda 
Jackson and Trevor Phillips re- 
peatedly recur in New Labour 
gossip and are highly plausible 
candidates. On foe other hand 
some ministers believe we may 
not yet have even heard the 
name of London’s first mayor. 

Interesting enough. But to- 
morrow's White Paper, I sus- 
pect, will make the job of 
Mayor look more interesting 
still. The powers will be a good 
deal less circumscribed than 
many of the sceptics imagine. 


means th3t it will only happen 
if the objectors case is genuinely 
strong - strong enough to at- 
tract wide cross- party sup- 
port. And foe structure will he 
a decisive break with the one- 
part fiefdoms of the worst 
British local councils; the ad- 
ditional member PR system of 
electing the assembly means 
that power will be shared with- 
in foe assembly as well as be- 
tween mayor and assembly. 

But there is likely to be 
something even more impor- 
tant lurking in the small print. 


Tory energies are going into an 
Anyone But Archer campaign, 
but they look doomed. Archer 
appears unstoppable 


The Mayor will have a per- 
sonal and political staff of 
around a dozen. The small 
(around 25-strong)-and there- 
fore quite busy - assembly wilj 
not be able toveto foe Mayor’s 
highly important appointments 
to the Loudon Transport Au- 
thority or the London Devel- 
opment Agency. Instead foe 
dangers of graft which have 
characterised too much of US 
city bossdom wQl now be dealt 
with by an independent civil 
service-style Commission 
aimed at weeding out flaky ap- 
pointees. 

The Assembly wfll be able to 
object to the Mayor s budget by 
a simple majority vote against 
it But it will only be able to 
overturn it by one of two- 
thirds. That almost certainly 


The mayoral responsibilities on 
transport are already be for- 
midable. Indeed, ministers have 
bequeathed the Mayor some 
potentially difficult future de- 
cisions about fares and further 
privatisation of foe tube. 

But ft is now becoming dear 
that he will also have powers 
to raise new money for Lon- 
don's transport by imposing 
taxes on parking and, in time 
“congestion charging" - or 
road pricing to you and me. 
This may not sound that excit- 
ing. In foci it could change foe 
lives of everybody who uses 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

London's roads and rail links, 
ll means the Treasury sus- 
pending its deep hostility to ear- 
marking of taxes. And it could 
give the Mayor real - and high- 
ly desirable - power in fleece 
the private motorist and spend 
the proceeds on improving the 
London Underground. 

So this is not just politics for 
politicians. Creation of the 
Mayor is the one element of 
Labour's formidable constitu- 
tional reform programme 
which is distinctly Tbny Blair’s 
own, and not pulled off foe 
shelves of previous Labour 
manifestos, ll will be pluralism 
in practice. 

Like changes as diverse as 
the Scottish Parliament and 
independence of foe Bank of 
England it hands real power - 
and also unloads some quite 
heavy responsibilities - to agen- 
cies other than government 
with noi entirely predictable re- 
sults. Nor should the change 
stop here; ministers are already 
talking privately about what a 
dynamic mayor could do for 
Liverpool. 

The media circus surround- 
ing the mayor should enliven 
public interest in politics - and 
increase his accountability as 
well as his influence. 

It will also require a new, 
perhaps brasher, style of local 
politics, far removed foe wor- 
thy. but slightly dufl. stereotypes 
of British town halls . Something 
a little more like Al Rscino per- 
haps. Or even - listen to the 
Tory citadels tremble - like 
Jeffrey Archer? 


Confessions of a student in the golden era 


“Our bosses 
spy on union 
meetings** 



ANDREAS 

WHITTAM 

SMITH 

ON COLLEGE 
FEES 


WHERE will all the students 
go? A survey of 16- to 18-year- 
olds and their parents for this 
paper shows lhat the introduc- 
tkm of £1,000 a year tuition fees 
is a serious deterrent to enter- 
ing highe r education. Should we 
be surprised? 

The fees certainty repre- 
. sent an historic shift. When I 
went to University \ I received 
a frill maintenance grant from 
Cheshire County Council which 

handsomely covered my cost of 

living. 

I could study as far away 
from home as I liked, without , 



tuition fees, I didn’t have to 
think about those. They were 
paid by the Government. 

. My widowed mother was ear 
tfmofgsrir that I should FBadfor 
a degree, but in a sense she was 
an onlooker. In going to uni- 
versity I was plating no finan- 
cial burden on her, except by 
a^nming that she would pro- 
vide bed and board during the 
vacations. I could make plans 
on my own; ; there was no 
parental dimension to foe de- 
cision. 

I didn’t think tbatfree high- 
er education was an mafienaWe 

right but, rather, that I was ex- 
tremely lucky. I had do knowl- 
edge of the Thirties, but 1 still 
knew that I was foe beneficia- 
iy of a fortunate turn of events. 
It. never occurred to. me fo 
wonder what my financial sit- 

u^km would be when 1 finidied 

ary course. In. foe: event, X had 


neither assets nor liabilities. I 
bad nothing; but I owed noth- 
ing. Nor did I wony about fu- 
ture employment. There were 
plenty of jobs, weren’t there? At 
university T could do whatever 
interested me. 

Ef somebody had come up to 
me and asked who I thought 
bad realty paid for my univer- 
sity education, 1 would have 
been nonplussed. Had ray in- 
• terlocut or pointed out that my 
benefactors were the millions 
of my fefiowKatizens - paying 
tax on comparatively low levels 
of income — who had not had. 
foe advantages of a university 
income, T would have been 
speechless twice over. 

Such questions were never 
raised in those more deferent 
rial days when, as the nine- 
teenth century hymn puts it, 
The richman in his castle/ The 
poor man at his gate / God 
made them, high or lowly /And 
ordered their estate.’ 

• Since I went touniversity in 
what now seems like a golden 
age. everything has dianged. 
Grants for living expenses 
failed to keep pace with infla- 
tion, leading to genuine student 

poverty, until finafly they were 
replaced with the loan system, 
Introduced by foe previous gov- 
ernment and then modified. 
Now, students from poorer 
feimflfes can expect to leave uni- 
vershy whh debts of £10,000 or 
more. Admittedly, foe liability 
becomes repayable only when 
foe graduate is earning and foe 


terms are moderate, which 
means that at £17,000 a year the 
graduate would have to repay 
his or her student loan at a rate 
of £12 a week. If you are un- 
employed, you do not have to 
make repayments. 

But all this is bringing about 
profound changes in the idea of 
being a student A loan is a loan, 
however easy foe repayment 
terms might be. In these cir- 
cumstances, can the university 
years any longer be considered 
a strange interlude, not part of 


families pay £1,000 a year tu- 
ition fees must be seen in this 
setting. Students whose families 
earn less than £23,000 before 
tax will be exempted and full 
fees only become payable at 
salaries of £35,000 and up- 
wards. 

Probably the families which 
were already rich enough to 
help with living costs will the 
ones which will have to find foe 
full tuition fee as well. In these 
' families, nowadays, going to 
university doesn't only mean 


If they feel that they, personally, are 
paying for a service in one way or 
another, they will begin to demand 
that it meets their expectations : 


real life, when you can be care- 
freeand as eccentric asyou like 
iC for every day foal goes past, 
you accumulate a. bit more 
debt? 

And if financial prudence 
forces students to go to local 
universities, so that they cany 
on living at home to cut costs, 
isn't one of foe advantages of 
university lest - living student 
life with intensity and forming 
unexpected friendships because 
you are so far away from your 
roots? 

The proposal to make some 


getting the right entrance qual- 
ifications - it means, more 
than before, negotiating with 
your parents about foe money- 
Taken together, these 
changes mean that the age of 
financial responsibility, for stu- 
dents, has suddenly dropped. 
Before it was, perhaps, 22 or 23 
years. Nowit has become 18 or 
19. Going to university is no 
longer a vocation, or the ex- 
pected thing to do, or a final 
frolic in the grovesof academe 
before emerging into foe so- 
called real world. It is a busi- 


ness decision - and presented 
3S such. Thus Kim Howells, a 
minister at foe Department 
for Education, said recently 
that ’’higher education is a 
good investment for foe indi- 
vidual student". Not only is un- 
employment among graduates 
substantially lower than it is 
among non-graduates, but 
graduates earn' a lot more. He 
added: “those who are fortu- 
nate enough to obtain degrees 
face significantly better work 
prospects than those who do 
noL" 

True enough; and this way 
of looking at it isn’t a B bad. if 
students feel that they, per- 
sonally, are paying for a service 
in one way or another, they will 
begin to demand that it meets 
their expectations. When they 
demonstrate against their vice 
chancellor or complain about 
foe way their institution is or- 
ganised, or their courses, we 
shall haws to stop seeing them 
as feckless young people sound- 
ing off. They are angry cus- 
tomers. 

What our poll, and foe spo- 
radic protests on campuses, 
shows is not a hard assessment 
of the financial bargain being 
struck between student and 
Government - which hand- 
somely favours the former. 
They arc evidence of regret for 
that last golden era that L and 
millions of others so enjoyed: 
foe time when going to uni- 
veraty was mare than a business 
transaction. 
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Colin 

Patterson 


COLIN PATTERSON was one 
of the most influential and 1 best 
loved evolutionary biologists 
of the last half-century. He was 
a magnet for a steady stream of 
visitors, including zoologists, 
palaeontologists, molecular bi- 
ologists, science historians, 
philosophers, editors and radio 
and television interviewers from 
all over the world to the fossil 
fish section of the Natural His- 
tory Museum, where he was the' 
. Curator for more than SO years.. 

Patterson had a prodigious 
memory whether for scientific 
fact or for the geography of 
places he had visited or lived in. 
From 1962 onwards, he would 
once a week peruse all the in- 
dividual libraries in the Narur- 
al History Museum - combing 
the journals and new books as 
they appeared and reading 
every paper he considered rel- 
evant. This ever-increasing 
memory bank, coupled with 
his innate curiosity, not only 
provided him with the infor- 
mation for his own inductrve 
reasoning and lateral thinking, 
but also * allowed him to 
advise his colleagues on thdir 
numerous saentific'problcros. 

He would reformulate their 
questions incisively jn basic 
form, cutting through the ex- 
traneous facts; He also shared 
the information he bad accu- 
mulated with the authors of the 
manuscripts he reviewed' and 
improved (some 25 a year). 

Patterson was born ra Ham- 
mersmith, west London, and ed- 



Patterson: systematic*:, 

ucated at Tonbridge School. 
He did his National Service' in ■ 
the Royal Engineers and then 
read Zoology, specialising in' 
parasitology, at Imperial Col- 
lege, London, graduating in 
1957. Hvo years earlier he had 
married Rachel, the elder 
daughier of the artists Ceh 
Richards and Frances Richards.' 

On graduation he was ap- 
pointed Lecturer in Biology at 
Guy s Hospital Medical School; 
five years later he joined the 
Natural History Museum as 
Curator of Fossfl Fishes. While 
at Guy's he completed- a PhD 
in three years at University 
College London, for which he 
worked on cretaceous fishes 
(“felcosis" nr bony fishes such 
as salmon, cod. perch and her- . 
ring) in the Natural History Mu- 
seum. Like all his subsequent 
papers it was well illustrated by 
his own hand, and was puMctfibd 
by the Royal Society in 1964. ‘ 

- In the late 1960s he met up 
with another ichthyologist, 
Gareth Nelson (then at the 
American Museum of Natural ■ 
History, New York). Both hod 
attended Lars Brundin’s lecture 
on phylogenetic principles - 
classification of animals and' 
plants - during the 1967 Nobel 
Symposium where Brundin had 
explained the new methodology, 
of Willi Hcrrnig which searched 


for sister-groups (that is, for pat- 
tern). Patterson and Nelson re- 
al ged that these methods (now 
called dadistics) -were more 
precise and explicit than those 

■ previously used (viz^ ancestor- 
descendant relationships) and so 
they carried the message to 
jJaadoa and New York. . • 
' In spite of opposition it 

. spread rapidly. None the less in 
' the late 1970s the controversy 
surrounding dadistics as a 
method of systernaiics re- 
emerged Iii the letter columns 
' of Nature. This caused Patter- 
son to write a short, succinct pa- 
per to the. Biologist (1980) 
explaining the “new” method- 

■ ology. pointing out that it forced 
systematise to be explicit about 
the groups they recognise, and 
the characters of those groups. 

In 1968 Patterson became 
acquainted with another mem- 
ber of the American Museum 
of Natural History, Don Rosen, 

. '• who like Gareth Nelson worked 
on recent (rather than fos- 
' sitised) fishes. They published 
several seminal papers togeth- 
er, all including a discussion of 
fossil forms and - one dealing 
specifically with the problem of 
classifying fossils in relation to 
living organisms.' 

.. More .recently (since 1992) 
Patterson teamed up with yet 
another American co-worker, 
David Johnson of the Smith- 
sonian Institution, with whom 
be' was collaborating at the time 
of hisdeath. Together they pub? 
Lisheti several important papers 
dealing with tbe broad sweep of 
teleost phytogeny. In summary 
he published some 150 papers, 
books and reviews. 

Outride this pubiishedwpric 
be contributed to a variety.of sa^ , 
entitle causes. From 1978 to 
1982 and from 1982 to 1985 he 
served as Zoological Editor , 
and then Editorial Secretary of 
the tinnean Society. 

In the late 1980s, when sys- 
. tematics and the fate of taxon- 
,pmy was -in question, he .gave 
evidence before the House of 
Lords subcommittee on sys- 
tematic biology "research and 
helped convince the Govern- 
ment - that the Natural History. 
Museum waS an cdgmaldrid up- 
paralleled systematic, fostitu- 

■ tfon which Should be protected. 

Again, when the science of 
molecular systematic (for 
working out foe relationships 
between and among animals 
and plants) was gathering pace, 
Patterson Was at the forefront 
and his expertise much in de- 
mand. He was invited separately 
by both French and Swedish bi - 
ological councils to sit on pan- 
els (o set ' up their respective 
research programmes. Hjs final 
official appointment came last 
■year to the board of trustees of '■ 
the Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington. 

Jn 1 996/ 31 of the world's. 
leading experts on fish phy- 
togeny 'combined to produce 1 
Interrelationships of Fishes, a 
Festschrift in his honour. ■ 

Brian Gardiner 


Cofin Patterson, natural historian : . 
bom London 13 October 1933; Lec- 
turer, Guy's Hospital Medical School 
1 957-62; Curator of Fossil fishes, 
Natural History Museum, -London 
1962-93, Honorary Research FcBaw, 
Department of Palaeontology 1993- 
98; Research Associate in.khthyoi- 
ogy, American Museum of Natural 
-History 1969-98; taj 1993 ■ married 
- 1955 Rachel Richards .four dgugh- 
pers); died, London 9 Moral 1998. 



Like a lorry at full speed; Eisfer photographed by his friend Henri Cartier-Bresson 


Georg Eisler 


GEORQ EISLER was a figu- 
■ rative painter, indeed a militant 
figurative painter in. the days 
whe'q European drr was moving, 
in another direction. His sketch-' 
books accompanied him every- 
where. He! painted swiftly; he 
excelled in portraits and could 
conjure the urgent movement 
ofa crowdi. ■ , ■ 

Eisler was a great lover of 
England This affection was in- 
itially centred bn the industri- 
al north, where be arrived with 
his mother in Manchester as a 
refugee in 1939. His talent took 
him .to Stockport Art School 
and from his earliest paintings 
he exalted factories, and canals. 

Nearly. 50 years later, in 
1988. 1 travelled from Paris for 
the ppetting of his retrospective 
exhibition at Manchester City 
Ait Gallery and the following 
day he took me to Salford' to 
show me the beauties still sur- ' 
vhdng df fbe industrial scene. I- 
- born and bredwith q redbrick 


childhood in, Birmingham - 
revelled in the ability Of my well-, 
bred Austrian friend, born in Vk 
eon a, to delve so entirely into 
the saga of the working man. ' 

- His father was the compos- 
er. Harms' Eisler, a .cherished 
pupD of Arnold Scbonberg, 
with whom he renewed contact 
.in Hollywood during the Second ' 
Wbrld Utor. After a fractious pe- 
riod composing forlhe cinema 
Eisler returned to Europe 
and spent the post-war period 
in East Berlin, working in close 
collaboration with Bertolt 
Brecht He composed East Gfer- 
inntiy Vi rL-ihrfrial .ari dift rp and was . 

given a state funeral. Georg's 
mother was a concert singer - 
who. organised a female choir' 
during her Manchester years. 

*. After returning to Vienna in 
1946, Georg Easter pursued his 
studies with Herbert. BoecJd, . 
and by the late Fifties he had be- . 
come an established figure in 
the Vienna art world with the 


city itself the principal subject, 
of his art; its cafes, its political 
movemenls.and its famous rife- .. 
. Kens. That he had been apup2 
- of Oskar Kokoschka when in 
London in 1944 made it a hap- 
py coincidence when he later : 
■ ran the mag ert s umm er Hass 
at Salzburg from 1968 to 1972 
he was President- of the 
renowned Vienna Secession. 

He knew all the history of his 
native dry, J remember befog 
taken early from my hotel room- 
in order to inspect every stone 
! fa . Vienna, fa steady rain, with 
Eisler imperturbably smoking 
his rigar:Whea he was not talk- . 
mg compulsively about art and 
-life In- genera^ Easleys. face 
was' fit by a broad grin, his 
cblourf^'personality echoed 
by perhaps.an apple-green shirt 
Powerfully built, though of 
medium [might, he propelled 
himself at the outer world like 
a-Ionym full speed ' . 

' The love of his fellow man 


which fuelled his pafotfogs car- 
ried him to many other cities - 
Paris, New York, Dublin - and 
periodically from the 1970s on- 
wards to teach fo West Berlin, 
Los Angeles or New Mexico. In 
London, his favourite city out- 
side Vienna, he exhibited with 
Fischer Fine Art, and fo 1961 he 
designed the stage-set and cos- 
tumes for Otto Klemperer’s .27 k 
Magic Flute at Covent Garden. 

He held retrospectives fo 
Berlin, at the Albertina and re- 
cently at the Belvedere Gal- 
leries, - Vienna, where the 
catalogue earned a foreword by 
Henri Cartier-Bresson and es- 
says by John Russell and Jean 
Gain He also ifinstrated books 
by- Maupassant, Conrad and 
Joseph Roth which won a 
number of awards. 

'Raymond Mason 


Gebqj Eisfer, artist: bom Vienna 4 
April 1938; married 1966 Alice Ger- 
soi? died Vienna 15 February 1998. 


Hided Shima 


THOMAS . COOK’S Interna- 
tional Railway Timetable has 
long been a best-seller in Jafoam 
where thereare millions of rail 
fans. Every. EuraUpass back- 
packer carries one, andyousee' 
groups huddled over its pages, 
trying to- reconcile, the printed 
information with the actuality 
of British train times. That jsbe- 
■catise in Japan .trains are' ob- 
sessively punctual, and are 
delayed only by sudden, heavy 
snow, or by an earthquake - in 
which case; • the sh 'mkansen 
tr ains stop automatically. 

Shirikanseh ' means “new' 
main line”and, because of the 
streamlined snout oif the engine, 
it is popularly known- as the 
“bullet train". It is (he brainchild 
of Hideo Shima, who rushed 
construction of. the' trains and 
tracks in order to open the first 
.services fo time for the Tokyo 
Olympics in 1964, as a symbol ’ 
of Japan’s new-found prosper- • 
ity-and progressive technology. 
But tradition was not forgotten: 
posters showed the long, sleek, 
coaches snaking at over 2Q0kph 
round the base of snow-capped 
Mount Fuji. ‘ 

Hideo Shima came of a rail- 
way family. He graduated in-en- 
gineering at Tbkyo University, 


and his father, a railway em- 
ployee, urged him in 1925 to 
join the National Railway Com- 
pany, then still run entirely on 
steam. In 19Z7,Sfoima designed 
the C-53 SL or steam locomo- 
tive, and others like, the D-51. 

In 1937, during foe third 
Sino-Japanese war, he designed 
the wide-gauge tracks for tbe 
Manchuria Railway Company 
(Mantetki);. until then,. Japan- 
ese trains had .run oa narrow-, 
gauge tracks.- This is' what led 
eventually fo'Shima^ designing 
wide-gauge tracks (1,4315mm) 
for foe future 

he originally developed to link 
Tbkyo and ShimoiibsekLHe was- 



Shima: the 'bullet train*- 


<foiefetigfa^ 

epoch-making event for Japan.. 

• Today; that original line has 
. been extended the length and 

breadth bf the cotmtry..One of 

• the reasons for the gpra r success 
. of thfayear’s Winter Olympic 

Games wa§ foe direct, ‘link by - 
these highspeed trains,' ranning 
: -at over iZOOkph, bettyeen Tokyo 
‘and. Nagano. - 

In. each Carriage, you can 

• watch the -' speed . indicator 
'.aeep^fa^refoforaarofoim 
. . velocity, ii you stand at a wfo.- 
^ dow counter- in the. snack bar, 

the.s^yiri^eqhdie^ sometimes 
make It quite a feat to drink a 
cop of coffee.or slurp a bowlof 
noodles with one’s chopsticks. 
There .are ' small restaurants 
■ - withabasic-mpnu only: every- 
- thing but-'speed' takes second 
place' -though the- Green. Car 
.(first ' clais). seats’ are . very 
•' comfortable: 

■in 1969,Shfoiabecame£Batf- 
'aging director of foe 'National 
’ Space Development Agency, 
and oyejcsaw at Thnegashnna, a 
• small island fo Kagoshima, tbe - 
first developments of this anF * 
bitfoife.natfopal effort. He re- 
tircd.fipfo foe past in 1977, when, 
be published his book of mem : 
ons, D-51 kara Shirikansen mdde 


(“From I>51 to Shmkansen"). 

Today, there is a new type of 
ever-faster bullet train, called 
nozonu (“hope"), which started 
m 1992; but was beset by vari- 
ous technical troubles. In that 
year, the' figure of 100 million 
yearly passengers was attained, 
with never an accident, and with 
only rare delays. The trains 
run at short intervals, and there 
is a stopping train - called 
kodama (^echo*). 

' In the 21st century, Japan 
bb^ to start an even fester ser- 
vice, by usng a Imear motor ^ with 
magnetic resistance, electrical- 
ly guided, floating without 
-wheels on foe ambient air. The 
Japanese are proud of their ef- 
ficient, comfortable (and ex- 
pensive) high-speed .trains, 
though there have been com- 
"plaints about noise and envi- 
ronmental pollution. ''Is all this 
. increasing speed really neces- 
saryi-dne wonders? But surely 
. Hideo Shima would have liked 
fa live to: travel on those 21st- 
. century mkades of locomotion. 

James Kirkup 


Roger Ellis 


ROGER ELUffs long career 
as an archivist embraced a pe- 
riod that saw the profession 
develop from the traditional 
scholarly preoccupations ofna- 
tional arduves and libraries into 
a countrywide service of local 

record offices and special repos- 
itories. As a prominent member 
of the staff of the Public Record 
Office and later as Secretary of 
the Royal Commission on His- 
torical Manuscripts he was con- 


Hrdeo Shima, railway engineer; 
‘bam Osaka I90i; . rmnied (tun sons, 
one daughter); cSed Tokyo 18 March 
1998. 


transfo rma tion. 

•He arrived at the Public 
Record Office fo 1934 after tak- 
ing his degree as a classical 
scholar df King's College, Cam- 
bridge, and found himself in an 
institution wb ere the traditions 
of historical scholarship in 
which it had been established in 
the 19th century still remained 
very strong. He was eventually 
to bearing to his quiet pleasure, 
almost the sole repository of 
pre-war PRO lore, with mem- 
ories going back at only second 
hand to the Victorian giants of 
the office. 

Hilary jenkfoson,- not then 
the knighted Deputy Keeper of 
Pifalic Records fottaiready a dy- 
namic force in the organisation, 
soon discerned tbe new Assis- 
tant Keeper's quality, and he 
found a willing disciple. The 
connection with Jenkfoson, lat- 
er to be recalled with a rather 
awe-struck-amusement, was to 
become increasingly important, 
not least in fa traducing Ellis to 
the activities of the PRO's doc- 
ument repair Workshop. He 
took a keen interest in archive 
conservation, with a good un- 
derstanding of the technicalities 
and a thorough appreciation of 
foe craftsmanship involved. (El- 
lis himself showed great neat- 
ness and manual dexterity, 
notably in his tine handwriting; 
it was a pleasure to watch him 
tying" aparceL) 

■ He served fa the Army dur- 
ing the Second World War, and 
in 1944 found himself as a ma- 
jor working again with Jcnkin- 
son fo the Monuments and 



Ellis: a true dilettante 1 , 

Fine Arts branch (to which his 
mentor had insisted, fo the 
higher corridors of power, that 
“Archives” should be added).' 
He worked fo Germany and 
Italy with MFAA until return- 
ing to civilian duties' at the 
Public Record Office. 

One important development 
of the post-war period was the 
establishment of a graduate 
course in Archive Administra- 
tion at University College Lon- 
don, where Ellis became a* 
part-time lecturer from 1947 to 
1957. Another was the influen- 
tial work of the British Records 
Association as a link between 
the custodians and the users -of 
historical documents: Ellis was 


very active in its work and was 
a founder-editor of its twice - 
yearly periodical .•Irr/fa'cs. 

In 1957 he was made Secre- 
tary ’of the Royal Commission 
. on Historical Manuscripts, the 
long-established body respon- 
sible for . non-governmental 
archives, which was then emerg- 
ing from its close links with the 
Public Record Office. In addi- 
tion to its rale of publishing cal- 
endars of privately owned 
papers, ihe commission had 
taken under its wing the rapid- 
ly expanding National Register 
of ArchivesL During Elis's 15 
years as Secretary, the Histor- 
ical Manuscripts Commission 
grew greatly in influence, help- 
ing to co-ordinate • the bur- 
geoning county records services, 
keeping a wary eye on the pro- 
liferation of special repositories, 
and making the register an ef- 
ficient instrument of historical 
research. 

The commission's centenary 
fell during his period of office, 
and a successful commemora- 
■ five exhibition held at 'the Na- 
tional Portrait Gallery gave him 
particular pleasure, not least be- 
cause the preparations allowed 
him to use his considerable 
knowledge of the fine arts. 

He retired fo 1972. b.ut soon 
found himself hack at the PRO, 
working on the catalogue of 
seals fo the national archives, 
which bad long been one of his 
main antiquarian interests. 
Three well-illustrated volumes 
of the catalogue were pub- 
lished between 1978 and 19S6. 
He continued his work on seals 
by becoming a volunteer cata- 
loguer of the collections in the 
Palaeography Room of London 
University library. He also re- 
lumed to writing poetry, which 
had been an occasional recre- 
ation throughout his life, and 
produced two commendable 
slim volumes. • Ode on St 
Crispin’s Day (1979). drawing on 
his military experiences, and 
Walking Backwards (1986). 

Ihll and slim, always im- 
maculately tumed-out, with a 
measured gait and a perceptive 
and quizzical eyebrow. Roger 
Ellis gave the impression of be- 
ing very much foe gentleman 
connoisseur, a Fellow of foe So- 
ciety pf Antiquaries of foe old- 
er sort And so he was. as the 
collections at hLs beautiful 
house in a veiy central but. 
agreeably secluded part of 
Hampstead showed. He was tru- 
ly a dilettante ih foe tradition- 
al meaning, of a cultivated 
amateur, and his standards hi lit- 
erature and art were very high. 
So too was his commitment to 
his standards in his profession- 
al work, and the Society of 
Archivists, of which he was 
president from 1964 to 1973, felt 
the benefit of his guidance. 

Alan Bell 


Roger Heniy Elfe. archivist- 6om 9 
June 1910; Assistant Keeper, Public 
■ Record Office 1934-56, Prindpai As- 
sistant Keeper 1 956-57; lecturer in 
Archive Administration, University 
College London 1947-57; Editor, 
Archives 1947-57; Secretary, Roy- 
al Commission on Historical Man- 
uscripts 1957-72; President, Society 
af Archivists 1964-73 ; Chairman of 
Council, British Record Association 
1967-73, Vke-P(estdent 1971-98; 
married 1939 Honor Baker (died 
1993; two daughters); died London 
19 March 1998. 
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Hans Joachim Pabst von ' craft It could fly a plane at 
Oharn, engineer, died Mel- 500mph, and was flight-tested 
bourne, Floridh 13 March, aged in 1939, two years ahead of the 

86. Developed and buHt tbe first jet developed in 1930 by Sir 
turbojet engine used an an air- ' Frank Whittle. 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS - 


DEATHS 

LASSOWi Hilda, died feacduBy on 
21 Man*, aged 55. after a lot* Ulne-s 
horse with great fortitude. Beloved 
mother at Avdline and AnousMcr and 
wandnKMbvr of Oliver. Win be sro:- 
I v missed by all ibe many people who 
loved bet. Donations t u CRMjF 
JOT Committee). c!o TH. 
& Sons 1A' Upper Ham 
Road. Ham Common, Richmond, 
Surrey TW10 5LD. ■ • 

V1UJERS: Vscaum, George Henry 
Child Villiers died suddenly on 
Thursday 19 March 1998. Dearest 
NpiNffld. mn, hntfhtr and mnrfafaird 
and knin^ lather. Funeral service wiB 
lake place at Grauvilk Parish Churcb. 
Jersey, no Monday .W March 1998 at 
2pm.Fsuoify Qaweis only, donations 
it dcarcd to either tbe Imperial Can- 
cer Kesforcb or tbe Diafjctk As»- 
ciatiwi. cla Camp Hopson Funeral 
Directors, 90 West Street, Newbnry, 
Berkshire. RGM I HA. lefepbone 
01635 522210 for any enquiries. 

For BIRTHS, MARMM3ES * DEATHS, 
please telephone 0171-293. ZOO. \ 


Birthdays • 

Air Chief Marshal John Allison. Air ‘ 
Officer Ccmmimding-in-Chlcf Strike 
Command. 55; Mr David Atkinson 
' MP, 5S; Mr Rqv Berridgc,' former 
chairman. Smith of Scotland "Bec- 
. mriiyBu^rd. 76; Miss Barbara Dqly, 
make-up artist, 53; Sir David Eatfcr 
QC, High Court judge, 55; Mr 
Robert Rw, tbcatrirai producer, 46; 

■ Mr lames.BraAndrews QC former 
tircuit judge, 7ti^Mr. AicUc OerntniO, ■ 
lbo*afler, 51; Mr RidsanLGiordana.' 
chairman, BG, 64; Mr Wlson Kar- 
ris, novelist, 77; Mr Basharat Ltosan, 

cricket utnpite.'.si; Professor" John • 
£(edgecoe. Emeritus Professbr of 
Phottwrapby, Royal CoDege of Art,, 
61; Mr David Jewell, former Master, 
Hajteybury Cothsge,' 64; M^s Sonia 
' Lannamap. nthlale, 42; Sir Peter ■ 
Lesliejcrrmer chairman, Conunon- 
wtalth Devetopmcni Corporation. 
.67;MrBcqjaininLiuxoii,badtoiK,til; 
Mr Patrick Mslahide, actor, 53; Sir 
Peter Meinertzhagen, former gateral 
manager. Commonwealth Develop- . 
men: Corporation, 78; Mr .Herman . 
Quseky, rhairmnn Commission for 
Racial Equality. 53; Miss Suzanne 
Norwood, Conner circuit judge, 72," 
Professor Dorothy Scwrin, Gilmour 
Professor ofSpankh. Livcipool Uni- 
. tetsi tj, 56; Mr Alan Sugar, executive 


chairman; Beiacatn, 5(; Professor 
HoiT^^Whiaingtoni^ ^'geotagtsU S2; 
.Mr Peter Winfield, former senior 
partner. Healey and Baker. 71. 

Anniversaries ■. 

Births: William Morris, artist, poet 

and. typographer, 1834; Terrence 
Steven (Steve) McQoeen, film actor. 
1930. Deaths: Walter Bagchot, po- 
litical economist, 1877; Chariooe 

Mary Mew. poet, 1928; Field Mar- 
shal Bernard LawMQnrgDnxay T Hrsr 
Viscount Montgoosriy of Alaihein. 
1976; Ernest Howard Shepard, artist . 
,and iDusnaior (-Winnie the Pooh”), 
1976. On this day: the n&tikuaUoaf 
was introduced into Britain, 1942; it 
was announced that direct ride wtndd 
be imposed on Northern irdahd, 
1971 Today is the Feast Day of St 
Aitfemar, St Catharine of \hdswna, 
St Ireoaeos of Srnuum,rSt Simon of 
Trent and St William of Norwich. 

Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Piiegn Graham, “John Constable, 
weather andatttbs^iere", 230pm. 
RIBA (66 Portland Place; Wl): 
Rdges Zogotovitch, .“Architect .as 
Midwife", 6 30pm, 
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No adverse inference to be drawn from silence 


Regirra v BoworS and. odrersj 
COurC pf Appeal (Criminal 
Division) (l_qrd jusdoi Rose, Vice . 
Presktenc. Mr Justice Hidden and |4r 
Justice PenryyDaveyr) 13 Mdrdi I9W 

WHILST foe - feet that as ap-f 

peflant did hot grve evfdence at 
Iris trial did not predude the. 
jury from drawing an adverse 
inferencfc fawn hfe silftnoe when 
questioned or chaiged, sudi.an 
inference could only be-drawn 
where he relied, fo his de> - 
fence. upon a fact wbicli -h6 
had fefled to mention when, 
questioned or charged. 

The "Court of -Appeal- dis- 
missed foe gppeats of Vkaor 
John Bowers,' David Pattis 
Taylor and John David Mfllari 
against their ■ cowTclfdns • at ' 
Ointerbliiy Crown Court of 
bong knowingly concerned fo 
the fraudulent attempt to 
evade ' foe jprqhfoitiou on fo* 


; uuportatioa of cannabis resin, 
contrary to. section 179(2) of" 
foe Customs rind ' Excise 
' Management Act J979. ' 

. .. The appellants had been in- 
volvedin an attempted smug-' : 
; gling opfa^tioiv in -Which 355. 
Jtitos' of cannatiB resfa were 
. bought into the country from' 
'.Spain in a forty! Thelony'dti- .' 
‘ ver, who qhly agreetf to carry 
'.foe drugs* after, threats, . in- 
' formed tbe authorities, arid foe 
appelfehls were arrested after ' 
th 4 lorry tiad' arrived in the 
United. Kingdom- * 

■ • NeifoerBowersnoF Millan 
answered any questions when 
■interviewed after arrest None*. 
p(. the . appellants gavie .Wi- . 
. deuce or called any witnesses- 
at foe triaL’ L . . 

.■ 6FchodG<de^is^SesnE^rn(Eeg- 
‘isdorof Crirmrud Agpd&jfot'dtf ip- 
pdlaias;AndHwI^^ 

Customs and £xase) for (he Gwrt. _ 


Lord justice Rose VP said that 
foe appeal raised the question. 
'. whefoer foe provisions of sec- 
<tion 34 of the Criminal Justice 
and Public' Order Act 1994 
.were applicable where an ac- 
posed had exercised iris right of 
; sQence at imerview and had hot 
given «wdence athis trial. Sec- 
tkm 34 related to the effect of 
an accused’s failure td mention, 
when .questioned or charged, 
"any fed upon which he later 
retied m his defence. ' 

'' It bad beenargued that the . 
' judge foould not have sug- 
gested -to' foe juiy that they 
could draw adverse inferences 
fipm foe sileiice bf Bowers and 
Millan fo mterview, since no 
facts had tjceri relied on by 
,'foem .in their defence.'Coun- 
sef had quotedLord Thyior CJ 
fo fofc. House of Lords during 
t the- passage of foeBifl through 
■ Parliament,' .“If^ -a defendant- 


maintai n s his silence from first 
to last and does not rely on any 
particular fact by way of de- 
fence, but simply puts foe pros- 
ecution to proof, then section 
34 would not bite at all", and 
had submitted that foe judge 
shouldhave expressly toldthe 
jury that they could not and 
foould not draw adverse fo- 


reason bf his failure to give an- 
swers to fog- police fo interview. 

It was plain from the words 
of section 34 that an inference 
might be drawn, adverse to a de- 
fendant, even though he did not 
give evidence. If If were 
otherwise, section 34(2)(c), per- 
milting foe court to draw infer- 
ences in determining whether 
.there was a' case to answer, 
would hare no effect Further- 
more, it would be absurd if 
accused were able to preclude 
foe drawing of raferences under 


| 


section 34 by DOt^vnig t^idcncc 
If section 34 were to bo re- 
lied on, foe jury must resolve 
two questions: first, foal foe fo._ 
fence relied on a particular fact 
and second^, that he hud fulled 
to mention it when questioned. 
It was common ground in ihe 
present case, however, thai 
there was no such fact and ac- 
condmgly no direction under 

u a - d ^ en CaIlt,d for. 
have been 

preferable fbr the judge u \ h avc 
apressly dirccled the j UfV ,hat 
foey could not draw adverse in! 
ferences tromfoe failure urfoe 

gSasacst 

S! S0l ? elhin g about their 
leace m- interview. Z* n . 
such as could have affectL fo 

• ^ ° Ha frlon, Barrister 
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as pound soars 
to 12-year 



By Diane Coyte 

Economcs Ecfeor 


THE POUND climbed to 
painfuliy strong levels yesterday, 
pfling the pressure on exporters, 
as its index against a range of 

oaxendes returned to a 12-year 

high. 

It ended at 107.9. up 05, 
matching its peak in Januar y 
1989 and the strongest since the 
Stan of 1986. Against the Ger- 
man mark it gained a pfennig 

P to rise above DM3.06, dose to 

last summer’s peak. 

Analysts were at a loss to ex- 
plain the surge yesterday. Trad- 
ing volumes were not unusually 
heavy and there was little news 
to affect the currency markets. 

The main rationale given for 
the renewed strength of sterling 
yesterday was the fact that there 
was no more attractive curren- 
cy around. But that wiD have been 
scant comfort to either Gordon 
Brawn, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, or the Bank of England 
as the chorus of complaint from 
exporting industries grows. 

Ian Peters, deputy director of 
the British Chambers of Com- 
merce (BCQ, said yesterday; 
^ “This means more pain for in- 
™ dustiy and more damage to our 
export effort This is beginning 
to be a very serious situation.” 

The latest trade figures due 
on Thursday are widely expect- 
ed to show another flbn-plus 
monthly shortfall of exports com- 
pared to imports m January. The 
underlying trend in visible trade 
has been deteriorating for th& 
past few months, with export vot- . 
umes declining while impart vol- 
umes continue to grow strongly, 
-v The Chancellor said at the 
weekend that he was concerned 
about the impact of the strong 
pound on exporters, but short- 


UK £ index 

1990-100 
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term worries could not override 
the long-term goal of stability. 

“This Is not what Labour’s 
sterling crises were supposed to 
be about,” said Alison Cottrell 
of Paine Webber. The currency 
markets had welcomed Mr 
Brown's tough Budget, she said. 

like most analysts in the 
City, the Treasury expects the 
pound to fall in value at some 
stage. The catch is that this 
might not happen until the 
summer or later. 

Yesterday’s jump in oil 
prices, along with events in 
Russia, helped propel sterling 
higher. It has a residual petro- 
currency status, and was also 
boosted by the fret that turmoil 
in eastern Europe always tends 
to weaken the German mark. 

An additional factor is the 
publication tomorrow of the 
long-awaited reports on the sin- 
gle currency from the European 
Co mmiss ion and the European. : 
Monetary Institute (EMI). 

Tte membership of 11 coun- 
tries from the start is now as- 


Theo Waigel, Germany’s 
Finan ce Minister, has moved to 
quell fears that pressing ahead 
with a broad membership will 
make EMU unstable by propos- 
ing that the start of the “stabiEly 
pact”, an agreement on tough 
fiscal policies, should be 

brought forward lO this Simmer. 

His proposals have been 
welcomed by Yves-Thibault de 
Sflguy, the EU*s monetary af- 
fairs commissioner, although 
they would need to be agreed 
by heads of government at the 
special EMU summit in early 
May- 

Even so, some financial an- 
alysts predict the German mark 
could weaken if the reports 
this week are unexpectedly crit- 
ical of the Ekefy EMU members. 
Some also see a possibility of a 
•final revaluation for ‘‘peri- 
pheral” currencies such as the 
Spanish peseta and Finnish 
markka. 

Underlying all of these 
short-term considerations dri- 
ring the pound upwards lies the 
fundamental fact that the UK 
economy remains very buoyant, 
while the continental ones are 
not yet picking up strongly. 
This divergence is reflected in 
long-term interest rates in 
Britain that remain well over a 
percentage point higher than 
the equivalent rates in Ger- 
many. 

“Until the Bank of England 
^prepared to signal ft thinks in- 
terest rates have probably gone 
high enough, there will be no 
great release of breath in the 
markets,” said Ms CottrelL 
With the Bank’s Monetary 


sured, despite the fret that some 
wiD n^meetaD of the Maastricht ^policy Committee not due to 
ctitetm- But the EMI report is ^xheet for another two weeks, 
expected to be critical of the however, there appears little 
budgrt policies of some member prospect of short-term relief for 
governments, notably Italy. Britain’s export industries. 



Rolling out the future: Tony Shaw of NatWest, right, and Bemd Evier 

Siemens offers UK wages in euros 


By Michael Harrison 

SIEMENS, the German elec- 
tronics giant. intends to offer its 
UK workforce the option of be- 
ing paid in euros after the 
launch of the single European 
currency next year. 

Semens, winch yesterday be- 
came the first company in Britain 
to open a bank account in euros, 
employs 13^00 people in the UK 
manufacturing semi-era doctors, 
electrical equipment and power 
generation plant 

Bemd Euler, finance direc- 
tor of Siemens PLC, said: “Pay- 
ing employees in euros is 
something we will offer as an 
option in the coining years.” He 
indicated that the facility would 
almost certainly be available be- 


fore the UK enters the single 
currency. 

The company is also exam- 
ining the possibility of paying its 
taxes in the UK in euros although 
it has notyel bad any discussions 
with the Inland Revenue. 

The decision to allow em- 
ployees to opt for payment in 
euros is likely to be followed by 
other large foreign investors in 
the UK and is an indication of 
how Britain may end up with de 
facto adoption of the single 
currency. 

“It will come in by the back 
door,” said Mr Euler. “More 
and more companies will adopt 
the euro, particular those who 
are exporters. They will have oo 
choice but otherwise they will be 
at a competitive disadvantage." 


Oil prices leap 
on producers* 
deal to cut output 


Siemens has already invited 
. its suppliers to bill in euros al- 
though its stresses that they win 
not be forced to use the new 
currency. Its UK arm spends 
£l_5bn a year on supplies, of 
which about £500m worth 
comes from 13,000 UK suppli- 
ers. Exports from the UK gen- 
erate about 15 per cent of 
Siemens' £2bn turnover. 

The new euro account, 
opened with NatWest, will en- 
able Siemens to deal with cus- 
tomers and suppliers in euros. 
NatWest said a further 2,000 big 
UK companies were interested 
in opening an account in euros. 
Its research shows that 40 per 
cent of larger UK businesses will 
start trading in euros from next 
January. 


By Michael Harrison 

THE PRICE of o3 soared yester- 
day, triggering a surge in British 

energy stocks, as the markets re- 
acted to the surprise weekend 
deal between three top produc- 
ing countries to cut output. 

But experts warned that the 
pirns from the Riyadh agree- 
ment could be overwhelmed in 
the longer term as the Asian 
economic crisis and other fac- 
tors cut demand and pushed 
down crude prices. 

Yesterday the price of Brent 
blend rose fry 52 per barrel on 
Biday's dose to reach $14.18 
(£8.60) for spot crude and 
$15.18 for May delivery. 

Oil companies have seen 
theft shares hammered in recent 
months following down an ofl 
price which had fallen from $25 
per barrel a year ago to below 
$13 per barrel. 

The stock market reacted 
positively yesterday, with BP 
shares rising 75 per cent to 
9335p, Shell Transport & Trail- 
ing up 18.75p to 453p and En- 
terprise Oil up 30p to 573p. 

The stock market bounce 
back followed a verbal agree- 
ment between Saudi Arabia, 
Venezuela and Mexico to curb 
output collectively by nearly 1 
million barrels. 

The oil market had been in 
freefall since November last 
year when Saudi Arabia and 
other OPEC countries dedded 
to increase their production 
levels by 10 per cent. 

These moves were almost 
immediately undennined by 
the currency crisis in south-east 
Asia, the UN ofl export deal 
with Iraq and a wanner than ex- 
pected winter. These made the 
supply/demand significantly 
crude prices to a 25-year low. 

The agreement hammered 
out in Riyadh comes into effect 
cm 1 April and runs until the end 
of t&c year. Saudi Arabia, 
Venezuela and Mexico have 
all agreed to cut their produc- 
tion by 300,000 barrels a day. 
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The three nations are hop- 
ing that other major producers 
will follow their lead so that 2 
million barrels can be cut. 
Kuwait and Algeria have agreed 
to reduce their supplies by 
125.000 and 50,000 barrels re- 
spectively but Egypt and 
Malaysia have refused. 

The new agreement between 
Sandi Arabia and Venezuela 
from OPEC and Mexico, a 
non-OPEC supplier, was ex- 
tremely important, according to 
the Oxford Institute for Ener- 
gy Studies. 

“It could be a watershed be- 
cause it shows Saudi is willing 
lo act without warning. Who will 
bet on $10 ofl prices when pro- 
ducer are willing to bite back?” 
asked Dr Paul HorcncU, OIES 
deputy director . 

It was also impressive be- 
cause it brought together two 
previous antagonists in Saudi 
and Venezuela and not least be- 
cause Mexico brokered the rap- 
prochement. 

Not since 1986 have OPEC 
and independent producers 
worked together lo rein in sup- 
ply. There are hopes that oth- 
er non-OPEC members such as 
Norway might follow suit. 

Fergus McLeod, oil analyst 
with NatWest Securities, said 
producers would not obtain the 
2 million of cuts they want but 
half this figure will be enough 
to significantly affect prices. 

Outlook, page 25 


Surprise 
name to 
head up 
Oftel 

By Michael Harrison 


A FORMER civil servant and 
director of NatWest was yes- 
terday named as the surprise 
successor to Don Cruicksbank 
as head of the telecommunica- 
tions regulator, Oftel. 

David Edmonds, 54, will 
take over the £120,000-a-year 
post as director-general of 
Telecommunications a week to- 
moTTOw on a three-year con- 
tract He is able to move into the 
job at very short notice because 
he does not currently have afull- 
time job, having left NatWest at 
the end of last year. 

Mr Edmonds was an unex- 
pected choice for the job since 
he has no experience of telecom- 
munications or regulation. 
However, Margaret Beckett, 
President of the Board of "Bade, 

said she felt Mr Edmonds would 
do an excellent job. 

The telecoms industry was, 
she added, evolving rapidly and 



German media group 
buys Random House 


Newcomer: David Edmonds 

converging fast with other 
sectors such as broadcasting 
and information technology 
and Mr Edmonds had “direct 
experience of ma n agi ng signif- 
icant management change and 
of working in a competitive 
business environment”. 

Analysts, however, were non- 
plussed, pointing to his lade of 
relevant experience and com- 
paratively short time in the pri- 
vate sector. He takes np the post 

at a critical time with Mrs Beck- 
ett about to publish a Green Pa- 
per on utility regulation and 
speculation that Oftel may 
merge with or take over some of 

die functions of the Independent 

Television Commission. Mr 
Cruickshank, the departing di- 
rector general has called for the 
creation of a new Electronic 
Communications Commission. 

Mr Edmonds’ last job was as 
managing director of group 
central services for NatWest. 

Outlook, page 25 


By David Usbome in New York 

AFTER signalling for months that it was 
preparing to bolster its position in book pub- 
lishing. the Germany-based Bertelsmann 
group yesterday showed its cards by an- 
nouncing the purchase of Random House 
in New York. 

Bertelsmann said it was buying Random 
House and all of its imprints, which include 
Knopf and Baflantine, which win be folded 
into its existing publisher. Bantam Dou- 
bleday BelL Bertelsmann bought Double- 
day and its Deli imprint in 1986. 

It declined to reveal the price, disclosed 
no fmanriaT de tails of the deal and said the 
new company would not be listed on the 
stock exchange. 

The new entity will use the Random 
House name and will be headed by Albert 
Vitale, the current chairman of Random 
House. Until four months ago when he re- 
signed in a blitz of publicity, the president 
of Random House was Britain’s Harold 
Evans. He was replaced by Ann GodofL 

The transaction could spell a new peri- 
od of consolidation in the book publishing 
industry. In the US especially, publishers 
have suffered recently from declining sales 
and the increasing squeeze on book-cover 
prices exerted by the newty-emergent book 
super-chairs, such as Barnes & Noble. 

It had been speculated that Bertelsmann 


had its eyes alternatively either on Harper 
CoUins, the book unit of Rupert Murdoch’s 
News Corp, which was recently at the cen- 
tre of the Chris Patten affair, or Simon & 
Schuster, which is owned by Viacom. 

Even before yesterday, Beit&lsmann was 
the world’s third largest media conglom- 
erate after Disney and Tone W&mer. Ran- 
dom House, founded in 1926 and owned 
by Advance Publications, is America's 
largest general trade publisher. Its big-name 
authors include Norman Maher, Michael 
Crichton and the Pope. 

The deal was being seen as boost to Ber- 
telsmann’s BooksOnlioe venture, which it 
launched last month in direct competition 
with the two American online bookselling 
websites from Amazonxom and Barnes & 
Noble. Random House will give Book- 
sOnline a fat new inventory of titles. 

Headed by the 70-year-oki SI Newhouse, 
Advance is expected to use the sale of Ran- 
dom House to reinforce its major maga- 
zine, newspaper and cable television 
interests. The privately-held company is 
best-known as the owner of Conde Nast 
m a gazin e s , publisher of Vknity fair and GQ, 
as well as the New Yorker, which is edit- 
ed by Mr Evans’ wife, Tina Brown. 

Tbe fortunes of Conde Nast, headed by 
Steve Florio, are believed to have improved 
after a plunge into the red in the early 1990's. 
Some observers estimate that profits at the 


group are at about Si 00m (£61 m) on rev- 
enues of $900m. While advertising and cir- 
culation at the New Yorker have both seen 
improvements under Ms Brown, the mag- 
azine is thought still to be losing money. 

“Random House is tbc most prominent 
and prestigious publishing house in the 
world," Mr Newhouse said yesterday. “I 
am confident that it will grow and prosper 
under Bertelsmann’s future leadership”. 

Mari Woessner, the chairman of Ber- 
telsmann, said that annual sales of the new 
publishing. unit would be $1.4bn to $1.6hn. 
“Ever since we bought the US publisher 
Bantam Books in 1977 it was a strategic goal 
with Lhe highest priority to strengthen the 
core book business,” be said. 

Bertelsmann is the owner of a glitzy new 
office tower on New York's newiy-desirable 
Times Square, which has a Richard Branson 
Virgin Megastore as one of its tenants on 
street leveL The company’s activities indude 
huge printing operations, book publishiqg and 
over 16 million book dub members, music 
recording and publishing, the CLX-Ufa tde- 
viaon broadastkggroup and an Internet al- 
tianoe with America Online. 

Despite the company’s push since the 
1980s into television and online media. Mr 
Wbessner has often stressed that the com- 
pany would never depart from its publishing 
roots, framed in 1835 when Carl Bertelsmann 
began publishing Lutheran bibles. 
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Lloyd’s syndicate acts 
over rogue transactions 


By Andrew Verity 


A LLOYD’S of London insur- 
ance syndicate yesterday 
mounted an urgent damage 
limitation exercise after two of 
its employees had quit over al- 
legations of selling unauthorised 
insurance cover worth more 
than SI 50m (£91m). 

Hisoox PLC issued out a 
statement to the Stock Ex- 
change to squash speculation 
that it bad been left exposed lo 
huge losses because of the 
unauthorised sales at one syn- 
dicate, known as syndicate 33. 

David Edwards, an under- 
writer at the syndicate, and his 
immediate boss, Paul Hunt, re- 
signed after it emerged that Mr 
Edwards had written insurance 
business with no authority and 
failed to record it in the syndi- 
cate's records. 

Mr Edwards had rushed, to 
sell lucrative insurance con- 
tracts to buyers of Chinese and 


Korean-built ships - business 
which a separate team in the 
syndicate was trying to secure. 
However, be insured the ship- 
yards against credit risks when 
be was only authorised to insure 
against physical damage. He 
also failed to enter the risks on 
to Hiscox’s recording system - 
meaning the risk did not figure 
in the company's accounts. 

Hiseox, which specialises in 
non-marine risks such as kidnap 
and ransom insurance, said it had 
issued a statement because or 
speculation the contracts had left 
the firm exposed lo heavy losses 
if the ship contracts went wrong. 

Bronek MasojaUu. managing 
director of Hiseox. said; "We be- 
lieve the speculation has had an 
impact on trading in Hiseox 
shares." Shares yesterday stood 
at 192p, down from a high of 
2Q5p in January. Hiseox insist- 
ed the business had not left it ex- 
posed because it was covered by- 
reinsurance. Hiseox would only 
have to pay a maximum of £Im. 
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£1 .2m deal for Family row threatens sale of the Savoy 


departed 
NatWest chief 


By Andew Yates 


By Lea Paterson 


THE NATWEST director who 
quit in the wake of last year’s 
£90m options mis-pricing loss- 
es is set to receive a package of 
£1.2m. it emerged yesterday. 

This includes a pay-off of 
more than £300.000. a salary of 
£150.000 and almost £750.000 
in performance-related bonus- 
es. payable next month. 

But the chairman and the 

chief executive of Nat West have 

waived their 1997 bonuses fol- 
lowing the bank's “disappoint- 
ing" year. 

Martin Owen, formerly chief 
executive of NatWest Markets 
(NWM). the bank's investment 
banking arm, resigned last sum- 
mer and handed back £200,000 
- two-fifths of his 199(5 bonus af- 
ter options rnis-pricing by a 
NWM trader left an £90m 
“black hole" in the bank’s ac- 
counts. 

Nat West's annual report to 
shareholders, published yes- 
terday, reveals that Dr Owen, 
a former Salvation Army offi- 
cer. wiD next month receive a to- 
tal of £738.000 because 
NatWest Markets met “certain 
performance criteria" between 

1995 and 1997. £175.000 of this 


total relates to the 1995 per- 
formance, £214,000 relates to 

1996 and £350,000 relates to 

1997 - the year not only of the 
options mis-prieing scandal but 
also of Nat West’s decision to 
withdraw from certain parts of 
investment banking. 

In addition. Dr Owen re- 
ceived a salary of £150,000 for 
the six months of last year 
when he was NWM’s chief ex- 
ecutive. Under the terms of his 
contract with NatWest. he also 
netted a pay-off of more than 
£300,000 when he resigned, of 
which £35,000 was taken in 
cash and is detailed in the 
bank's reports. The re maining 
sum - approximately £275,000 
- was not disclosed in the an- 
nual report and was paid into 
a personal pension plan. 

Derek Wattless, Nat West's 
chief executive, has waived his 
1997 bonus in the light of the 
hank's performance last year, as 
has Lord Alexander, chairman, 
and Paul Myners, responsible 
for Gartmore, the bank's em- 
battled fund manager. 

Mr Wanless's pay for last 
year totalled £450,000. In 1996, 
he earned £639,000, including 
a performance-related bonus of 
£225,000. Lord Alexander's pay 


last year was £434,000. In 1996, 
he received £564,000, including 
a performance-related bonus of 
£154,000. 

Mr Myners, who is respon- 
sible for Gartmore, NatWest’s 
fund manager, received 
£109,000 last year. In addition, 
under a Gartmore “short term 
incentive plan", he received a 
payment of £333,333 last 
March. He is entitled to 
£333,333 this month and a fur- 
ther £333,333 in March 1999. 

In addition to their salaries, 
Mr Wanless and Lord Alexan- 
der may be eligible for “medi- 
um- term 71 incentives in the 
wake of Na [West’s recent per- 
formance, although they will not 
be payable until at least 2000. 

Martin Gray, chief executive 
of NatWest UK, the retail bank, 
received a total of £405,000 last 
year, including a £105,000 
bonus. Richard Delbridge, 
NatWest’s finance director, re- 
ceived £478,000, including a 
bonus of £140,000. 

Last month, Nat West’s prof- 
its fell by 10 per cent, and the 
bank admitted to difficulties in 
several non-core businesses. 
Before tax, NatWest Markets 
lost £706m in ihe.year to De- 
cember, a fall of £S04m. 


THE SALE of the Savoy Group 
of hotels, which could fetch 
more than £500m, may be 
threatened by a split in the 
Wontner family, which hold a 

substantial stake in group. Fam- 
ily resistance to the deal is likely 
to extend one of the longsst-ever 
r unnin g corporate sagas. 

Some of the family members, 
including Lady Wontner, are 
understood to be lukewarm 
about the prospect of the Savoy, 
falling into American hands, ac- 
cording to sources dose to the 
talks- Others are pushing for a 
sale but are unhappy about the 
way Granada, the leisure and 
media giant which has a large 
stake in the group, has proposed 
to divide the proceeds between 
the holders of the Savoy’s B- 
s hares, which cany full voting 
rights, and the A-s hares, which 
have fewer voting rights. 

Advisers working for Grana- 
da and the Wontners are be- 
lieved to have met , in an effort 
to thrash out a deal- However, 
intense negotiations are likely 
to rumble on for weeks, if not 
months, and continued oppo- 
‘ sition from some members of 
the family could even scupper 
the sale completely. 

The Wontner family have 
controlled the group for more 
than 40 years, fighting off nu- 
merous takeover attempts, and 
it has taken Granada two years 
to get this dose to a deaL But 
there are doubts it can muster 
enough support for a sale. 

“We have got this far so 
many times before and then seen 


a deal crumble. There is always 
a chance it could happen again,” 
said cnie source close to the talks. 

Blackstono, the US invest- 
ment trank, has emerged as front 
runner to buy the hotel chain af- 
ter indicating it could offer 
£520m for the group. However, 
there is likely to be a fierce bid- 
ding war for the group’s trophy 

hotel assets, Claridge’s, The 
Connaught and The Berkeley. 
Starwood Hotels & Resorts, 
Meditrustand Patriot American 
Hospitality have also submitted 
informal bids for the Savoy. 

However, no firm offers 
have been received and the 
bidding process could be de- 
layed until the group's share- 
holders can reach a settlement 
on the share structure. 

Granada has made no secret 
of the fact it wants to seD the 68 
percent in the Savoy it inherited 
when it acquired Forte. A deal 
has been bogged down by the 
Savoy’s complicated share struc- 
ture which has lead to a heated 
debate between the group ami 
famil y shareholders. 

Granada believes that the 
groups B -shares should be 
valued at only two-times the A- 
shares, at odds with the family 
which believes they should be 
priced at up to seven-times the 
A-sbares. Some members are 
even calling for the B -shares to 
be priced at 10-times the As. The 
negotiations have been clouded 
by the fact that die Wanner fam- 
ily may have lost control of the 
group, holding less than 50 per 
cent of the shares between them. 

NM Rothschild, the bank 
representing family trusts, and 



Family 
fears: The 
Wontners 
are 

reluctant to 

seethe 
hotel fall 
into 

American 

hands 


Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, who 
represent charitable holdings, 
are waiting to hear the terms of 
any firm offer for the group be- 
fore finalising any terms. 

The Savoy board remains keen 


to broker a sale. The group has 
beenrejuvenatedbymanagingdi- 
rector Ramon P!Bjares,who wants 
to see the group's ownership re- 
solved so he can concentrate on 
taking The Savoy name over- 


seas. He is expected to unveil a 
strong set of annual results today. 

The Savoy A-s hares jumped 
another 1375p to an all-time 
high of lS87-5p as bid specula- 
tion intensified. 


Revenue accused of bullying investors with tax on non-existent profits 


By Andrew Verity 


THE INLAND Revenue was yesterday ac- 
cused ofbuilytDg thousands of investors who 
will be forced to surrender investment bonds 
because of a Budget measure which will slap 
a penal taxon non-existent profits. 

In a little-noticed measure, about 5,000 
investors will be taxed as if they had made 
a 15 per cent gain on their investments - 
even if they have not made any money. 


The measure.part of the Government’s 
clampdown on tax loopholes, is targeted at 
holders of “personal portfolio bonds" - in- 
surance-linked policies which allow in- 
vestors to pick their own stocks. 

The Revenue cl aims the bonds are 
used for lax avoidance by offshore investors. 
It c laims they avoid paying income tax as 
investments grow but then move abroad 
when the policy matures, escaping tax al- 
together. But financial advisers are attacking 


the Revenue for what they' say is a penal 
tax with no fiscal justification, in direct de- 
fiance of a decision by the House of Lords 
last year. They say policies have been is- 
sued to thousands of investors in the UK 
who will pay tax when policies mature. 

While other life insurance policies have 
the same tax advantages the Revenue is im- 
posing the charge only on personal port- 
folio policies. 

Michael Bryant chairman of Fraser 


Smith, the independent financial adviser, 
said: “Investors in these bonds pay no less 
tax than investors in any other type of in- 
surance-linked investment bond Bringing 
in a tax on deemed artificial profits smacks 
of penal taxation." 

The Budget move runs against a Lords 
ruling last year when the Law Lords decided 
that investments could not be taxed dif- 
ferently just because they offered the 
chance to choose investments. 


Kim North, of London-based IFA Pret- 
ty F inancial , said: “It is unfair on the in- 
vestors. Even if there is no gain it is dill 
going to be assumed that there is a gain and 
some of the investors are going to be pe- 
nalised It’s a bit of a shock that the Rev- 
enue has over-ridden the Lords decision 
It is a retrospective attack on the policies." 

The advisers say the Revenue is simply 
dying toabofidi the pofides by the back door. 
It has ret a deadline of April next year be- 


fore imposing the charge, effectively forc- 
ing holders to surrender policies. “Delay- 
ing the charge for one year so that investors 
can surrender existing arrangements, per- 
haps with additional tax and surrender 
charges, smacks of bullying." Mr Bryant said 
A spokesman for the Revenue said: 
“The changes will affect only a narrow range 
of financial products. Often the assets in 
these products are assets that were held be- 
fore by the policyholder." 
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Troubled times 
at Caradon 


Caradon: At a glance 

Market value; £974m, share price 188p {-1 7p> 

1993 *994 : 71999 1i97 ; 


Five-year record 


CARADON's chief executive desig- 
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to their cost that he already has an un- 
ruly child on his hands in the troubled 

Earnings per share (p) 

3U 

19.9 

92 ' 15.8 

13.9 

building materials group. 

Dividends per share (p)= ' 

. aj. • 

95 •• 

:vj* -9.5 


The group unveiled a full in under- 


- • ••• 

- — 


lying 1997 pre-tax profits from £l7Sm 


; - - • . 


■ • , . • - •: ■ 


to £153m, before restructuring costs of 

Operating profit - 





£24m The company lost £Sm from ex- 

by dassot busJnass.Era 




[199& - 


change rale movements but the real 
problem was the doors and windows di- 
vision, which plunged into the red los- 
ing £3.5m compared with a £20m 
profit in 1996. 

1 is North American businesses were 
hammered hy a slump in demand for 
aluminium windows. In the UK losses 
were blamed on additional overheads 
from launching a new window range 
and a shortage of skilled installers. But 
it is a terrible performance given that 
Caradon had previously trumpeted 
this division as an important focus for 
the group and that the losses were run 
up at a time when both the US and UK 
building markets were strong. 

Were, its German doors and win- 
dows business, piled on the misery but. 
at feast. Caradon can legitimately 
blame difficult trading conditions for 
the £3.9m fall in profits. At least 
Caradon's plumbing, electrical, struc- 
tural and engineering divisions per- 
formed reasonably well. 

Mr Hinlz, who speaks the language 
of shareholder value, has been at 
Caradon since November but does not 
formally take over his post till May. No 
immediate sales are in the offing as the 
company battles to gut profits moving 
in the tight direction again. But he has 
hinted at a big shake-out and the doors 
and window division is likely to be cut 
back. 

Caradon shares crashed a farther 
17p io 188p yesterday. Analysis were 
unhinged by fears that the group indi- 
cated that its ongoing restructuring 
wu uld eat up a large port of its cadi flow. 

Caradon’s share price performance 
could have been even worse but for last 
year's share buy-back. However, the 
possibility of another return to share- 
holders looks remote in the short 
term. 

Analysts cut 19SS pre-tax forecasts 
by about £4m to around £163m which 
puts Caradon on a forward multiple of 
10. That looks low. but Mr Hjntz has 
a lot to prove. Hold 


50 


40 


30 


20 


10 


-10 



Share price against the market 

Caradon v FT Afl-stara Iratax,' March 1993=100 



1996 


like sales are currently growing at 
nearly 6 per cent. 

The shares slipped 2Jp to 512p but 
the stock, which is one of The Inde- 
pendents tips of the year, has still risen 
by a quarter since January. House 
broker Collins Stewart forecasts full- 
year profits of £17m, putting the shares 
on a prospective price-earnings ratio 
of 25. Still worth the entrance fee. Buy. 


Marginal cheer 
for Hamleys 


Northern 
Leisure’s spree 


WITH conglomerates having fallen out 
of fashion and focused companies all 
the rage. Northern Leisure is playing 
the right tune. The nightclub owner has 
put in the sort of performance that must 
have sent shareholders dancing with 
delight by simply sticking to what it 
knows best. 

The group deliberately eschews 
the trendier night spots in London 
which wax and wane with the latest 
fashions. Instead, Northern Leisure 
specialises in buying clubs from local 
owners in provincial towns. 

By sprucing up ihe dubs and using 
its buying power to cut costs it has 
proved it can earn the sort of margins 


and return on capital that is enough to 
turn most leisure companies green with 
envy. Using this simple strategy 
Northern Leisure has been able to 
expand rapidly through acquisitions. 
With plenty of sites still up for grabs 
it now plans to accelerate this spend- 
ing spree by opening at least 15 new 
clubs a year. The key to Us success is 
a strong management team, most of 
whom have done Utile else but run night 
clubs throughout their working lives 
and who are locked into long-term in- 
centive schemes. 

Not all of the clubs are firing cm all 
cylinders at once as fickle youngsters 
turn to different venues. But as its port- 
folio grows it can spread the risks and 
the group benefits from more 
economies of scale. 

Profits for the six months to March 
almost doubled to £72m, and like-for- 


HAMLEYS decision to return £6m 
of funds to shareholders via a buy- 
back of B shares will be welcome news 
to the toy company’s investors who 
have had no fun watching the com- 
pany’s value slide over the last year 
or so. 

A victim of the market's lack of ap- 
petite for small company stocks until 
a recent mini-revival, Hamleys shares 
have fallen well below their hi g h of 
439.5p in November 1996. 

With £3m of cash expected at the 
year end and with strong cash flow, 
Hamleys can certainly afford the buy- ' 
back and sgnals that there are no plans 
for any acquisitions. This news, to- 
gether with a decent set of results, 
pushed the shares 14.5p higher at 
273Jp. 

Though profits rose 10 per cent to 
£7.6m in the year to January, Hamleys 
is finding it difficult to move the sales 
Line. Sales at the flagship Regent 
street store were fiat due to lower 
tourist spending because of the strong 
pound. And like-for-like sales are 
only marginally ahead in current 
trading. 

The better news is in the margin, 
with higher own-brand penetration 
offering scope for improved returns not 
just at the main store but in satellite 
units at airports too, where own brand 
sales of Hamleys teddy bears and so 
on are higher. 

Last year’s £8.7m Iby Stack acqui- 
sition is performing well and con- 
tributed £L5m to pm fits in its first eight 
months. A roll-out of more stores in 
shopping centres is planned- 

Management is also planning more 
franchise stores in the Middle East and 
Europe, and a £lm refurbishment of 
the Regent Street store starting, next 
spring should provide a boost 

On analysts' forecasts of £93m this 
year, the shares trade on a forward 
rating of just 9. Even though this is 
fikeJyto be a cfifficultyear for retailers, 
that looks too low. 


Mines firms to launch 
coins to lift gold price 


By Andrew Verity 


SOME of the world’s largest 
gold mining firms are in talks to 
launch commemorative gold 
mill ennirrm coins, which CO uld 

consume over 1,000 tonnes of 
the precious metal. 

SBC yesterday said the pro- 
ject, which is the Swiss bank’s 
brain child, could help prop up 
gold prices, which have been 
wallowing near 18-year lows 
since the start of the year, in the 
run-up to the celebrations at the 
turn of the century. 

But bullion market sources 
were sceptical that 1,000 tonnes 
of gold worth around SlObn 
(£6.1bn) and equivalent to 
nearly a third of total world de- 
mand in a year, could be con- 
sumed in the -minting of the 
millennium coins. 

“Just because you are com- 
ing out with a project does not 
mean, you will have any takers 
for it It won't take metal out of 
the market unless people buy 
it,” one senior London gold 
dealer commented. 

Gold was fired at $292^0 an 
ounce in London yesterday 


morning, up Si JO on its previous 
dose in the New York market 

Hie millennium coins pro- 
ject would be led by Canada's 
Barrick Gold in co-operation 
with fellow Canadian miner 
Placer Dome, South Africa's 
Anglo American Corp and 
Newmont of the US, an SBC 
spokeswoman confirmed. 

Anglo American, the world's 
largest gold producer, con- 
firmed it was considering issue 
a gold coin to mark the mil- 
lennium in partnership with 
other large producers of the 
predous metal 

“We have had some prelim- 
inary discussions with various 
other parties and we certainly 
think it is a veiy good idea, "said 
James Duncan, spokesman for 
Anglogold, which is Anglo 
American's gold division. 

“People have been issuing 
such coins down through time 
and celebrating the birth of a 
new century seems like an op- 
portune time to do it again. 
Anything that promotes the 
use of gold needs to be looked 
at very seriously. It seems like 
a jolly good thing to do. What 


GUS rounds on US rival 


GREAT Universal Stores, the 
mail order and financial infor- 
mation company facing a law- 
suit over its bid for US group 
Metromail, went on the offen- 
sive yesterday, filing a counter 
claim against rival American 
Business Information (ABI). 

GUS filed asuit in Delaware 
Chancery Court, alleging that 
ABI had wrongfully interfered 
with GUSTs merger agreement 
because ABI had no legal right 
to make an offer for database 

marketing firm Metro mail 

On 13 March, GUS had an- 
nounced an agreement to buy 
Metromail for $83 lm (£500m), 
or $31.50 a share, plus defat 

But rival ABI has attempted 
to break up the deal, alleging via 
a lawsuit that Metromail chose 
the bid from GUS without con- 
ducting a ffair auction. 

ABI last Wednesday topped 


GUSTs offer with a bid at $850m 

in cash. Metromail said it would 

hold talks with ABI to evaluate 
the offer as part of its respon- 
sibility to generate value far 
shareholders. A hearing on 
ABPs lawsuit is scheduled for 
March 27 in Delaware. 

GUS’s counterclaim seeks 
an injunction against ABI from 
interfering with its merger 
agreement, or if an injunction 
is denied, “very substantial 
damages," GUS said. 

Retail analysts said ABI was 
obviously pushing to get its bid 
considered. But they suggested 
GUS would want to avoid a bid- 

ding war when the company was 

also making a £1.6ba hostile of- 
fer for Argos, the catalogue 
showroom retailer. 

William Culftim, analyst at 
Paribas Capital Markets, said; 
‘'Lawsuits are a fact of life in the 


US, it's just the price of doing 
business there." GUS shares feu 
3.5p. or 0.4 per cent, to 775.5p. 

Metromail said on Friday it 
would talk to ABI about its of- 
fer. The company has an 
agreementwith GUS to pay the 
UK. retailer S15m if the bid 
does not go through. ABI may 
make a “modest" boost to if* of- 
fer if Metromail can invalidate 
the break-up fee, Metromail 
said. 

GUS wants Metromail be- 
cause of overlaps with its own 
credit information business Ex- 
pemn-DMT in data purchasing, 
software licensing and devcT 
opraent. The two are also US 
neighbours, being only about 10 

a P“- GUS bought Ex- V 
P<ran, Which is the largest US 
* mfonnation company, 
m 1996 for £lbn. ^ 
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nicer way to signify to your heirs 
that you were around at the turn 
of the centuiy. I will buy one for 
my grandchildren." 

Mr Duncan said discussions 
.between the mining houses 
were at a very preliminary phase 
and the mechanics of the mil- 
lennium coins project bad yet 
to be discussed. 

The World Gold Council, a 
promotional and research 
group for the international gold 
mining industry, estimated to- 
tal demand for gold at about 
3,500 tonnes last year. Jew- 
ellery was the largest consum- 
ing sector aL 2,000 tonnes. 

A spokesman for the World 
Gold Council said; “Realistically 
it [the 1,000 tonnes for the 
coins] looks like an absurdly high 
figure, but we would be delighted 
if it were true.... It would have 
a very positive effect on the 
price." 

The size of the coins will be 
determined by the gold price. 
The most popular is expected 
to be the 1 ounce coin, which 
would probably cost £200 at to- 
day’s prices, the SBC spokes- 
woman confirmed. 
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Sir Donald’s exit is as well timed as his entry 


SIR DONALD GOSLING and Ronald 
Hobson, the duo who founded a dull old 


OUTLOOK 


car . 

cover they had ajgoWnuneon their hands, 
look like they are sefflingoutatthetopof 
the market The £800m that Cendant of 
the US is paying for National Parking Cor- 
poration (National Car Parks to the rest 
afus)iw7onIyiepiesental7percentpre- 
TTrhrm But this is hardly the most liquid 
of stocks, given that 72 per cent of it is in 
just two pairs of hands! Whaf s more, those 
institutions who bought into NPC bade in 
1986 have already had their stake money 
back and can now look forward to a four- 
fold return on their original investment. 

The plan had been for the two founders 
to hang on for a demerger of NPCs Green 
Flag roadside breakdown business later 
this year and the flotation of the car park- 
ing operation after that. But neither of 
them is getting any younger, Mr Hobson 
is 77 and Sir Donald is 69, and a flotation 
would not have allowed either to cash in 
all their chips at once. 

There was plenty of talk yesterday about 
how Cendant will use its musde as a “glob- 
al provider of consumer and business ser- 
vices” to sell customers of NCFs car parks 
everything from car rentals to bold rooms. 

It is certainly true that for a business 
akin to a license to print money, NCP has 


been run in the most primitive of maimers. 
It ontydscovcred the computer three years 
ago, and most of the transactions stID in- 
volve cash being handed over at the 
kiosk. So there is more business to be lever- 
aged off its 65 million customers a year. 

Bui the environment is not getting any 
kinder for motorists, particularly those 
who drive to NCFs city centre sites. Gor- 
don Brown did ax clobber rarparidngperiss 

this time around bm maybe be vdll nest year. 

Meanwhile pub&trangxwt,not the private 
car, looks Hke the breiiiess to be in. The de- 
parting duo at NCP may have tuned their 
exit almost as mil as their entry. 

Rerating of the 
telecoms sector 

TELECOM stocks are suddenly flavour 
of the month. And we are not talking here 
only about the thrusting young upstarts, 
Colt and Energis, or the fast growing mo- 
bile operators, Vodafone and Orange. 
Even the old dinosaurs of British Telecom 
and Cable & Wireless are enjoying un- 
dreamt of favour. For the Gist time ever, 
BT is trading at a small earnings premi- 
um to the rest of the market. Why the 
reappraisal? 

One reader phoned id claim Rupert 


Murdoch, who already has links with BT, 
was about to bid for the whole shebang. 
Certainly this migh t explain BTs inflat- 
ing share price. A ma gnum of champagne 
to him if he's right- But although the idea 
of a folly blown bid from an already dom- 
inant media company seems a little far 
fetched (as does the recent suggestion that 
BUI Gates might take a stake), he's think- 
ing along the right lines. 

When the Government floated BT in 
the early 1980s. it tried to sell the com- 
pany as a gee whiz technology stock that 
might expect to command a consequent 
premium rating. After all these years, in- 
vestors may finally be starting to believe 
the story. This is the information age, and 
BT ought to be uniquely placed to exploit 
it. Furthermore, with the lines between me- 
dia and communications increasingly 
blurred, it's reasonable to assume BT may 
become as much an entertainment com- 
pany as a telephone operator. 

Another cause of the rerating is dereg- 
ulation of the Continental telecoms mar- 
ket, which came into force on 1 January. 
BT seems well placed to benefit - in the 
same way as Colt and Energis are already 
feeding off the soft underbelly of the mar- 
ket here in Bri tain - with stale of the art 
modern networks. Maybe, but there’s a cer- 
tain lack oflogic about this argument since 


as far as the totality of the market is con- 
cerned, deregulation is a zero sum game 
- with lower margins and one operator 
stealing market store from another. 

Despite this, the share prices of the 
Continental moiwpoiiesaresiiigmgin tan- 
dem with BT Since the true beoeficiaiy 

of deregulation must be the consumer, not 

the producer, this doesn’t make sense. 
Never mind. When a sector is reap- 
praised, it is as much about fashion as any- 
thing else and this particular fad shows no 
sign of For the time being, in- 


good news for the oil companies and the 
big oil producing nations (of which Britain 
is still one), is generally bad news for the 

rest of usw The deflating oa price of the last 

sis months has had a reflatiooary effect oo 
the world economy at a time when the 
Asian crias has been pulling violently in the 
otiser direction. These two influences have 
to some extent been cancelling each oth- 
er OUL If last weekend’s agreement succeeds 
in limiting supply and raising prices, then 
the effect oflbe Asian collapse cm the world 
economy may be that much more violent. 


si gn oi a Paling, rui in'- — - 

vestors should sit back and enjoy the ride. UflknOWTI 


Opec’s gain is 
our loss 

SO you thought OPEC was dead. Judging 
by last weekend’s agreement to reduce oil 
output, there's He in the old cartel yet; 
OPEC’s ability to manipukue the market 
to the advantage of producers seems as po- 
tent as ever. Indeed, tins time round, the 
world’s major oil exporters have surpassed 

themselves by roping in non OPEC coun- 
tries too in their bid to remove the over- 
suppiy of raL As a result, this latest initiative 
seems to stand a better chance of doing the 
fr irlr than an y thing ebe tried in recent times. 
Never forget, however, that what's 


warrior 

THE NEW HEAD of OfteL the tdccom- 
murucations regulator, has two things go- 
ing for him. David Edmonds (who he?) was 
available at very short notice having re- 
structured himself out of his last job at 
NatWest just before Christmas. He also 
came cheap, having agreed to lake the job 
for £18,000 less than his predecessor Don 
Qu icMiank. Beyond that, he is an unknown 
quantity. But telecoms, as the blurb point- 
ed out yesterday, is a fast changing world 
and Oftel may find itself merged with the 
JTC. Mr Edmonds should take care not to 
he restructured out of another post. 


Amey plans shopping spree 
as profits rise by one-third 

AMEY, the construction group, yesterday said it was in a good 
position to continue to grow organically and by acquisition. 
Brian Staples, the new chief executive, unvefled a pre-tax profit 
of £I4.6m. up 33 per cent from last year. It proposed a total 
dividend of 1 Ip per share, up 20 per cent. “Effectively, well 
be looking for significant acquisitions in the core areas of raff, 
highway maintenance,” Mr Staples said. Amey Homes, As- 
fare and Sport-Tec are considered to be non-core and may 
be disposed of, provided agreeable terms can be readied. 

Rose named head at Argos 

A STUART ROSE has formally taken over as chief executive 
” of Argos, the catalogue retailer that is battling against a £L6bn 

bid from Great Universal Stores. Mr Rose was named as acting 
chief executive last month when it emerged that Mike Smith 
was unable to fulfil his duties due to illness. Argos will make 
an announcement about its future strategy on Wednesday. 

Smal{ caps ‘undervalued’ 

MORE than a third of investors feel brokers do a poor job 
of researching small companies, according to a KPMG Cor- 
porate Finance survey. The survey included more than 100 
fond management organisations add found that although in- 
vestors have more money .available for the smaller cap sec- 
y tor, they have growing proWems aaking specific investments. 

* “The result is that many quoted small companies are un- 
dervalued and increasingly vulnerable to takeover from pri- 
vate equity investors,” Neil Austin, head of new issues at 

• , KPMG Corporate Finance, said. 

1w Tarmac wins M&S contract 

A SELECT NUMBER of Marks & SpenceT stores in Britain 

• ■ and France wiH undergo extensive remodelling at the hands 

of UK builder. Tarmac. Thrxnac Buflding has been awarded 
the £6 9m M&S contract which will refurbish stores in Glas- 
gow, Nottingham, Chester, Derby, Milton Keynes and 
Handfbrth in Cheshire, and the construction of a new M&S 
store in Marseilles. 

Record whisky exports 

THE UNITED STATES remains the biggest market for Scotch 
: ~ whisky, surpassing the £3QCta barrier for the first time, aoxirding 

7 to the Scotch Whisky Association (SWA). Global eeport reorads 
were set in both the value and volume of shipments in 1997, 
up 5 per cent and 8 per cent respectively. The volume of im- 
ports increased in every market outside of Europe, where tax 
hikes on spirits have increased and a strong pound have been 
blamed for the faff The SWA said the industry faced foe con- 
tinuing strength of sterling and economic difficulties m Asia. 
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Last year 92 companies were recognised for achieving business 
goals by unlocking the poienrial of their staff. 

To enter this year, check your phone book and 
call your local TEC/LEC (England & Scotland), 

Management Learning Resources (Wales) or the 
Training and Employment Agency (Northern Ireland). 
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Oil stocks flare after Opec deal 


MARKET REPORT 



PETER THAI LARSEN 


AS CARTELS go, the Or- 
ganisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (Opec) has 
□ot been a great success. After 
a few successes hi the 1970 s, 
the organisation has generally 
failed to do what It was set up 
to achieve, namely to keep the 
price of oil artificially high. 
That’s largely because the 
project is self-defeating: every 
time Opec succeeds in getting 
the price up the temptation for 
one of its members to in- 
crease production just proves 
too much. 

Nevertheless, London in- 
vestors were willing to put their 
faith in Opec yesterday as 
they cheered the agreement, 
negotiated in secret and 
agreed over the weekend, 
which added IS per cent to the 
price of a barrel of oil 
yesterday. 

Despite warnings from an- 
alysis that the euphoria could 
be short-lived, oil stocks 
jumped. British Petroleum, 
which is the mosL sensitive to 
oil-price movements, was the 


best-performing share in the 
fiTSE 100 , rising 66 - 5 p to 
933 Jp. It was closely followed 
by Lasmo, 19 . 5 p better at 
291 ^p. Enterprise, which 
gained 30 p to 573 p, and Shed, 
up J 8 . 75 p to 453p. Even BG 
joined in with a 14 p spurt to 
313 - 5 p. 

The news came on a good 
day for Monument Oil & Gas, 
which revealed new deals for 
its Caspian Sea ofl. The shares 
rose 5 p to 67 , 5 p. 

Meanwhile, speculation 
that the Bangladeshi govern- 
ment was about to award new 
exploration contracts lifted 
shares in Cairn Energy 13 p to 
429 . 5 p. Key discoveries in 
Bangladesh boosted the shares 
to a peak of 634 . 5 p a year ago, 
but since then the stock has 
drifted as Investors await the 
next bit of news. 

Itallow Oil, down 03 p to 
lSlp, is also tipped to win a 
key block in Bangladesh. Bro- 
kers expect an announce- 
ment before the end of the 
month. 


The oil price activity 
livened up what was otherwise 
a dull day on the London 
market. Despite a bright start 
which briefly took it through 
the 6,000 barrier, the Footsie 
soon slipped back and even- 
tually settled at 5947 . 0 , down 
93 points. 

Caution about expansion 
prospects for food retailers hit 
Tesco, off 20 p at 550 p. The ef- 
fect was exasperated for Asda 
by the shares going ex- 
dividend. They retreated S. 75 p 
from Friday's all-time high to 
' dose at 200 p. 

Ramours of poor trading in 
its sports shops hit JJB Sports, 
down 25 . 5 p to 675 p. The 
shares have fallen 18 per cent 
since hitting an all-time high 
of 8225 p a few weeks ago. 
Rival JD Sports gave up 5 p to 
123 - 5 p. 

The bid battle enveloping 
luxury hotel group Savoy 
helped its non-voting A shares 
up 137 J>p to another all-time 
high of 18873 p. Shares in 
major shareholder Granada^ 


which is bickering with the 
Wontner family about who 
gets the majority of the spoils, 
put on 3 p to 103 Sp. 

Computer services group 
MB IS continued its recent 
relating. Investors are begin- 
ning to warm to the stock, 
which was one of the most dis- 
astrous new issues of recent 
years. Analysts argue that the 
shares, which added 2 p to 

Share Spotlight 

stare price, pence 

1000 ■ 

«n— — 1 BP _ 


AM J J ASOND J FM 


6 S 5 p, are worth more than 
lOOp If conventional informa- 
tion technology sector multi- 
ples are applied. They were 
183 p less than a year ago. 

Telecoms companies gave 
up some of their recent gains 
as the speculative money 
rushed elsewhere. Mobile op- 
erators Vodafone, down ISp at 
596 and Orange, down lip at 
412 p, were out of favour as 
was local operator Colt Tele- 
com, which slipped 65 p to 
15Q5p. 

A Henderson Crosthwaite 
recommendation continued 
to lift electronics group 
Bowthorpe, which hit a new 
high of 4783 p, up 5 p. 

The broker reckons the 
company is enjoying strong 
growth in its markets and 
Lhat recent difficult) egjxi the 
semi-conductor industry are 
sow in the past 

Tomkins was one of the few 
Footsie stocks to make any 
headway. It gained 3 - 5 p co 
‘ 360 p after buying privately 
owned fluid control group 


Schrader-Bridgeport for 
£ 112 m. The move will ease 
pressure from institutional in- 
vestors who are keen for Greg 
Hutchings' conglomerate to 
return spare cash to share- 
holders. The shares are up by 
a fifth since the beginning of 
the year. 

Meanwhile, electronics 
tiddler SUvermines added 3 p 
to 4 & 5 p after announcing a 
deal to supply transmitters 
for digital terrestial television 
to Castle XnmsmhaJon In- 
ternational. the former BBC 
transmission aim. The deal is 
thought to be worth about 
£ 20 m. 

Several shares moved ahead 
of results announcements to- 
day. Computer components 
distributor Datrontech, which 
is expected to unveil pre-tax 
profits of about £ 6 m this 
morning, gained 16p to 134 p. 
Food group S Daniels, which 
recently bought the New 
Covent Garden Soup Com- 
pany, also put on 143 p to 65 p 
ahead of today's figures. 


TAKING STOCK 

„H— ■■** l **»* 

Keep an eye on insurance 
software gn»P Sherwood to- 
teniatkmaL up 35p to 8U5p. 


Ddoitte & Touche as a US 
partner and is belfc^il to be 
dose to signing up another 
distributor. Stockbroker 

Granville Davies forecasts 30 

per cent profit growth this 
year and 25 per cent in 1999 
and the shares, which have 
trebled in value since last au- 
tumn, are worth £ 10 . 

Property Partnerships, devel- 
oping commercial property 
and holds, leapt 35 p to 305 p 
after ann ouncing it was pre- 
liminary bid talks. Last week, 
the company appointed con- 
sultants to attract Interest in 
its property portfolio. 

Computer firm Acorn added 
93 p to 184 _ 5 p. It has a 38 per 
cent stake in ARM Holdings, 
a chi p manufacturer whose 
proposed US listing is attract- 
ing attention. Analysts reckon 
ARM is worth at least 80 p per 
Acorn share, and possibly a 
lot more. The shares were 
129 - 5 p a month ago. 
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The world-wide quest for balanced 
budgets among finance ministers 

( US bonds and the G7 business cycle 
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* HAMISH 
McRAE 

ON THE 
RISE OF 
THE S-WORD 


STABILITY. This is the new 
buzz-word of finance ministers. 
We had a dose of the UK 
version Jast week from our own 
Gordon Brown. Al the weekend 
we had the European version 
from Theo Wsugel, the German 
I? Finance Minister, suggesting 
that the economic and monetary 
union (EMU) stability pact 
should be brought forward. 

Yesterday this was endorsed 
by Yves-Thibault de SQguy, the 
European commissioner for 
economic and monetary affairs 
And tomorrow we will get a 
feeling for how the European 
Union (EU) proposes to cope 
with the potentially destabi- 
lising effect of the high-debt 
EMU members - countries that 
do not formally comply with the 
entry criteria, but which wfli be- 
come founder members of 
EMU none the less. 

This drive for stability raises 
two questions. The first is why? 
Why has H suddenly become the 
» dominant force not just in Eu- 
ropean politics, but in most 
mature democracies? After all, 
one of the reasons why Presi- 
dent Clinton is so popular is that 
he appears to be delivering a 
balanced budget 

As far as European countries 
are concerned there is, of 
course, the immediate pres- 
sure from EMU, which is forc- 
ing the countries with a record 
of instability to try to lift their 
-Ygame. But the quest for stability 
- carries a price in higher taxes. 


and this does not explain the 
ease with which these countries 
have sold this burden to their 
electorates. Nor does h explain 
' why the Chancellor here puts 
this to the top of his wish-list - 
or the favourable response m 
the US to the prospect of the 
balanced budget 

1 think the answer lies in a 
changed set of preferences by 
voters, to which politicians feel 
they must respond. Go back five 
years and fiscal virtue was 
something which poli ticians felt 
that had formally to favour, but 
in practice they were prepared 
to allow deficits to flourish. 
Now they seem to be acting — 
despite the short-term pain- in 
the same way as they talfr. 

If this line of argument is 
right, we could be in for a pro- 
longed period of fiscal stability, 
a period when the normal prac- 
tice & not just for budgets to be 
balanced, but for the long-term 
trend of public sector defat as a 
proportion of GDP to come 
down' world-wide. This would 
lead to the second question: 
what effect will a long period of 
fiscal stability have on the wodd 
economy and the climate for in- 
vestment? 

The starting point of this 
answer is whether the s-word, 
stability, will lead to the d- 
word, deflation. The case that 
the world of investment has ut- 
terly changed was well made ear- 
lier this month is a paper from 
the Global Investment Strategist, 
one of the publications of the 
Bank Credit Analyst group in 
Montreal. It argues that yes- 
terday's rules, the rules for an 
inflationary world, no longer ap- 
ply. For the last 18 years all you 
had to do was to buy equities 
when there was the prospect of 
a fall in interest rates. 

Now, the authors argue, the 
rules ore changing. If you look 
at the relationship between eq- 
uity and bond returns over the 
last 40 years, periods of low in- 
flation cause the correlation to 
become negative. So at some 
point falling interest rates could 
become a negative far equity in- 
vestment: It would be a sign of 
woisepiqg deflation, rather than 
a trigger for a new equity Boom. 

. The time to worry about 
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bonds, on the other hand, is 
when growth surges, lb see 
this point, have a look at the 
graph, which charts US bond 
yields and G7 growth since 
1980. There have been a num- 
ber of points, marked by the ar- 
rows, when growth has fallen off 
sharply (bottom graph). In each 
rare this seems to precede or co- 
incide with a fell in bond yields, 
also marked by the little arrows. 
The authors have taken G7 
growth (rather than just US) 
and US bond yields (rather 
thao some weighted G7 bond 
yield, but the similarity is strik- 
ing none the less. The conclu- 
sion is that since global growth 
is slowing this is not a time to 
wony about rising bond yields. 

This paper notes three other 
investment themes. One is 
global bond convergence — as 
global deflation takes hold, the 
chances are that all bonds in the 
main currencies will move to- 
wards each other, perhaps to a 
4 to 5 per cent range. The moral 
here would be to sell very low- 
yielding ones (like the Japanese) 
and buy US and UK bonds. Eu- 
ropean bonds should be held. 

The second theme is that the 
Japanese authorities panic 


when the Nikkei index goes be- 
low about 16000. Each time that 
has happened there has been a 
determined effort to stimulate 
the economy. So far, the four 
packages in the last five months 
have Med Lo achieve much. But 
expect a more determined one 
shortly, maybe including some 
relaxation in the sales tax, the 
tightening of which last spring 
helped push the economy back 
into recession. 

The third theme is that the 
equity cult in the US will not 
continue far ever. Tn the short 
term," the authors acknowl- 
edge, “it could keep going and 
may even sprout into a full- 
fledged mania In the bigger pic- 
ture, however, the deflation in 
goods prices will put down- 
ward pressure on profit growth. 
The market is getting set for a 
boom-bust cycle.” 

Wfefl, that is just one view and 
an evidently unfashionable one 
at the moment, given what share 
prices have been doing around 
the world. I suppose the expla- 
nation far that is that we are see- 
ing the pluses from global 
deflation - in particular near 
zero inflation - without yet 
catching any agbt, except in East 


Asia, of the minuses. You do not 
need lo argue that the imbal- 
ances in North America and Eu- 
rope are anything like as great 
as those in East Asia - they ore 
not - lo accept that the defla- 
tionary impact on the world 
economy from the reversal of 
fortune of its fastest-growing 
area will have considerable de- 
flationary impact on the West. 

Indeed, it is interesting that 
our quest for stability should be 
coming at exactly the same 
time that East Asia has hit the 
buffers. On the one hand this 
makes it easier for Europe and 
North America to reach the goal 
of low inflation. But it also gjves 
a further twist to the tightening 
of policy taking place here. 

To be clear stability is a de- 
sirable element of economic 
policy, and we have not had 
enough of it Sri in that sense 
everything that Gordon Brown 
and his fellow finance ministers 
are saying is vaUd. But the drive 
for European stability is being 
framed in a vacuum: IS months 
from now the pace of the world 
economy will have changed 
again, and on balance the prob- 
ability is that GT growth will be 
heading downwards. 
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THE DINNER for European finance 
ministers last Friday evening al the EcoGn bun- 
fight in York brought a fascinating insight into 
the politics of smoking. 

Eddie George. Governor of the Bank of 
England, and Gordon Brown, the Chancellor, 
were co-hosts for the dinner at the National 
Railway Museum. Eddie got there first and 
proceeded to light a cigarette, as is his habit. 

Whereupon an official appeared from 
nowhere and (old the head of our Central 
Bank: “You can't smoke in here, you know. 
It's a non-smolung venue." 

Suitably chastised* the Governor sneaked 
off to a balcony to finish his fag in peace. 

Imagine Eddie's reaction as he relumed 
to the banquet, only in see practically all 15 
European finance ministers puffing away on 
ciggies as if they were auditioning for a 
Humphrey Bogart film. 

What does this say abouL the Governor's 
relative place in the European power struc- 
ture? Who knows. Anyway, local York func- 
tionaries hailed the Ecofin meeting as "the 
biggest thing to hit York since the Vikings". 

Perusing the local council's brochure for 
the event, you can see why. Among the events 
laid on by the Council were “Euro-Square 
Dancing at Bishopthorpc Village Hall", or fail- 
ing that "the Euro Barn Dance at the Black- 
smith Arms, Rufforth". 

There was even an "Ecofin Song Contest" 
at Fibbers Wine Bar, with its very own Terry 
Wogan impersonator. "Come and and watch 
would-be stars miming to their favourite Euro- 
vision hits," trilled the Council's brochure. 
Who could refuse? 

And lest any pesky Euro-sceptics thought 
that the meeting was nothing more than an 
excuse to waste vast amounts of rate-payers' 
money, the brochure added: "This leaflet cost 
Upper resident to produce." If only Brussels 
worked like that. 

THERE were other bean feasts going on in 
Europe last week, not least Mipim, the an- 
nual jamboree in Cannes for the property in- 
dustry. No estate agent worth his salt can 
afford to miss this orgy of deal-making. This 


year the tone was raised considerably by Nn- 
core. the corporate real estate association, 
which acts for property oeaipiere. 

The Nacore stand at the Mipim exhibition 
was honoured with a visit from Royalty; A tea 
party with Her Majesty, the Queen, ?o Jess. 

The Royal viator, who flew into Nice Air- 
port for the day, did a walkabout round the 
exhibition with Uacore's European Board 
president Geoffrey Lander, a senior partner 
in the property department of London law 
firm Nabarro Nathanson, 

Her Maj obligingly cut the ribbon on the 
Nacore stand and declared it open. At this 
point the tea urn swung into action and no 
more property deals were done, as the stand 
was drowned in wide-eyed visitors all wanting 
to be photographed alongside Her Majesty. 

Amazingly, few of the property boys 
twigged that the so-called Royal was in fact 
Elizabeth Richard, a professional Queen im- 
personator hired for the occasion by Nacore. 
Still, everyone went home happy. 

THIS WEEK seems to be popular for ap- 
pointing new bosses. The Federation of Small 
R ^nr-sses has elected Ian Handfard as its sev- 
enth National Chairman, while the Institute 
of Management has appointed Mary Chap- 
man to be its next director general. 

Mr Handfard is a self-employed busi- 
nessman from Torquay. Devon, who has 
been a member of the FSB since 1975. He's 
worked far the Federation's policy unit, and 
his declared aim is to convince the nation at 
large that “the small business sector is truly 
the engine room of the economy". 

Meanwhile, over at the Institute of Man- 
agement Ms Chapman, currently chief exec- 
utive of Investors in People UK. will succeed 
Roger Young, who has spent over six years at 
the helm. The IM is well know among jour- 
nalists as supplying a seemingly limitless supply 
of press releases and topical surveys. Perhaps 
they should go into publishing full time. 

THIS must surely be a sign that we've 
reached the lop of the cycle: Britain's imports 
of vintage champagne nearly doubled in 
1997, and we now buy more of the stuff from 
France than any other country in the world. 
Germany and the US are left trailing in our 
wake on the bubbly front. 

Last year our share of vintage exports from 
France rose from 6JS percent to 12.8 per cent, 
meaning that one in eight of all buttles of vin- 
tage bubbly made in France are swigged by 
Brits. Quite an entente cordiale. 

When it comes to all champagne, we 
bought 22.2 million bottles last year, against 
195 million by Germany and a mere 155 mil- 
lion by the Americans. 

Franco ise Peretti. director of the UK 
Champagne Information Bureau, puts our 
prolific consumption down to the strong 
pound, the restaurant boom, and the 
"millennium effect". 

Apparently, lots of people are laying 
down vintage champers in order to celebrate 
the millennium in style. And it’ll came in handy 
to drown their sorrows if the millennium bug 
wreaks havoc 
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Weight of history favours Cambridge 


The changing shape of Boat Race oarsmen 



Dreadnought drill: Cambridge’s oversize crew - who average nearly ISst - run through their paces on the Thames yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 


By Hugh Matheson 


CAMBRIDGE won the “Con- 
cc5te d'ApoUo" at the Boat 
Race weigh-in yesterday with 
the tallest and heaviest crew in 
the history of the race simply 
confirming a trend that has 
been inexorable since the race 
began in 1S29. 

The “muscular Christians" 
of 19th century tradition 
passed the 12st mark in 1S67, 
but it took another nearly 70 
years to move up a grade to a 
13st average in 1936. The well 
fed baby boomers born after 
the Second World War 


cranked it up a notch to a 14st 
average in 1976 and this year 
Cambridge missed ringing the 
15st bell by only half a pound 
per man. 

The heavier crew has 
tended to win. but over $0 
times the lights have taken it. 
This time the Cambridge mar- 
gin over Oxford is 131b per 
man and if the Dark Blues win 
it will be the biggest disparity 
ever to have been overcome. 

Harry Mahon, the vastly ex- 
perienced New Zealander 
who is coaching Cambridge 
alongside Robin Williams this 
year, is quick to point out that 
you have got to pull all the 
weight along. “It's fine when 


you’re going well at the start 
but it's possible for boat 
movers to become boat stop- 
pers," he explained. 

The sport is also absorbing 
a weighty paradox. It is ap- 
parent that as oarsmen and 
women geL bigger and the 
weight differential increases 
between the best lightweights 
- limited in the men to list - 
and the openweights, the dif- 
ferences in performance are 
decreasing. 

The world’s fastest time in 
the coxless four was held by a 
British lightweight crew from 
London Rowing Club until it 
was beaten by the narrowest of 
margins by the British heavy- 


weight crew who won tbe 
World Championships last 
summer. 

Thor Neilsen. a coach who 
chairs the international tech- 
nical commission, thinks that 
the introduction of lightweight 
divisions to the Olympic pro- 
gramme means the differences 
will disappear. 

Sean Bowden, coaching Ox- 
ford this year, says that, if tbe 
physical restrictions were re- 
moved from the equipment, 
there might be no need for 
lightweight divisions. “With a 
96kg weight for the shell and 
55kg of coxswain to pull along, 
there is bound to be an ad- 
vantage to the bigger crew in 


an eight, but this is an artifi- 
cial restriction and if the cox- 
less boats were tailor-made for 
the crew at whatever weight, 
who knows how fast they 
would go." 

Bowden explains that by 
pointing to the power-to- 
weight ratio as the key element 
in rowing. “Roughly: to dou- 
ble your speed you must cube 
your power, so clearly you are 
not going to push them up to 
18 or 19 stone. It just won't 
work." 

When asked why even 
though his crew this year is 
131b a man lighter than Cam- 
bridge he is still picking the big- 
ger men in his group, he says: 


“I guess as a coach you just 
can't help yourself." 

He points out that.Hany 
Mahon, as coach to Greg 
Searle, the first British sculler 
to win a world medal in the sin- 
gle scull, worked hard to cut. 
Searle's weight without losing 
available strength. 

Asked to take a view on his 
crew’s apparent disadvantage 
in weight he says: “You leant 
that all sorts of people win 
races, and others who are good 
. on the ergometer or the gym 
who don't. The winners are the 
ones who get the best out of 
what they have got and above 
all who race closest to their 
limit when it counts." 


BOAT RACE CREWS 


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY Toby 
Wallace (Jesus) ISst, Brad Crom- 
bfe (Feterhouse) 14:7, Alex Story (St 
Edmundte) 16:1, Graham Smith (St 
Edmund*) 14:12, Mare Weber (St 
Edmund*) 13:8, Jonathon Bull 
(Bnmanuel) 15:9, Stefan Forster 
(PBterhouse) 16:1 Paul Cunning- 
ham (Gorrvflle and Caius) 13:6. 
Cose Allstair Potts (Trinity Hal) && 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY Charfie 
Humphreys (Oriel) I2st mtx Jaroea 
Roycrofl (KsUe) 13:10, Jurgen 
Hecht (Kflbte) Henrik Nilsson 

(Hertford) 142, Ed Goods (Kebte) 
14:10, Andrew Lindsay (Brasanose) 
142. Paul Berger (Uncoin) 143, 
Nick Robinson (Lincoln) 13:6. Cur 
Alex Graaney (St Edmund HaB) 8:7. 


Ireland 
rely on 
same 
squad 


Rugby Union 


IRELAND’S team to play Eng- 
land in the Fte Nations' Cham- 
pionship will be named later this 
week after the 23-man squad 
originally selected for Saturday's 
match against Wales was se- 
lected again. 

The Shannon lock Mick 
Galwey, the only roan left out 
of the final party for Saturday's 
30-21 defeat by Wiles, was in- 
cluded along with the 22 on duty 
at Lansdownc Road. 

Malcolm O'Kelly returns 
from international duty to boost 
London Irish's efforts to climb 
away from the Allied Dunbar 
Premiership One relegation 
zone when they face Glouces- 
ter this evening. O'Kclly will 
play alongside the captain, Nick 
Harvey, in the second row, with 
Gabriel Fulcher on the 
replacements' bench. 

Niall Woods comes in at 
full-back for Conor O’Shea 
(cheek injury), while David 
Charles is on the left wing 
instead of Woods in the only two 
changes from the side which 
beat Wasps 38-19 last week. 

Gloucester will be without 
their England A wing, Brian 
Johnson, after he suffered con- 
cussion against Scotland A on 
Friday. Aucflcy Lumsden re- 
places him, while die kick Mark 
Cornwell (back) and Phil Vick- 
ery (shoulder) are both absenL 

Dove Sims - who makes his 
first League appearance since 
dislocating his shoulder last 
November - and Andy Deacon 
are in the starting line-up. 

IRELAND SQUAD: Backs: C darks 
fTerenrra CoHooJ. R Wallace (Saracens). 
D Htckto (St May* Cotox). M UcCafl 
(London ktthj, K Man (OMoQ, N Han- 
daraon (Wasps). D Humphreys (London 
Iran). E Ehrood (Gahnegwnst C McGirk)- 
naaa [Si Mary's Cdtgol. B O'Maara 
(Cork Constitution). Fo r w a rd!! R Corrig- 
an (Grayatones). P WaBaca (Saracens). N 
PopptwaH (Nawcastta). P Cl oh assy 
(Ybung Monster), K Wood (Horioqulns), R 
Naadala (Nawcaafla). P Johns (Sara- 
cans). M 0*KsHy (London Irish). M Galway 
(Sfwrmonl E Muter (Latawterj, DCaikny 
(Bristol). V Costello (St Mary's Cole get- A 
Ward (Balynahcnchl • 
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Today we publish the updated results of 
The Independent Fantasy Football League. 
The league table includes all scores up to 
March 8th. The player fist includes scores 
from all games played until March 22nd. Nei- 
ther set of scores includes results from the FA 
Cup. The overall winner at the end of the sea- 
son will win a pair of tickets to the World Cup 
finals in France this summer. 


Every time one of jour plovers score you gel four points. There 
are four points for a keeper or a defender ever;' lime their 
team keeps u dean sheet. If a plater scores the winning goat 
Le.: if there is a one goal difference in the scareline, the play- 
er scoring the final goal for the winning team is awarded I 
bonus point awarded in addition k) standard goal related points. 
Eurii successful Assist, a pass judged by our experts to lead 
directly to a goal, will give a plover 3 point*. The opinion of 
our experts on tbe nuttier is IlnaL Each player selected and 
starting a game will he awarded one point. 


If a player is given a Yelkw Card they lose 1 point, iT a 
player is given a Red Card they lose 3 points. Own goals, ei- 
ther scored or conceded, do not count 

The Premiership Manager dial you choose will be award- 
ed 3 points ff (heir real-life learn wins. 1 point is awarded 
if they draw and no points are given if they lose. 

Updated |)Iayer scores and league tables will be published 
every Tuesday in The Independent aud repeated tire fol- 
lowing Sunday in the Independent on Sunday. 


HOW TO SCORE 



Independent Fantasy Football 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST - 8 MARCH 


LEAGUE TABLE 


CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM B AUGUST - 8 MARCH 

PCS NAME TEAM POINTS 

Edmo United 951 

Early Birds 943 

No Wright 939 

Feeldng Victory 939 

Pin Ups 4 939 

Boothen End Old Boys 939 

SouthviUe FC 939 

Dcju Vu 934 

Simply The Best 933 

Nikiufl 9th 11 932 

The Untouchables 929 

Billy Boyis 2nd I i 929 

Unbeatable 927 

Wembley Bounders 924 

Tony's Boys 924 

Diana's Demons 924 

The Hoofers 915 

Billy Boyis 3rd 11 914 

The’ Hairv Monsters 913 

PDG2 ' 912 

Amerretto FC 910 

Mikes C Team 910 

Rohertfs Raiders 909 

Nursery Park Rovers 907 

The Zebra 907 
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Mr D Edmington 
MrJ Hayes 
Mr Archer 
Mr C King 
Mr P Tulicr 
Mr D Evans 
Mr J Cox 
Mr D Baker 
Mr B Sari 
Mr A Choudi 
Mr D Sari 
Mr D Aston 
Mr S Scott 
Mr I Boyle 
Mr A \Vingrovc 
MrT Lyons 
Mr l Brown 
Mr S Aston 
Mr G Bell 
Mr P Crniland 
Miss L Wild 
Mr M Ewins 
Mr M Pawley 
Mr A Mitchell 
Mr A Cummingham 
Mr M Ewins 
Mr M Ewins 
Mr A Mitchell 
Mr S Scott 

MrT Brazier 

Mr K. Boyle 
MrD Ackruyd 
Mr! McCrossam 
Mr M Ewins 
Mr G Smith 

No Name 
Mr D Thomas 
Mr Brady 
Mr J Cox 
MrlBikar 
Mr A Cottrell 
MrPTufler 


Pvc Started But W31 1 Finish 906 
Mikes A Team 906 

The Eye Fbr It 906 

The Dream Team 905 

Wow For Short 905 

Clqgston Rovers 903 

Jack Lads 903 

Washed Up Army 902 

Mikes B Team 900 

The Jolly Come Lately 900 

Leo Dis 989 

ScunLhrope Extras 9S7 

Look Lively 896 

Retro Rovers 896 

Mambo Mambo S91 

Bray DYnamo 891 

Pin Up 2 891 


(at imh* 


go alkee pers 

9ou— Seasm A 

M3 Lukk 

.VW U n wi iWW 

305 Banach 
30ft Oakes 

307 Vttusoo 

308 Lose 
3m Flowers 
330 FBao 

333 Branagan 

334 DeCJocy 

335 Grata, 

336 OgrifCMC 
. 337 Hcdtnan 

338 Nash 
3 .W Day 
340 ftaoro 

343 Hoall 

344 Soul lull 

345 Gemml 

346 Memn 
»? Becocy 
348 Kdkr 
344 Pooh.- 
350 James 

353 Winner 

354 Scht ncicbd 

355 VanDcrGouw 

356 Grvce 

357 Hnfop 

358 Picssna 
.W Taylor 
360 Beams 

363 WoBolt 

364 Banbcn 
.Vtf 

366 SaJhran 


DEFENDERS 

400 Dean 
403 Upton 
4W fcut 
4U5 Crimendi 

406 Wintertum 

407 Boukl 
■MB Mums 
A0R Rcown 
430 SuumiDQ 

433 Soodqpiic 

434 Etapi 

435 Sefaaa 

436 Wngfu 

437 Sciinwa 

438 Urawa 

439 JAoiet 
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447 riilrman 

■us Hendxy 
440 Kama 
450 Heodwz 

453 Vdoy 
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Lincoln trainers face 
up to bottom draw 


By John Cobb 

S'lhVE HUISON, one of the 
stars of The Full Monty , will es- 
chew the pleasures of the posi- 
Oscars parties of Los Angeles 
lo perform at another glittering 
occasion this week. It sounds as 
unlikely as the plot of the film, 
but the actor has been chosen 
to conduct the first public draw 
for stalls positions in Saturdays 
Lincoln Handicap. 

Huison will be at Doncast- 
er on Thursday to conduct the 
revolutionary draw which allows 
connections to choose a stall for 
their runner, in an order de- 
termined by ballot. The new sys- 
tera will test trainers’ ability to 
determine which stall affords 
the best chance of success and 
they will be invited to walk the 
course beforehand to assist in 
their decision. 

Two names that win not be 
emerging from the drum are the 


previous Lincoln winners Rov- 
ing Minstrel and High Premi- 
um. They were the most notable 
withdrawals at yesterday’s five- 
day acceptance stage for the 
race at which only 12 defected. 

The withdrawal of Tbmble- 
weed Ridge, third last year, 
means that the weights for the 
remaining 69 acceptors will rise 
by 51b, wjtb Nigrasne now set 
to top the handicap on 9st 101b 
■for the £50,000 contest. 

A safety limit of 24 for the 
one mQe race threatens the 
participation of Refuse To Lose, 
cut in price after his second in 
Saturdays Tbleiext Winter Der- 
by at LmgfiriH He needs 14 
horses to be withdrawn to' get 
a run and may have to settle for 
a place in Friday's Spring Mile 
Handicap, a consolation race for 
the first 24 eliminated from the 
Lincoln. 

While there is innovation 
about the first leg of the Spring 


Doable; the second half of the 
performance. Saturday week’s 
Grand National, could do with 
an equal injection of excitement. 
No horse has captured the in- 
terest of the betting public in the 
lead up to the race and the book- 
makers still bet 16*1 the field. 
Included on that price is 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Sahhar . 
(Uttoxeter 320) 

NB: Famey Glen 
- (Uttoxeter 2-50) 

Surry Bay, who is far from cer- 
tain to make the tine-up after 
sustaining cuts in the Gold Cu p 
last week 

Reports yesterday suggested 
that the nrvir«a»-^ vsf-raKq 'V frinng 

Hustler would also be an ab- 
sentee at Ain tree, and might be 
retired, but these were denied 
vigorously by Nigel 'Rviston- 
Davies, the gelding’s trainer. 


“It is all nonsense and it 
makesyou vay angiy,” Tfoiston- 

Davies sakL “They spoke to Pe- 
ter Scudamore and got totally 
the wrong end of the stick. 
He's not been retired but I don't 
want to rubbish it completely as 
there is a chance he might miss 
the National - but the vet 
hasn’t even seen him yet 
“He has just got an enlarged 
joint and we have got to scan 
him tomorrow to see whether 
he wiD be able to run." 

Young Hustler’s stable-com- 
panion Upgrade, winner of the 
Triumph Hurdle on Thursday, 
is a more certain runner at Ain- 
tree. “He suffered no ill effects 
from his ran at Cheltenham and 
we will definitely look at the 
Glenlivet Hurdle for Him ,” 
TWiston-Davies said “It should 
suit him quite well as it is a 
front-runners’ track.” 

The plans for another Fes- 
tival winner are more long term 



Twiston-Darvies: ‘Nonsense’ 

oath Ferdy Murphy yesterday 
raising the mouth-watering 
prospect of a confrontation be- 
tween his French HoOy and 
Istabraq - the two most im- 
pressive winners at the Festival. 

Murpby had suggested he 
would seek to avoid the Cham- 
pion Hurdler . but a change of 
bean has led the trainer to pen- 
al in a meeting in the AIG Eu- 
rope Champion Hurdle at 
Leopardslown next January. 

The pair, who have won 15 
of their combined 16 starts 
over hurdles, already dominate 
betting on next year's Champi- 
on Hurdle, They are 7-2 fav- 
ourite and 7-1 second choice 
with William H3L The trainer’s 
Paddy’s Return is to be sen! 
novice chasing next season. 


Record-chasing McCoy needs three wins 


Borgia attracts Dubai money 


TONY MCCOY heads to 
Chepstow today in search of an- 
other record in his historic sea- 
son. The champion jump jockey 
needs just three winners to 
reach 222 for the campaign 
and pass the mark reached by 
Peter Scudamore during the 
1998/89 campaign. 

McCoy took yesterday off 
after a week in which he 
equalled the record total of five 


Cheltenham winners set by 
Fred Winter in 195 9 and 
matched by Jamie Osborne in 
1992. On Sunday the Co Down- 
born rider received the accolade 
of Jockey of tbe Year at the 
Lesters ceremony in London. 

McCoy has already this sea- 
son raced to the fastest ever 50, 
100. 150 arid 200 winners in a 
season by a jump jockey. Today 
he rides three horses for Mar- 


tin Pipe - D’naan, Pomme Se- 
cret and Mite Equal - plus 
Lannkaxan for Tun Forster. 

# The Cunagh racecourse, 
which hosts the start of the 1998 
Irish Hat season on Sunday, has 
announced a new sponsor for 
the Irish 2,000 Guineas. Hi- 
bernia Foods pic has agreed a 
three-year contract for the 
sponsorship of the first of the 
Irish nagrirs- 


BORGIA, tbe German filly 
who was placed in both the Ptix 
de t’Arc de Triomphe and the 
Breeders' Cup Turf last sea- 
son, was backed yesterday to im- 
prove on that record by winning 
the world’s richest race, the 
Dubai World Cup on Saturday. 

The Bruno Schulz-trained 
four-year-old was cut to 9-1, 
from 12-1 by Ladbrokes, who 
have tbe Kentucky Derby win- 


1 Uttoxeter 1 


HYPERION 

220 Sega la 

3S0 Buttons Bay (nb) 

2.50 Big Ben Dun 

420 Pangeran 

3^0 Sahhar 

4.50 Sun Alert 


GOtNG: Good (Good Id Am n places). 

• Left-hand course. Roto of 170yd. 

• C«*se is south ansi of tom near 65017 Uttoxeter rafl station (Dertoy-Crawa Ins) art- 
joinscoiraB. ADMISSION: CU> £15 <OAPa£S):lrtterBals £10 (OAfto £7); Centre rt 
course CAR PARK: Free. 

• LEADING TRADERS; K Bafloy 23 vaamare tom IB rimso (185X1 0 Jtetiotaon 22- 
n (21*1 P Hot** 17-92 ABM). 8 HrooMwv *48 (227*1 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: N Wfflferaaon 23 wrs from 137 rife {«WJl W Maratoo 0-129 
(KU%). M A Rtzganld 11-81 {O0%1 R Suppia B-SB (Srt*X 

• FAVDURTTB: 257 wtaa ton 683 reon (37©*). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME KMhfaouOi (22* Chopin pZ} KnM frfecred.azi). 


FORM GUIDE 

Wtanor of a ft-nmor darner at Leicester pm) «i October, Staring Any made • Ur 
atart ewer hudes, tattoo flfed to oddaon Court "ta* at Cttterick. Net wxpr teintf y, 
Btowtag Away finished down the field behind Bokkoi next time out at Latoosttr but ate 
Bftxtf figge p rcmhan M y faflto sate along wflfr FUD IbHBYlAPXMhoalayd on a? 
take second behind Mate's Princess to e rtnfiar race rt Cettarich. Fhrtterby Lady can 
imprewe on itat fiml run over hudes and (right be the one to take adnreago It Bkw- 
tag May is suspect tram a stamen pcM-aftoen There* a sellar Id be won with After 
Haem, iunne«pto Start 1 VMoy hare a vatic baton Christmas, and with Venice Beach, 
who makes a quick reap p ear an ce attar tattog ttwd of IB brttod Thp Shoes at Here- 
faid on Srtuidqi Sahhar oomee fcft> the rectaontag on No loulti to Brambte My It a 
cfetatertlafamferta Jammy feat yaar.th>«nan bang thrtteha»ft read in tw mam- 
tfcna SotocUoat FU/TTERBY LADY 
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2.20 


GEO. HODGES & SON LTD. CONDITIONAL NOVICE 


1 HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 

49FB SaSAtApl)(D}(FSlMUnB&M'6nRSataN«IJOTfefl7n f> AMoQrth 

-33366 N0WHa«*MAESH10 W{ASh»nwgittJ*flo«l«44J4_ 

5MDF SMWTL0RD{WJ)(TtoEto^igrtcnaPsrtaii*^MBBo«fey71l 3 JtUpnw 

. 8W0 KHAUlHOOMCUqtSkJrfn Bata BQtoJ Bartow BU It 3 BHonfcqB 

-4PC0 CATTflPO (SB) (D) (EBrajack) Q UcOutSIB 12 CCamabyP) 

00F42 NGNBnpSBqY0JAUt>opH] MUaadvStiV 
. - lUNMI 


CARROLLS ROCK (36) pA* M Gtarte) K Art* TUB 
35006 MAETBBJttCK (133) (Grafsci Tharm) 6 Thanerfi ID 7 
OOVB REQALRAMBLER(CAN){Z5}f > LLaW^L8anMt7D7, 

000 SQUARE DEAL (FH) (13) (Btyptatafa Ranegan) SBowing7 D7 

600 CHARUECHANe{»)^PS»OBtUUi«51)0_^ 

-lldKtaad- 
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BETTUtQ: 7-2 Nmhridge Bon A-1 Noitbwn UWMtro, 5-1 9*gU, US AagM UbUii; 6-1 Kha- 
H Mm—, 10-1 Cam* Rock, Smart Lord, ii-l Catanpo.14-1 Chart* Cbaafti 30-1 rtn 
«07>KUumw CMto 5 10 5 F \B*tj 2D-1 (J Ficflonkl) K mi 
FORM GUIDE 

Newbridge Boy kept i* too strong a galop fer al barSwmWo F^arM Se^rtaldtaM 
Tuesday and iharab no obwouo maoon why ha ahouttn 91 Ml acpn ncwvwna* coma 
ML NawbrMga Boy aho fWdied M lengths cfaar t* NORDSIN IttBIRO in Ite 
Doncaster race won by G**8e OMigtaam but that mb oi 00 ft jpotaxtAbw MM 
back or a sound artaca Northam Maestro (right be able to pn£ice1t»ewrt c * iw 
itirt won Wm a aWw «ca rt SadgoBald on 6 Man^ SagMafrt atttwtttASMria 

bouicod baCkurifli a comfortable wh rt Mtosrtbugh, however, and, to the friary fie»- 
aieyhon^rrtght be batter off back on decent gound_ afar jhAip ffoapal Song too 
strong in the mud rt Aye Bogrt Rambter won crity a selm et Barpcr n AujJrt but a n 
sawan^art-oM who iMart had najcbtacmg.Kha MdiMan Brtai^irtlhouta recant o ufr 

inabuthaloctodaittKiughhevwrtdhgrtwonftrtttne iyrtBar CTWaKaonbiit 

tor fafcig two out Adhattody. thrt m a weak rac* M KhafWwr* lowft of »ba- 

I^CurtnQrtrtrtShariortcmWBflnrt rwl^ ^ai^^^^^anadCT 

handtoap and iha bfetara ho wore when succassM on ttw Hrt »a Wadiorinfl ^rwomo 
hundcap when he IWshed second to Bondtte on g^^Son: 

KING STURGE HANOfCAP CHASE (CLASS El £4,000 
added 3m 2f 

JUboHrtm 


STREBEL BOILERS & RADIATORS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS B) £7^00 added 3m 110 yds 

-33FUU HAICHAMBCnrp7) (qp Mayan aw*i)DMctBtai SCO RThanlon 

wsn BUXB® BAY (15) (D) (J Ukr^ B UanBlyn 9 H 71 _B Factor 

UQ06 aaTRTOOpi) ya^(S i Cl i Manl rtltteMCotUB JPbTimi 7— ^-WMaolcn 

023-11 BOLD CLASSIC (73) Ltomeo R Adams) J Adam 5 h 6 SIWyCT 

me BAXLEY WOOD pq (Ms DA La Irtia^nBuddmi'l SPowrt 

4R2S5 ROYAL PfPST JKZ) (Ifl) fC)(D) (AM DaA^cnJAJ When 11 D8 BQttM 

(Da«WManPwinBrahrt MsaLStttfl6D2 BHartng 

. — GThrmny 


80600 MROHSTE 
638346 mJSSIApS) 


FVuealH FUrtwnhp) W Chy 700 
-■dadnad- 

AMnWHMtoao HMt Boa Iwxkap aa^c AaartaM Ub 

BETTIIG: 3-1 Bold Oaaafc,KXMOHnday1*iod. 4-1 BrtanaBaKlie Solti Tbo, 7-1 IBChiMa, 
8-1 Pmaaia, IB-1 HMctaai Boy; 20-1 Royal Bpo; 16-1 20-1 
mMfe%o9«BRFiinHiO-l1<B({lfesJPtaan)4ian . 

FORM QUIDE 

BodHi Too won the conaapondtog race Mat yea; but ho had orty thraa opponent one 
of than) a long way out of Aw handtoap. Ho non M it easy to make al «■ ttna maid 
and ended up about « Mngtha behbid FlAXLEY WOOD h tie Nawbiay race »mn by 
Eau De Coipipie.Thrt nai rtiows thrt Fhudoy Wood stays ttm trip and he had two t»- 
cant wimora. a*on Cnnadar and Erriert WMam, behind him wtwn rumoMp to The 
18 dnysagaTTwtwosnia bad an wnti The Piom» 
SmbMi Th* Proms' two taarta wtna Mowed a poor 
HatEham Bo* who haa had trouble gatlkig round 
hi handtoap chaass alnoa ha IMMiad a langbi and a had aBcond undw 12 atone to flw 
usaU Ocmaine Da fton rt Strrtfent pm 41) on Ha reappearance. Sdtthe Boa of Bald 
Ctoeotc and Buflana Bay look more Bealjr to mate a noa of it adthHmday Wood Bold 
Ctasato has yot to race oner more than two mBe* sbrlurionga but hak a ltfittY«ad 
and httpRMng novfca who won >wl war flwt bto at Sandown tart Wna and who abvad 
wel on the Ftot Baaktaa Smith "fea Ftardey Wood can male the nuntng, so themb aya^r 
chance of a flue pace and tfwl could artt Sufens Bay; who rtgya tefliac Mr Chriatla 
haanncorrt 8 stingiacesonlMtarttwovtaltatoHuntingdori. 1 natingl 8 rtbutanab»- 
MndTTtty tag W ortwad^UwIng beaten ftrthoraan c^a oartot Mr Chriatta a good 
enouch to mafca Mb pnaance tad but It might depend upon whether Mb In the mooa, 

Satocttpn: FLAXLEY WOOO 


420 


2.50 

LP4HP DAHKOAKpqCTfMsMEOrtBljgyfcgliq 
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MOBILEFONE GROUP NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £ 4,000 added 2 m 4 f 

SflORt AS!RALt»tAS»NpS)(Q(Ed1tolnmRhWto6DBMT¥M7111LGBrrl^ 

OOP-21 THEtEXTWUTZpIS) (D) pea Mriaei Itaycrt L Lingo 7 11 7 JtSuppta 

CBrtS PtotQSIAN (USA) (IK) (VfesSaly RH bww) H n 5 

•B3FP6 Dffl.QUAQ , pi)(MaJRBudrty)lteJBuOrty7DB..^ — 

■044PS EDOT0NE (85) (Ms 14 E Oita) J Ort* 6 O U_, 

11-FH6 THECOa(BllDOtBq(QLPorta4RMw7t>7 

•82E6U DRAGONS BAY p4(PCW0wh) UtaMnawkyBDB- 
WIF IwnSAMOWWflWdar^fbchgBtiwuajEArt 
OOaVF BAROABH(B)(MFBawelau[/l)1AbsASfc*Bl'ntJ4. 
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1 LPflia* uiwn unn uaMWj?i;r c . y!?",r 27 7 ~ n ; 

2 MM3 EM BEN DUh{53) (0) ELAmM C11 13 

3 MffP L0rnBWTWCET(l5(AtrtftrkmTQ^8nn 

4 -35442 BWWCT<naip2)(M8AM ^J^07 ta»11WQ 

Bcnwc: iw Fancy Otan. W Bto Ban Dta. 

W7: Sheeto Lrt 9 tt 7 T Rsod 6-1 pira TMJwaSgrl 8 ran 

Whan DARK OAKi m. 

a slnlar story this time round. 

ENGINEERING NOVICE SELLING 
* 2m 

RtaBLaaay 

.MrUFfeOwakt(7)V 


4400 

00-400 


1 

im nu sort ff W I A BatyS V . -r s r : 


0SQOJ GREY DANCER W (Ms Linda Hrx*n»riY MsHVtaton D®0 
-tOdactarad- 
mmtn we#* 104 Urn bvOc*> M&t Grw Danear tot flfe 
BETTMQ: 2-1 The Nirt Walz, M EdMana, TKT Tlw Codwtoo, IM Dragon* Bay, M Pwq*- 
an.9-1 Aabaf bwaaton, 12-1 Daaf Qmr 25-1 olliaat 
B87; QrtB A Itan 9 It « C Itauda to-1 (S Btodolwrt e ran 
FORM GUIDE 

THE NEXTWAUZta» been ottstnoe ha beat Fdrtria Rota Dwwi at Bangor h November 
but Mb second to Holders hM rt Horttam shows ha can rui wal wifliout a recant race 
Havtag had iust three starts owr fences. The Next IMrtz has room tor imprewamart rt 
thta game So does wirrtig potoMPpoimr The Cockartoo. Hrt been wel barton over 
fences so tar but that ootid change now hrt to a handtoap tor the first tana. Anothar 
thrt (right be batter oft nwrheb in a handtoap is Eds*Dna,whceett*d behind Shanaogh 
d 9edjaaMd waanrtabad naias ha bed Utoctwnca of barttng those two rt tartl weights. 
Panganm rtridad Caught ft Lart aid 8uaa Leal on Ms chaalng debut a SedgettaW h 
Sapsambar but has a tang tay^rff to onsrcoma. Astral tovwsfon's fianping has tat han 
down on his lart two starts and ha goes wtttwutlfte bMcare he wore *men ha made ai 
rt Hanatord and Lrteasler In Decambac nal ec C on : THE NEXTY&UZ 

5Q WU2AZNE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,750 added 

0 QeWJER BtOARD pi) (Jamas fl Adanrt -I Adwn 6 11 2 — 

M0 COMMANCJC C1P (H9 P T SR G Baaton) A^mesSTI 2.. 

OD MOWED GBfT (54) (ErcSBtosJ U V**wcn511 2 

B2203 FONUf«fDLimrtRH0irataadBl12 

NCAKI0N (T7) (J JAtan) J Afen7D 2_ 


.G’Rxmey 


DRVPD 


MP ROWflESWSJOitG pO^(TLartDr4TL*dcr6H2- 


DF3 

. ' . .rTTl'^Llr. Btt-rh 7-1 1 


— Gwylycn 
.XAbpumn 

. . -QFRywffl 

OP BAfln»ICffC(12B)^l3HJCtote)SBro6ffltw6t)'n SWyma 

B5P CRMCSTOR>Blp3)LbfnFbHcnardSm)MssSVMai5DTl — DVieareyp) 

(BM0 M0UJE8Umsn9(JKSCtonwBBJKOKMalB«1i RHasaay (3) 

0- TEAL BXY (37a (P A Jcrws}SBnxMw»6 HU CMnata 

43 SUNA1STT (USA) pi) (KSLsa)MA$t»41)2. R Thornton 

-11 ' 


SHcM 

RThonfe* 

.Mctariftimtop} 

“Moanayp) 
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3 
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s 

B 
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9 

V 

11 

BET1TNG: M Sn Men. IM V Only, IM HgMMd <M. 14-1 BBton CNo, 16-1 Ctitfrter Bt- 
yerd, Dal Bat, 20-1 Conmndta Cap, 2M Mode aweo, SM Crime Stopper FVmnteaWeddtag 

ttfc DttATl 6 H 2 J CtfXy M («» » KrW* 12 im ■ 

FORM GUIDE 

Wtih moat of it» ottwis stther modans or abort of npertance thta cortd end up a sbrtght 
fldht between MOnly and 8UMALEflXtf Only IMthed a Iwo4en0h88corid to Foibtd- 
dan IMBars over tMa nip at Southwel tasf April and was second to odds-on Pwtah in 
8 twMrttar flwra In Juna Subeaquent afforts a^gert tort If Only tads the stamina fcr 
torgerjoaneya rtflxxflh he wus watted to naed the run (frei r ai#t months) whan 
tttotoBMRferrt Sirtand tart wek Swi Atari waanT beaten tar whan tarti to Dcyema 
a Doncasw and die must be dfflcrtt n beet at this company attar a sound ihW be- 
hind Good Lord Muphy « Sendown. Saiacttac SU4 ALERT 


Racing Results 


NEWCASTLE 
daroa 6-U 3. Wona-* 


INDEPENDENT 

raong SERVICES 

ftftQI 9fi1 + 


CHEPSTOW 


UTTOXETER 
FONTW RL 
-aClcoukbj^^ 

0891 261 9m 



[RESJU&I 

971 

981 

972 

982 

973 

983 


7-4 tov PMJbte Beart ^ ft w (M Coda 

Forecasc mtt Computor SnQt Fuscasc 

1 . WATER FOOT ffl'MBMN 
_ n-irtir- 2 . Ruber 20-1: 1 Bank On In- 

1 ^ SO-l 1Z ran. 7, 8. frJ J OTtoft Fa«W4 

-hk £240: £tta EBAft P - pDre " 

2SSS^:£ffl4aTric«E8efi7ft 

Tl *A»LH0W«MAN (MrKAnderacn)5- 
4 ; 2 . SnaW Bay 8-1? ftw; 3- Hyperi on Son 
50-1 4 ran. ide, (to t (K Anderaog Lodaf’ 
Saj. it*K. EZjQ DF: Eltt CSF: 1242. Non 

^T ^Su*™* !** 

art m ShertH Hrttor* ^ 

Sa EaTO OF: £a<Ma CSF> £2isa THK 

£ ^fS B: 1 . JUKE BOX BllUF|4TtoT«fl 

■Bod12-t3iW L ft dBwga - (M " J P l !SS 
MrtnnV fbtae £32ft &* 1 Foracart: EUQ 
CSRE2.12. 


1. COOLE ABBEY (Mr L Tbnple) 
4-6 fev; 2. Abbey lad 14-1 : 3l Harden Gton 
9-1 10 ran. ft ft {M« Oare Moon Morpeth) 
UK EUft E15Q £2fift E12Q DE: £J3Q CSft 
£888. THe £135Q 

SJlK 1- DOUBLE CHfMEBS'taytai) 20- 
1; 2. WTw Dares Wins 9-2 g far; 3. Bod- 
North M Jt tan 21 ran. ’A. I (M Docte. 
Daitngtont'ibto; £4480: £Ban£uxL £248 
Dial FrtWuG £9400. CSF: £0484. Trio: 
E39118 ton ftrtW St O Magic. 

Jackpot £17770. 

PtacepOt £3068 Quadpct EBSO. 

Waea ft £4488 Plaoa ft £1541 

SOUTHWELL 

Z1Ss1.UICKYBEQ(mA(CCBnnri9- 
2; 2. Dancing Dasdny 7-1 ; 3. The Bwn>- 
tav BaHa 4-1 10 ran. 7-2 taw Patina (flth). 
rtc 1 (ACfef«nWE»i*tf8i>Tbiae£M0traa 
£2Xt£2Da Dual Raaca* £0001 CctrprtBr 

Sart^ftmce rt :£3S71Til(wrt:£ga34Tte 

£2720. 

2.46: 1. ALAMBN (AJnOnMg tl-Z, 
2. Leigh Crofiar HM; 3. lOngditp Boy 6- 
8toK B»rti.l¥h 1 ’A- P Mencfc.T»**)^ Was 


6480; £Mft £DU £1» Ort Rncrt SS88a 
■Computer Straight Forecast £7848 
3.1& 1. UTT1E BRAVE (J tt-1 ; Z 

Ego Ntgpt S6fav, 3. LKtyRachrt 11*4.9 
ran. Eusbwa Nawm eriet). "fee*: 

£B * £22ft £118 £128 DF; £928 CSF: 
£1838 Ufa: £388 

3jaft1.CASHHERELADYfOFBars)B- 
1 ; 2. Raod tXMO; 3 . Graanapan 3-1 0 tan. 
94 te Sweetness Heraad (Oh) 1 2'A. (J L 
Eyw, -mW8 "Wto £7S»: £248 £22a DF: 
£098 CSF; £2158. 

OKI. DANCE TIMES ^McCarthy) 7- 
2: 2. Junior Muflbi 9-4 tav. 3. MysUcal 
Rortga 7*1 9 ran. Y*. 2 (K nny: FtadetQ. 
-Mas 030; £128 £188 £188 DF: £828 CSF: 
£nsi THo: £C88 

48ft 1.MARS4GO (ACferk) «-i;Z B- 
ton L«toar8-1 ; 3. Unahakrti tXWQ 8 ran. 
94 fw Knocy W (4th). ahorthead. ha. (J 
Ahetusl Upper Lantooum). IWr C13SD; 
mag £148 om Dual Forecast £4890. 
Conpulv StiaigM Forecast £94S7,Triesst 
□8082. 

Ptaeapob £3a20 Ouadpoc £1188 
Ptnca ft £4722. Pteeaft £2282. 


ner Stiver Charm as their 5-4 
favourite. Clive Brittain's Luso 
is a 25-1 chance, with Godol- 
phln’s Swain on 10-1. 

Whiter Swinbum. who re- 
turned to race-riding in Britain 
at Ungfield on Saturday, will be 
without a mount in the Dubai 
race as Oscar Schindler is in- 
jured. Swinbum w31 instead 
partner Consort for Amanda 
Perrett’s stable in the Lincoln. 


1 Racing’s futures market J| 






Lincoln Handicap (Im) 
Heaa ffcarari CrtN — — w — 

Udbrekaa 

tort 

(Sgrt (J Dirtfa 9B»1 

HM 

91 

IM 

91 

Safer Start part tot <*> 

.M 

91 

191 

91_ 

Grf Stead £AMn 941 2b] 

14*1 

B-1 

14*1 

fi-1 

91 

Ifacfc Fatoon (La*r Ham*A M Ai 
CeaaM (Ms A tertt 8e BN 

14-1 
16-1 ■ 

191 

tt-1 

191 

Uante (Us J Cart fist 7tt 

16-1 

191 

191 - 

191 

Haona to Msagvy {6 Akut Bfe tbt 

16-1 

&1 

14*1 

191 

HreferaOfBraa U Stoat SrtfiW 

2D-1 

an 

291 

«-1 

AM 

RabMto Lon (J Erewa tot Ofe) 
AfenMn p NcMh 7M Qbt 

26-1 

M-1 

291 

291 

HtolEEktt»M5U 

25-1 

291 

291 

291 

MMkUda(PCEtota5fel 

ZV1 

291 

291 

291 


25-1 

291 

291 

291 

Yfeng Pirrtart p Hbta fel 2W 

frl 

291 

291 

291 

DiaaM (Danya tart ex uy 

33-1 

391 ■ 

391 

391 

JartaritDMrtlrtA.7SnM 

33-1 

391 

391 

391 

KafeSaartaaCftirtt BB7U 

251 

391 

291 

2H 

KtogOntaw (i tartHi 8R2to) 

2S1 

391 

391 

S9j 

VMMd(j ftadan Trtflb) 

20-1 

391 

291 

391 

am to tHIWEtoMtli.BMafl 

311 

491 

391 

391 

Creiy CUrt (PCda flat lb] 

25-T 

391 

391 

491 


3M 

39*. 

391 

491 

lfe|)fer(UteRreaRt8a3bt 

33-1 

391 

391 

491 

Strap Rrtua (P Mfcn 6a 4b; 

251 

391 

391 

491 

Etobrav • m ookfe filaoK 1. 2. a 4 (Donrarec Srantot 


| UnmMB 1*0X73 10b 




Grand National Handicap Chase (4m 4f) 


HnalYm) 

Oort WMta 

bHM 

Ladbrahra 

WO 

Hka'Ot Pofea (0 9D*rM0d. tot 7b 

16-1 

M-1 

191 

191 

Rougb (tart ft Casey tlato] 

14-1 

M-1 

M-1 

191 

Suaj ter(C Books 1* Ob: 

«-1 

M-1 

M-1 

191 

tartM(PFkx*x.9a>4b) 

20-1 

291 

S-1 

291 

CMfertto Do tec (U np*. Hat 3b) 

25-1 

91 

291 

291 

CM Da Brian (F Dourran ft tort** 

25-1 

291 

291 

291 

Earn Saaaaft (N TMaarvCare*. fas 5b! 

2D-1 

291 

291 

291 

Mrtrtta (Ma j Pwrav tw 3bi 

26-1 

291 

* 291 

291 

NaHban Lad [Ms J Ptman. tta 3b) 

29-1 

291 

291 

291 

Seoor B BatrtU (Ms 5 Nock, flat 5b) 

25-1 

291 

291 

291 

SaanntaMra Wtem 9a Ob) 

25-1 

291 

*1 

291 

HaaFnrAftei (EOQfadyHWtbl 

20-1 

291 

291 

fi-1 

IBjIda Md* (AL T ktoore It trt Ob) 

161 

291 

e-i 

291 

Ybma Huttar <N Taeavtaos. es sbl 

25-1 

291 

291 

91 

Adtogtan Boy (G taunfe. ns Sbi 

3-1 

291 

391 

291 

Aare Anaan (Mss J Carotin tot 3b] 

25-1 

391 

391 

291 

Coot MatadY <P Nctab. » YU 

25-1 

391 

291 

291 

McSragerlte 1W (G Rctorrt as lib) 

Z-1 

491 

491 

491 

lMttmyaqumarfao&bl*xas.\Z3.*(toneeiSa£r&t*to&ltoiiuriiraiftKU J 


Chepstow 


Unman wegfr Utt True tmbxp angra: Caaabfc Soy 9a 136 
BETTl»KJ:MI7n*Ba.MScB Of Araban, 3-1 Spring Gre*». 5-1 Daynit- 
k. 12-1 CaaMo^ Boy; Anglo's Doubt*. 16-1 Raqb. 


HYPERION 

ZOO New Rising Z30 Quaff 3.00 Son Of An- 
shan 3^0 Menesonic 4JH) Dahlyah 4^30 Dou- 
ble Si Be 5.00 Medium Wave 


GOING: Good. 

• Left-hand. inUrting couaa with sttttfanoeo. 

• Course ta on A48S Station (Canftf - Gloucester bis) fln. AD- 
MBSOK CUi £K; TUtareala £18 {OAFS mt CAR FWliC: Rea 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 44-200 ( 22 %L P Hobbs 23-88 
rmit). n TfetaMn naiina a-wtanttp rirtm** ti m r* mri 

• LEADMG JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 32-ttt (264%). R Dtmwoody 
26-129 002*1 C Uawalyn «8B (B3*4 R Johnaon 13<4 PQ31^ 

• FAVOURITES: 182296 (409%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TM£ Cabafbe (200) 


ro on! OSTLER HANDtCAPCHASE (CLASS D) 
l°- ou l £5.000 added 3m 

1 P2S72 DO RIGHTLY (13) M Bradstocfc BCD. PHotoy 

2 Q«1U5 CtAREMANpQ(D)N'hrtDnDaABf)117.JG6IMaln(7) 

3 U-5FF IIAPLE QANC81 (33) (D) D VAbniB Q 11 4 — G Shankin (7) 

4 1P653 M»ES0MC(H)(D)RMner8114 AThOrtKon 

5 mfFF MBBJNS LAD (t3)(D)T Fooler 911 3 JtWbmaon 

6 21-04F THEWME CAFTAN peg OawwrotJhOO._-GUrton 

7 -3341P HLLTRK(lfl PH®) KBahopE D8 LHwvey 

B P8224 FLAPJACK LAO (41) (C) N TwstovOweiB t)3-.C Ltwetjn 
9 M30 MBTEH BLAKE (3B) (D) (BF) R lee 8 D Q RJohnani 

-Bdactared- 

MntauB aagflc iflrt Tiua fandop wugtt Mrtar BWa tot I2*i 
BEnwft 3-1 Hanaandc, 4-1 MwtarBtaha, ftl Do RtoMs ftl 
lad, 7-1 Ctare Hn. ftl MaAib lad. IM Tb* Hbw Captaiiu 12 nawm 


2.00 


BEAGLES NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3,000 added 2m 110yds 


1 -54R1R CABALUJS (64) (Q Pt) M» J Pbren5 11 B-wJ> Laaby B 

2 AWAFQi (F4Q SMtorSH 2 CWabbp) 

3_, 02 LAIMKARAND2)(BF)TFataBr5112 A P McCoy 

4 ’ BP42P- LOOK CM TK£ IKtBOR (S£C) (BF) N TnwSovCbyfea 7 fl 2 . — 

- L9Mbara(7) 

5 F 4 «W«SWC(n)jarbd 8 f 7 2 LAaprt (9 

SHARAZAN(F220)OOTMS1I2 V 

2SAD 3nBirACnONflSA}(11)N8nCi6l1i 
BBPOU 8NOWBW (13) R L*fl B H 2_ 

2CU« SUPRBfEQ£N0TMf5)(D) J0U9112. 

3 TAPPETO (19) P RYAbbar 6 TI 2. 

PFD3 ALFWS HONOR (FR) (It? MsL'fcyfcrBTJfl — R Balmy 

0 IBOHTY PHANTOM (53) RPt*» SDH JtDunaoody 

BEWB)(W7aM»JCed4®B A Thornton 

OB BRAVE ENVOY (19) MFbaknai 4 flIB DGMtagbar 

900 TWE PROJECT 0 2 ) Cflft»a«l4D3 SOnaa 

04 VBtETUN8CEHED0)MI^)a4t)3 MrSDwadkp) 

-lldactared- 

BErratG: 3-1 Lanrirana, 7-2 Ihppato, 4-1 Haw Rtafaft 6-1 Supnow 
GaaoBn, 7-1 Bariar; 6-1 Sharezaa, Wnrtba Scaaa, 16-1 rtbaia 


4.00 


COURT SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) 
£ 2,000 added 2 m 110 yds 

1 -61422 POHMESBCRETm(D)mMlfaB5DE.JtPlleCorB 

2 IOC- CaaT1ALRRE{575)CD)OONB86n7 VStaBan 

3 0000 BUY MY PET (41) HVW* 5 71 2 BcpMlMUtalCQ 

4 P/BF DAHTfAH(USA) pfi) D W6ams7T1 2 Ik S Dm* (5) 

5 ZBK> MOOMJairBOVlUE(27}nRHbi|^7fl2.TIbaHRfeB 

6 StNBSE SPECIAL (MJPFWkni 5112 SBwrousAi 

7 F60 A BU OF FLUFF (B)RJ Pita 6 DU ATtontai 

8 0 HLWEVLAD (56) JNov*)4 D 8 RJohnaon 

-Bdactared- 

BETT114G:S4 Parana Sacnt.1 1-4 DAIyali, 4-1 Calaattal Hre, 7-1 San* 
ifea SpactaL 10-1 Uooolgtt BopMta, IM A Bl 01 Rirt, 20-1 rthwa 


[a oa [ EARTKSTOPPERS HUNTER CHASE 
(CLASS H) £ 2,000 added 3m 


9 ori { ANVIL NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m 3f 11 0yds 
0f2M QUA fffm -I GBoalB 11 D LAapalp) 


P)V 
CUawaByn 


2ZJ3L6 WE«ORD(1l8DWlBra61lB- 

5LF306 FRYS NO FOOL (31) J CUB 11 4 

U66F4 S8PB1 RTTCHAKT ( 6 ) BP*^ T1TI3 

-POOUJ ROYAL POT BLACK (21) PHotta7DB — JbRWUgar(7) 

-63300 ROSS DANCBI(E)JSU|»»6 1)7 JMagMfR 

P-lPUF ttYSnc COURT (77) A Tcreal 7 B 8 LHnmy 


OPC 6 0RBnM.B0Y(35)RlM61)0. RJobaaon 

F63BF 0UT0FHEBUE(19)UBrtay61>0 RBMfaay 

D 5480GB KHAZAHI (USA) (19) (D) R EWhertti ODO SCunaa 

-ior ■ 


3.00 


ut+njmw&gtt IOsl True hsncftrti Orient Bo/ Bst 13b, Out 01 
Ttm BSua & Ktwnei tot J 32 i. 

BETTW& 6-2 OoaWorl, 3-1 QnUL 4-1 ftyi No Foot 5-1 Super FBtehwL 
6-1 Ortaabi BO)4 10-1 Roaa Danca^ 12-1 Mytaic Court, 14-1 orttara ‘ 

FARRIER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
C) £5^00 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 1FT1-3 SON WANSHAN(14)MbM J0nes5Tl 13 JtJataWOn 

2 «RD4 ANGaXTSDOUaEfTT) p)RBnJdar DT17J*3Dureek (5) 

3 4304U4 DEYWAH(4T1(D) DGaretoflGBlI 5 RftBMnody 

4 5I20- RADB(4B3PRWana7D7 AThnrrtao 

5 532361 [TKAAM ip) M Fps 5 O 5 6«J. . — APMaCDyB 

6 3V2U SPmQ GRASS (W) B Rjel O 02 TDaaccmba 

7 12 F 2 DP CASSK7SBOV(25)(CO)GM£B>t71IO. — DGrta#wr 

-7 1 


1 512-21 DOUBLEStLK (T7) (CD) RVMowU 12 7 ..Mr E WMbaw (7) 

2 MUC H0LLAM)H0USE(ia) (CD) POartogsl2C7 

MrCV!gore(5} 

3 1P6-T2 GOOD FOR A LAUGH (PT7) (D) J "*ung H 123 JtoJTtaung 

4 36953 ARCHB) (19) (D) R Lwta D C 0 Mr A Pries (7) 

5 1F-10 PRECARtUM (14 (P) Ms N Ssppara 920 

Mr JM Pilchard (7) 

6 22033 SBSAT(T7)(D) J TucK « 120. MatTBtazayfO 

"*6 cto^vsd - 

BETIMS: 54 Doubto SO, 114 Holacd HMM, 12-1 Precaitam, 14-1 
Bond For A Laugh, 18-1 Ajtbac 20-1 SMsrt 

WHIPPERS IN OPEN NH FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1£00 added 2m 110yds 

120 MIEBDUAL(B7)(D) MPpeSI1 11 -APMeCoy 

AStftEVMUCXNTacon4fevtasSll4 8tycafl(7) 

BREITHOIW PIPS OGrafafa 5 11 4 . . So|Ma Mtabel (S) 

48 CALDAMUS(1iqMaUJbnas6114 .CUmBhi 

COOLWAOER RftcMwSil 4 NWUhmm 

2D JAB8U (32) PHBbbs5 u 4 RDmanody 

U EDUM WAVE C tacks S 114 DGaSartW 

3 OFF5HOTE(17) J&lfadSTT 4 LAape9(3) 

1- ONLY FOR ft (331) N Own 5 h 4 Mr S Dura* (5) 

RABLOS XT P Ferre* 5 Tl 4 — L“ 


42R-2 RWS OHO (24) J Tcr> 611 4 _.RBaBamy 

STATION UASTBT C Danes 6 11 4 — JLaodi 

Ttf£B00D10a<OTDNcn*ni6114 RJoimoa 

1 NORTH TYNE (24) (□) R Akier 4 Tl 3 _ A Thorton 

J92TAR EQUttJBRA R J Pnce 6 D 13 TDrecombe 

EDVtARDS NEIGHBOUR NBstbaQei 06 ..AlKalgMsy (7) 
-IBdKtared- 

BETTMQ: 3-1 North TpM. 7-2 Mta EqaaL 4-1 Tha Good KrigM, 5-1 Rtob 
Ktaftjablm. 6-1 Oftabore, 8-1 MaCBooi warn. 9-1 Jablni, 12-1 otbare 


Fontwell 


HYPERION 

2.10 Cipriani Queen 2.40 SISSINGHURST 
FLYER (nap) 3.10 Gig! Beach 3^40 Neat Feat 

4.10 Quiet Confidence 4 ^U) Norman la 


-5dadarad- 

BETTWGr 7-4 QpIBkacft 94 CmsTha Rubicon 3-1 Mao of The ItaKiV 
16-1 Bantaibta. 12-1 Swaama Deafer 


3.40 


GOMG:Good (Good to Firm h placed 

• Left-hand hurda coursai figure-ol-elgft chase course. 
aCousa is S of viaga at Auction o(A29 and A27.B am hamre6- 
way station (Brighton - Portsmouth Dne) fen. ADMISSION: Cato 
tt&trttarsaas fa (acconparted unaw-fastree): Sfcar Rkn ES. 
CAR PARK: Ptanta area £4 pfas,£5 far each ocapanc rea raa 

• LEADMG TRAINERS: J GHIarri - 94-131 (63%), M Pipe ®- 
77 (247%). R Buddar 0-71 £2S4%1 P MohoBs 16-41 (39%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Fflde 21- TTI &08%). B PowaB T7-128 
(03%), 0 GaSaghor T2‘83 (H5%1 N WUamson KF56 (179%). 

• FAVOURITES: 23M2B 1*39%). 

BtWKBYBD FIRST TO® Royal VWor (34Q. 


2.10 


OSBORNE RNU HANDICAP HURDLE 

(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 2t 110yds 

-FP 21 B ANNA SUB. (42)0 Sherwood MBetarta 

«BF6 8OURES0eCA90N(P1S)RCtffa6118.-.TJMiipbyB 

-22213 CARACOL(27)(CD| JMsdeStlS RFartfl 

226430 HUVBCANEJANE(2n UJRMrtsBil 1 — J>Hartay(3) 

223055 BADB&RmCN(H)8aBniaftae71l 1 DJUuftat 

2T330 BtEISCHHOWBARDfttjWDOSKbfaSDO 

G Bndfey B 

AMD C8WAIiaUBI(T8)JG«Brta*1i PHda 

32-5P3 NCHTtNAIMilONpe) SYfc0CfriWi7t)6 llARzBwfed 

BHDU AMUWn0HC0)JMBtr6«2 II &*hrtor{7) 

-Sdacfered- 


FAUCETS ’NH’ NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 2f 1 1 0yds 
2KB «ArFE*T(Sa(BF)DBBW«fi7117 — ....PHartayP) 
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Cayard 
steals 
ahead of 
Smith 


Sailing 


By Stuart Alexander 

PAUL CAYARD threatened 
to score a remarkable fourth leg 
win out of six when he put EF 
Language mio the lead in ibe 
Whitbread Round the World 
Race yesterday. 

The American skipper of the 
Swedish boat held only a 1.2- 
mile advantage over Britain’s 
Lawrie Smith in Silk Cut on day 
10 of the 4.750-mHi: leg from 
Brazil to Florida. The two 
boats, averaging 16 knots as 
they read) towards the West In- 
dies, haw broken away from 
the chasing pack at whai could 
he a crucial time. 

Smith has taken a more 
northerly route away from the 
Brazilian coast, separating him 

from Cayard by 17 miles. This 
could give him a better angle to 
take advantage of some fast 
reaching in north-easterlies be- 
ing generated by a strong high- 
pressure system. 

Back in the hunt arc Grant 
Dalton, lying fourth in Merit 
Cup and Gunnar Kruniz, now 
fifth in Swedish Match. They 
had both gone further off- 
shore to look for the fresher 
trade winds. 

WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 
(afadh tag, 4,750 mfeai Sto Sabarttta. Bra. 
10 Fort Lwrianiafa, US): 1 EF Language 
“ m) P Cayard +23505 mies to Inch; 2 
. Cul iGB) L & 1 W 1 12 mies bebna leader, 
nnovauon Kvaeiner (Non K FitafM 
+84: 4 Mart Cid (Monaco) G Daton +2S& 
5 SwotLsh Mafcn (Sv*e) G Krontz +298; 6 
Onssie Raeng (US) J KostecW +448: 7 
Toshiba (US) FStanctnlge +57; B Bruiel 
Sunwgv (Neth) R Hener +706: 9 EF Edu- 
rabon (Swe) C Gtrtfau +1095 


Sculthorpe 
fears prove 
unfounded 


Rugby League 


PAUL SCULTHORPE should 
be fit to make his Super League 
debut for St Helens against Sal- 
ford a week on Sunday. There 
bad been feats that the loose for- 
ward, who cost Saints £370,000 
- a world-record fee for a for- 
ward - when he moved from 
Warrington during the dose 
season, had broken his leg dur- 
ing his side's 62-22 defeat in a 
friendly at Bradford on Sunday. 

But X-rays yesterday re- 
vealed no fracture and the 20- 
year-old Sculthorpe should be 
available when Saints open 
their Super League campaign at 
The Willows on 5 April. 

“The leg is bruised and 
swollen, and it’s painful, but I 
think he should be OK for Sal- 
ford," Geoff Sutcliffe. St Helens’ 
football manager, said. 

There is bleaker news, 
though, for two of Saints’ oth- 
er casualties - the winger Chris 
Smith and the prop Apollo 
PerelinL who were also injured 
ai Odsal. “Chris Smith has an 
ankle ligament injury. It's bad- 
ly swollen and he'll be out for 
perhaps three weeks or so," Sut- 
cliffe said. “Apollo's got dam- 
aged knee ligaments and he’ll 
be out for a similar lime.” 

More injury gloom concerns 
the Saints hooker Keiron Cun- 
ningham. who faces two 
months on the sidelines after 
aggravating a long-standing 
groin problem. 

Birmingham 
franchise fix 


Ice hockey 


THE American businessman 
Blake Cullen has pulled out of 
the running for the Birmingham 
Superleague franchise because 
he refuses “to wail another war”. 

Cullen, a former vice-presi- 
dent of the Major League base- 
ball side, Chicago Cubs, had 
always been favourite to ice a 
team in Birmingham for the start 
of next season, but contractual 
obligations of the National Ex- 
hibition Centre prevented this. 

The Superlcague chief ex- 
ecutive. Ian Taylor, expressed his 
regret that the NEC were un- 
able to iron out their problems 
with Cullen. He said: “I hope 
there will he other potential in- 
vestors in a Birmingham fran- 
chise because we need a team 
there to continue the growth of 
Supericaguc following the likes 
of London, Belfast and Leeds.” 

Guildford Flames are the 
British National League play-off 
champions after their 5-1 win 
over Kingston Hawks at Hull 
Arena on Sunday night. 
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Wales will have to perform miracles to win outright this season 


-..a 



ALAN 

WATKINS 

ON 

RUGBY 


AFTER the Dublin match sev- 
eral current and former Welsh 
players were asked about the 
prospects of a share in the 
Five Nations' Championship if 
they managed to beat France at 
Wembley on 5 April. They 
smiled shyly and replied H«f. 
well, “anything was possible in 
this world". 

Evidently neither they nor 
their questioners had fully 

absorbed the new rules of the 
competition. Until 1992 the 
countries level on points in the 
table as the result of matches 
(two for a win, one for a draw) 
shared the title. Thus France 
and Ireland shared it in 1983, 
France and Scotland in 1986, 
France and Wiles in 1988; and 
'in 1973 there was a five-way tie. 

After 1992 the title was 


finally deckled by the difference 
in points for and against in the 
four matches each country 
would have played. So in 1994 
England beat Wales at Twick- 
enham on the last Saturday of 
the season. But it was Ieuan 
Evans, the then Welsh cap- 
tain. who collected the new 
trophy under the points- 
difference rule. 

This was the last time Whies 
won the championship. It is not 
so long ago when you come to 
think about it, despite the noise 
of wailing and gnashing of 
teeth which has been audible 
from my native land for the past 
20 years; or so it seems to be to 
me. 

But Wales will have to per- 
form miracles to win outright 
this season: not only to beat 


France -which is possible - bur 
also to beat them by a huge 
margin. In the current table 
they ace level with England, 
after three matches each, with 
four points. But they have a 
deficit of 19 points, while Eng- 
land are in credit to the sum of 
41. France, with three wins out 
of three, have a credit of 44. 

You do not have to be 
Professor Stephen Hawking to 
work out the possibilities. If 
England beat Ireland at Twick- 
enham on 4 April, and Whies 
beat France at Wembley on the 
next day, three countries will 
have won three matches, and 
the outcome will be decided on 
points difference. 

In the circumstances Eng- 
land are well in line to take the 
title. In points difference thus 


far they are trailing France by 
only three. 

I hope this outcome does 
not come about, for several rea- 
sons. I think Ireland deserve to 
emerge with something from 
this year’s competirion. Though 
1 admire what Give Woodward, 
the England coach, is trying to 
do, I possess im such wann fed- 
ings for the new Twickenham 
crowd, who manage to combine 
ignorance with chauvinism in 
roughly equal proportions. And 
last - and certainly not least. - 
I have £100 (plus pre-paid tax) 
on France to win the champi- 
onship at the highly favourable 
price of 13-8. 

Arxxndingly what would suit 
me best on the weekend of 4-5 
April would be for Ireland to 
beat Errand, and Whies to beat 


France, but by a margin of less 
then 63, which is a fairly 
reasonable supposition in the 
circumstances. 

France would then win the 
dampionship even though they 
had won only three out of four 
matches. If they beat Whies, 
even by the narrowest of mar- 
gins, they would take the cham- 
pionship however many points 
England had Tnanngpd to pile 
up against Ireland on the pre- 
vious day, because they would 
have won four matches and the 
Grand Slam. 

Something tells me that an 
Sunday S April my economic 
self-interest will be- at odds 
with my sentimental feelings. 
England, alas, will have beaten 
Ireland comfortably, by 20 or 3Q 
points. But Whies will walk out 


on to Wembley - aground that 
seems to suit them, as it cer- 
tainly does their supporters — 
determined to give an 
inevitably nervous France a 
run for their money. 

For once Kevin Bowring, 
the Welsh coach, has, not, 
perhaps, a luxury of choice, but 
a comfortable leeway in certain 


prefer Leigh Davies to Scott 
Gibbs, who is fully fit? And 
does he keep Stuart Davies in 
the side, while moving Colin 
Charvis across to the position 
in which he first distin g uished 
hims elf for his country, at 
No 7? 

When Davies was first 
recalled as a substitute in pref- 
erence to Scott QuinnelL my 
first response was to think that 


this was a bit like bringing 
back Cecil Parkinson to add 
some much-needed sparkle to 
the Conservative Party. Not at 
all: when Davies was substitut- 
ed for Kingsley Jones, with 
Charvis moving to the open 
side, he ran away from the Irish 
cover and gave the excellent 
Nefl Jenkins his uy. 

My ideal outcome, as 1 say. 
would be a win for Ireland and 
■ for Whies, In Lhe unlikely event 
of Wales being able to score 
enough points to leapfrog 
France on points difference. I 
should be prepared to grin and 
bear it, even though I should 
have lost £100-plus. 

It is more likely, I fear, that 
my money on France will he 
sacrificed to England rather 
than to my native land. 


Redknapp 
and Matteo 
double up 
for England 
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By Glenn Moore 

inBeme 

ENGLAND’S de- 
pleted squad 
arrived in Swit- 
zerland yesterday 
having decided to 
overcome the 
problems of injuries caused 
through too much football by ask- 
ing two players to be involved 
twice in 24 hours. 

Jamie Redknapp and Do- 
minic Matteo, already members 
of tonight's under-21s-plus- 
oidies squad, will also be on the 
bench for tomorrow’s senior 
match in the Wankdorf Stadi- 
um. This is unlikely to be en- 
thusiastically received at 
Liverpool, who seem to lose 
Redknapp - who will play as a 
sweeper tonight - to injury 
whenever he is involved in the 
England set-up. 

The move increases the full 
party, who have suffered nine 
withdrawals, to 19 including 
three goalkeepers, although 
Andy Hinchcliffe, the only full- 
back in the party, is still doubt- 
ful with lingering problems from 
his Achilles injury. 

“It's frustrating." Glenn 
Hoddle, the England coach, 
said. “We seem to get it more 
than anyone, but they are ah le- 
gitimate injuries. It could be 
even worse next time." 

Next time is the home game 
with Portugal on 22 April. Un- 
like this week that will be pre- 
ceded by a full Premiership 
programme with six possible 
squad players involved in the 
Liverpool -Cove n try match on 
the Sunday before the interna- 
tional. “Portugal is a very im- 
portant match." Hoddle said. 
After it England will only have 
a home match with Saudi Ara- 
bia and two games in Casablan- 
ca against Morocco and 
Belgium before the World Cup. 

Hoddle said the injuries 
meant he would have to bring 
forward an experiment he had 
planned for later. This could 
mean playing Dion Dublin at tbc 
back, or a pair of attacking 
players, such as Rob Lee and 
Steve McManaman. in the wing- 
back roles. Finally, thinking 
positively* he added: “It means 
a chance for someone else. At 
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least - apart from Robbie 
Fowler - these are all injuries 
which have time Lo heal before 
the summer." 

This change of mood re- 
flected Hoddle’s own preaching. 
He had been in his pastoral 
mode on Sunday night coun- 
selling Tony Adams, who is 
troubled by a sore back an da re- 
currence of his ankle injury. 

“He was very down,” Hod- 
dle said. “It was a big blow af- 
ter all the problems he has had. 
Wfe had a long chat with him and 
heleftusfedingmuiii more up- 
beat and positive. 

“We have pin him on a 10- 
_day programme using weights 
and stretching exercises which 
is as much preventative as re- 
cuperative. He has to get hold 
of the reins, but l\e told him 
there is no reason why he can- 
not come bade" 

Indeed. Adams is likely to 
play for Arsenal as early at Sat- 
urday’s home game with 
Sheffield Wednesday. 

Hoddle must have been 
tempted to head straight for the 
headquarters of the Red Cross 
when the party touched down 
in Basle yesterday, but instead 
the coach and his squad head- 
ed for their hotel via a two-hour 
journey through wintry coun- 
tryside. 

They are the first England 
team to visit Berne since 1954 
when the team were competing 
in a World Cup rather than just 
playing for places in one. A side 
including Billy Wright, in his first 
game at centre-half, Tom Fumey 
and Tbminy Taylor bea f the 
Swiss hosts 2-0 with goals from 
the Wblverhamplon Wanderers’ 
pair, Jimmy Mullen and Dennis 
Wilshaw. 

Wolves had a trio of repre- 
sentatives in that game and in 
a further illustration of the 
transitory nature of football, 
Birmingham City. Hudders- 
field Town, Portsmouth and 
Preston North End provided 
five other players. 

There was one link with the 
current side in that the centre- 
forward, Ivor Broadis, came 
from Newcasde but, in a further 
departure from the present day, 
Manchester United were able to 
provide two injury-free players 
- Taylor and Roger Byrne. 
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Wing and a player: Air France yesterday unveiled some of the 16 aircraft from its fleet that will carry images of footbaflers from each of the 32 nations in the World Cup finals. 
The picture in the foreground on an A30 Airbus depicts a Dutch player who bears an uncanny resemblance to the England midfielder Steve McManaman Photograph: AP 

McManaman must destroy the myth 


STEVE MCMANAMAN 
strolled casually off flight 
BY815 at Basle airport yester- 
day lunchtime, looked up at the 
grey Swiss sky, then sauntered 
towards the waiting coach. He 
looked like a seen -it-all -be fore 
holidaymaker rather than a 
footballer with his 'World Cup 
destiny in the balance. 

McManaman’s body lan- 
guage is as offensive to some as 
Peter Reid’s verbal version. 
Languid in the extreme, he is 
the antithesis of the fist- 
clenched, bawling scrappers 
beloved by the English game. 

Yet watch McManaman 
closely and his desire, his wiH- 
to-win, is evident. His work-rate 
matches any player in the Pre- 
miership, he is always either on 
the ball or calling for it. His 
passing is done with a purpose, 
not for the sake of it and, 
when the ball is still, he can be 
seen quietly lifting or bollock- 
ing his team-mates. 

Frustration is the theme of 
his career. Locally bom, though 
initially an Everton fan, he has 
lived through a lean decade at 
Anfield. In the 1990s they have 


won just a trophy apiece in the 
FA and Coca-Cola Cups -scant 
achievements against Man- 
chester United’s dominance. 

The stoiy is the same on a 
personal leveL Since his 1994 
debut he has appeared 19 times 
for England but, after appear- 
ing to establish himself in Euro 
96, has played only four times 
for Glenn Hoddle and just 
once in the last 360 days. 

There is no guarantee that 
the 26-year-old will play against 
Switzerland in Berne tomorrow. 
It would appear that he and 
Paul Merson -are contesting 
one place, a belief Hoddle has 
encouraged rather than dis- 
pelled. 

He offers fewer dues as to 
his preference. McManaman, 
said Hoddle, played “as well as 
I have ever seen him" last 
week against Spurs - when he 
had a floating role behind 
Michael Owen. But he is also 
complimentary about Merson 
and, by -pulling him out of Mid- 
dlesbrough’s team on Sunday, 
would appear to want to play 
him tomorrow. 

Rumours persist that 


Steve McManaman 
(right) has been • 
labelled a chronic 
underachiever. But 
Glenn Moore finds 
his competitive 
nature fired up to 
win an England - 
place for France 98 

Hoddle is less than enamoured 
with McManaman because he 
and Robbie Fowler pulled out 
of Le Tbumoi but McManaman 
said: “There was never a prob- 
lem and I want to kill that myth 
oft I've not spoken to the 
gaffer [Hoddle] about it. I’ve 
□ever needed to. 

“I don’t know why there are 
so many negative vibes about 
me. I never take anything neg- 
atively, I try to look positively 
at rHfngs I am a very confident 
person. I could improve for 
England but I am always 



aiming for perfection, everyone 
looks for i m prov e ment in them- 
selves. 

*Tve played twice in a year 
and we won both games. Fd 
liked to have played more but 
I’ve not got a problem with iL 
I have something to offer Eng- 
land but there are probably 30 
players who can say that. Of 
coarse I passionately waxrt to go 
to the Wbdd Cup, it is the great- 
est tournament there is; you are 
mixing with the best in the 
world. You want to test your- 
self against them. 


“The will to win is always 
there with me. I may not show 
it as much as other people but 
the passion is strong. I want to 
win every game whether against 
a minnow in the FA Cup, a big 
League game against Man- 
chester United or an England in- 
ternational. Maybe people say 
I’ve underachieved for Eng- 
land but I hope to smash tha t 
myth by doing well in the 
summer." 

Hoddle said McManaman’s 
spell as Liverpool captain had 
helped his football as it enabled 
him to “see the game differently 
in taking on more responsibil- 
ity”. Hoddle added: “He has 
had a good season, scoring 
goals has given him extra con- 
fidence. He has lost a couple of 
chains and he has been more 
consistent." 

McManaman, whose keen 
and questioning intelligence 
has not always been popular 
with managers, thinks other- 
wise. *Tve always been a talk- 
er. I’ve always tried to help the 
young lads in our team. It’s not 
something that happened with 
the armband," he said. “Goal- 


scoring isn't a problem for me. 
Sometimes they all go in, 
sometimes they don’t I don’t 
worry about iL" 

AD this is said with a sardonic 
air. McManaman sometimes 
gives the impression that he 
feels these question and answer 
sessions are beneath him and it 
is true that such gatherings - 
there are about a dozen press 
interrogators - can sometimes 
pursue a tired agenda. With 
McManaman it is the “under- 
achiever" line partly because it 
also applies to his dub and port- 
ly because, being a model pro 
who has missed one match in 
three seasons, there is no “my 
mjury/drijga/drihk-heir line to 
pursue. 

However much he may re- 
sent h, such is his and his club's 
talent it will continue to be 
raised until Liverpool win the 
title and he establishes himself 
at international leveL 

Tbmorrow McManaman will 
find out if Hoddle. whose fitful 
international career has many 
parallels, is prepared to offer 
him a chance to show that he. 
at least can fulfil his potential. 


Gascoigne to make decision on future today Shadow midfield for Scots 


By Alan Nixon ___ 

PAUL GASCOIGNE'S future 
will be resolved today when the 
player decides whether to stay 
at Rangers or head south. Mid- 
dlesbrough and Crystal Palace 
have each had £3m offers for 
the England midfielder 
accepted by the Glasgow dub. 

Gascoigne played as a sec- 
ond-half substitute for Rangers 
in their 2-1 home win over St 
Johnstone on Saturday. At the 
end of the match, he made no 
farewell gesture to supporters 
despite them chanting his name. 

Gascoigne's advisor, Mel 
Stein, said yesterday: "We will 
come to some kind of conclu- 
sion tomorrow," 

Sheffield United have called 


off tbeir proposed transfer of Ian 
Rush. The veteran striker faces 
either spending the rest of the 
season at Newcastle United 
scrapping for first-team outings 
or a swift search for a new dub. 

Rush has been with Sheffield 
United for a month and was 
sounded out before Nigel 
Spademan resigned as manag- 
er about m aking the move per- 
manent Although Rush played 
for United at the weekend, he 
was told yesterday by the dub’s 
secretary that they could only 
offer him a loan deal until the 
summer. Rush had been ex- 
pecting a contract taking in 
next season. 

Nefl Ruddock’s wish to leave 
Liverpool could be granted. 
Ray Harford, the Queen's Park 


Rangers manager, is keen to 
bring the tough-tadding centre- 
back to west London to help 
halt QPR’s slide down the First 
Division. Ruddock has turned 
down a couple of similar offers, 
Georgi Kinklwdxft can carry 
on playing for Manchester City 
as they fight to avoid relegation 
from the First Division this 
season. The Georgian mid- 
fielder bad his trial on charges 
of dangerous driving put back 
to IS May at Trafford Magis- 
trates Court yesterday. ■ 
Newcastle United hope to 
sign the promising young strik- 
er Phul Robinson from their 
neighbours Darlington in a£lm 
deaL Tottenham are also said to 
be interested in the 18-year-old 
who has scored some spectac- 


ular goals in the Third Divirion 
this season. Darlington want a 
large payment up front plus in- 
stalments to take Robinson’s to- 
tal value to seven figures. 

Sasa Curdc, out of favour at 
Aston Villa, could yet stay in 
England after his marriage to 
his English fiancee, Usa. 
brought forward to last week, 
solved the problem of his los- 
ing his work pennh for not play- 
ing enough games for Wla. The 
midfielder has until 5pm on 
Thursday, the transfer deadline, 
to deride whether to agree a 
£Im move to Crystal Palace, or 
follow up on a reported offer to 
help Second Division Fulham to 
fulfil their ambitions. 

Tlinisia. England's opening 
opponents in this summer's 


World Cup finals, suffered a se- 
rious setback yesterday when 
they learned that their most im- 
pressive midfielder, Hassenc 
Gabsi, will be out of the game 
for sk months because he needs 
an operation on knee liga- 
ments. Tlinisia play England in 
Marseilles on 15 June. 

Manchester United have in- 
vested £14m in a new training 

complex buDt cm the banks of the 
Manchester Ship Canal which 
will be “a world leader in sport” 
according to their ch airman , 
Martin Edwards. The complex, 
at Carrington, wffl have nine full- 
sized pitches, four junior pitch- 
es, a goalkeeping training area, 
running, phyriotherapy rooms, a 
hydrotherapy pool, a sauna and 
steam rooms. 


By Rupert Metcalf 

CRAIG BROWN, the Scotland . 
manager, will be forced to field 
a virtual third-choice midfield 
in tomorrow’s World Cup 
waxm-up friendly against Den- 
mark at Ibrox. 

With Gaiy McAllister, John 
Collins and David Hopkin al- 
ready ruled out. the last thing 
Brown needed was any more 
absentees from his midfield 
pack. Yesterday, though* he 
teamed that both Paul Lambert 
and Craig Burley have with- 
drawn from his squad.- 

Lambert suffered an ankle 
injury in Celtic’s 1-0 victory at 

Aberdeen on Saturday, while his 

dub-mate Burley has a ham- 
suing strain. Brown has also lost 


two strikers, Kevin Gallacher 
and Gordon Durie. 

“Cometh the hour, comeih 
the m a n ," a typically phlegmatic 
Brown said yesterday. “We have 
players like Stuart McCall, Scot 
Gemmfll and Billy McKinlay to 
call on, so it's not all gloom. 

Brown confirmed that the 
Celtic striker Darren Jackson 
wfll start the match, possibly 

partnering Scott Booth. The for- 
mer Aberdeen man is unlikely 
to play 90 minutes, as his Dutch 
dub side, Utrecht, have an im- 
portant match on Thursday. 

Birmingham City's Niger- 
ian-born striker. Dele Adebo- 
la, may have to miss the chance 
to make his debut for Northern 

Ireland against Slovakia at 

Windsor Raik tomorrow. He in- 


curred a back injury on Satur- 
day against Nottingham Forest 
and was unable to fly to Belfast 
the following day. A deefcion un 
his fitness will be made today. 

Wimbledon’s Kenny Cun- 
ningham will captain the Re- 
public of Ireland against the 
Czech Republic in Olomouc lo- 
moa ow. A ndy Townsend has re- 
tired from international football 
after five years wearing the 
armband, while other candi- 
dates like Roy Keane and Steve 
Staunton are injured. 
^UMaRUkdytofieUtwo 
debutanK apinst Jamaica at 
iman Park tomorrow: the 

18 3w U S d Norwich City strik- 
gf^SBellaroy and Barnsley’s 
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Henman proves 
master of Moya 


Tennis 


By John Roberts 

in Key Etscayne 


nia, two weeks ago, where he 
lost Id Wayne Black, of Zdxh 


THE joy of watching Tan Hen- 
man in foil flow was one of the 
delights at the Lipton Champi- 
onships yesterday here as the 
British No 2 advanced Lo the last 
16 with a 6-1, 6-4, win a g«mgt the 
Spaniard Carlos Moya. 

All the doubts which have 
cramped Henman’s elegant 
style in recent months appeared 

to evaporate with the overnight 

rain as the 23-year-old from 
Oxford dominated his opponent 
from the start, displaying even 
greater authority than when 
defeating Moya in the 1997 
final in Sydney to secure ins first 
ATP Tour title. 

Henman was almost un- 
recognisable from the edgy per- 
fonner who had lost five of his 
opening-round matches this 
year while dinging to a place in 
the top 20 and almost losing 
sight of his Davis Cup team- 
mate, Greg Rusedski, on his rise 
to No 5. 

One of Henman’s early de- 
partures came in bis last tour- 
nament on a similar concrete 
court at Indian Wells, Califor- 


able to file that rapped perfor- 
mance, and several others, in 
the recess of his mind. 

“This is the best I’ve played 
this year; far sure,” be said. “The 
consistency and quality of ten- 
nis was just as good as it gets far 
me. The way Tve played here 
and in Indian Weills is chalk and 
cheese. Wayne Blade is a good 
players, but I was a stupid play- 
er. I played to my weaknesses." 

Fox 4,000 spectators on the 
Grandstand Court yesterday, 
many of whom had come in the 
hope of cheering a His pani c 
victoiy, the view of Henman’s 
seemingly effortless serve and 
volley was handsome consola- 
tion. One of the tournament’s 
guests, Britain's Roger Taylor, 
one of the “Handsome Eight” 
who helped force the issne of 
open tennis 30 years ago, thor- 
oughly enjoyed Henman's 65- 
nrinute performance. 

Henman won eight of the 
first nine games, saving two 
break points in the fifth and 
retrieving four more from 0-40 
when serving for the opening set 
after 29 minutes. The 18th- 
ranked Moya threatened 


briefly, recovering from 0-2 in 
the second set, only to be put 
finniy back in his place in the 
next game. 

After converting match 
point, Henman grinned broad- 
ly towards his coach, David 
Frigate. “When you're w inning 
a lot, you take it for granted," 
Henman said. “That hasn’t 
been, the case in the last five or 
six weeks. Now I feel Tm com- 
ing out of it It’s satisfying and 
gives me a feeling of relief.” 

Many times during his form 


frustration at his failure to trans- 
late hxsworkin txammg into win- 
ning points. “I wasn't fairing 
what I was doing on the prac- 
tice courts on the match court” 
be said. “My game today was 
pretty dear cot - be aggressive 
-and I stuck toil. My serve was 
on song today, I was bitting the 
corners very weD and coming in 
on. his second serve. I didn’t 
think there was an area of my 
game that wasn’t working.” 
Practising with a revitalised 
Andre Agassi might have 
helped (‘Andre’s definitely for 
reaL I think bell soon be back 
in the top 10 or top five”). Con- 
templation has also made a 
difference. 



Tim Henman plays a forehand in yesterday^ defeat of Carlas Moya at the Lipton Championships Photograph: AUspart 


“When I lost in Indian Wells 
I didn't practice for two days,” 
he said. T played some golf. I 
didn’t think it was necessary to 
practise straight away. It was 
more important to think exact- 
ly about what I was doing.” 


Last year at the Lipton, Hen- 
man lost his opening match 
against another Spaniard, Julian 
Alonso. The 20-year-old from 
Barcelona, ranked No 43 in the 
world and boasting the third 
fastest serve in the world (140 


mph) after Rusedski, was elim- 
inated by the American Vince 
Spadea in the first round on this 
occasion, but be is grabbing 
more headlines than his com- 
patriots. 

Alonso has been escorting the 


17-year-old Martina Hingis, 
world No 1 and Wimbledon 
champion. They were pho- 
tographed hand in hand at the 
playeis’ party at the All Star Cafe, 
in South Beach on Sunday night. 
Gossip columnists please note. 
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Els in ascendant over Woods 


By Andy Farrell 

in Orlando 


■ ■■' "UlCZ' 
• 1 ; ;iul: 


) BACK in 1992, a young South 
African was paired with. Arnold 
Palmer for two rounds of the 
USPGA Championship. They 
both missed the cut. but Ernie 
Els was impressive enough for 
Palmer to invite him to bis own 
• < ’ • •'.’•n; m k tournament, the Bay Hill Invi- 
1 1 -Mi’ii tatioual, the following year. 
.iM-nJf They were paired together 
-i, t il again, with Els taking some 
Ivuk locker-room ribbing as he 
missed the cot and Palmer 
made it What Pahner could see 

► in Els was thepotentiaMo play 

the power-based- “modera 

. , iM k game”, in the South African’s 

..;.:.!ii^vpbrase,atitsfinest.. 

Els did just that on Sunday 
. ' A.'fiBic- 35 saw off two other expo- 
,7.! v-'h*.: nents the modem game in 
’ Tiger Wbods and Davis Love to 

,V •- -li'no ^ Palnie, * s tournament. The 
"■ j’‘ 'Jj*. two Americans had started the 

•' " ! day tied for the lead, but strag- 

’ gled in 10 and 11 shots, 

.... I. 

iVa*' 

US 


respectively, behind the winner. 

If his afternoon 73, after a 
double-bogey at the short sec- 
ond, was cast in a defensive 
mould as F.ls maintained a 
four-stroke advantage over Jeff 
Maggert and Bob Estes, it was 
his morning 65 that swept away 
the challenges of his rivals. 

In making up 12 strokes on 
the wodd No 1 Woods on the 
day; Eb, second m the rankings, 
eradicated the memory of the 

Masters champio n malring iy 1 1 

shots over the last two rounds 

m the Johnnie m»llre r Cla«ie fu 
January. “I wasn’t looking for re- 
venge after Thailand,” Els said. 
But, boy, was he annoyed. 
TcfidrftplayweflandlkDCfw 


I should have won,” Els added. 
T thought about it for a week. 
It hever reaHy goes away. At 
least it was at the start of the 
year, not in a major champi- 
onship or anything. 

T knew I had to get going 
pretty quick this morning. Tb 
play 36 holes with two of the 
best players in the world and win 
was a good fe eling. Tiger and 
Davis can just turn it on at w3L 
butit didn't happen.” 

Asked about any rivalry be- 
tween Wbods and himself, Els 
mentioned a few other good 
youngplsyers. “Rivalry, ^ what ri- 
valry?” is \\bods’staDdardrepty, 
bmEJs<fidadmfo“\^arepix^ 
ably going to fed it more now.” 


Davies' Pheonix title turns to ashes 


BRITAIN’S Laura Dames re- 
Knquisbcdhexgc^ontteLPGA 
Standard Register Classic title 
she had hddforfour years with 
a final-round 69 to fimsh six shots 
adrift of the leaders on 285. 

The Swede Liselotte Neu- 
mann sank a birdie on the third 


.,..i ' 


Sporting Digest 


’Woodhall claims age is on his 
>* side for Malinga title fight 

fc '" 1 Boxing Woodhall said: “It realty has 

been put on a plate for me to 
fight for the title in my home 
town. I know that some people 
have said that I have been 
lucky to get a shot after just one 
fight as a super-middleweight. 


it;*- 


RICHIE WOODHALL has 
insisted that he wiD dethrone the 
World Boxing Council super- 
middleweight champion. Thu- 
lane “Sugar Boy” MaKnga, later 

thk week. , claiming that time has — „ r — „ 

■ 1 ; finall y caught up with the vet- but I really haven’t had much 

• , . j eran South African. luck before in my career so I 


■,lfL 

• 


“j* 

. .b.* 



The title bout will take place 
in WoodhaQ’s home town of 
Tfclford on Fritfay and he said: “I 
will never have a better chance 
to win a world tide and I know 
! that I am going to be the world 
! champion. Malinga can't go cm 
; forever and I feel my tune has 
: amKtobetheworidchampipo.” 
Malinga beat Runcorn's 
Robin Reid to regain the title 
in December and Woodhall 
was at ringside for that fight- 


my 

think that I am due a change of 
fortune.” 

WoodhalTs only defeat came 
when be made his first challe n ge 
for a world title against the 
WBC world middleweight 
champion, Keith Holmes, in 
Maryland in October 1996. 

He was stopped in the last 
round and admitted: “The pas- 
sion wasn’t there in that, fight. 
But that won’t happen this time 
in front of my own fens.” 


play-off bole to defeat the 
American Rosie Jones and 
podeet the £77,914 winner's 
cheque at Phoenix, Arizona. 

Neumann and Jones had 
finished with a 13-under par 
279. The American Cathy John- 
ston-Eorbes was third on 280. 


Basketball 

IBfcNiokt&MraSftlM-ai NBW-tak 
tfi (C*2); Miami te Portland SO; Ctiiingo 1QZ 
Ibnxito TOtfc Boston 108 RtetabHafiO; h- 
dena 96 tAhoABe 94 (rtj; WaflUwtn 102 
Horn Jaram 130 fcifl: Oriando 3Z Gokfen State 
B3; LA Lahapi 06 Sacramento 83; Son Anto- 
ntoSSPhMBhSa 

BU D WB S CT LEAGUES SStoKteB B0 BbllV 
ktflhaniDZ 


London Lsafianti — 32 


Bufiots Btrnitognani .31 
TtanntMvT1gaR_ai 

Loodonlbwarv SOL 

StMttWd Shodm 32 

ItandiMttr Clanta^ai 
Derby Storm 3\ 


Cheotor Jan 32 

Wbrthtoe Boon S4 

Crystal Potaon 33 

VUIord Royal* 33 


W 

25 

25 

at 

22 

22 

22 

E 

13 

T3 

12 

7 

6 

3 


Pt» 

60 

50 

48 


30 

26 

26 

34 

M 

13 

6 


At the fop of their games. 
Woods and Eb are the best 
around, and it is by no means 
certain that the American will 
end up with the most gongs over 
the long hauL 

With two wins this year and 
six top-three finishes in eight 
events, Els has found the per- 
fect vein of form to challenge 
the supremacy Woods estab- 
lished at the Masters last year. 
Before that comes the Players’ 
Championship this week and 
Woods will be seeking a long 
session with his co&h before 
it starts. 

Three European^' BOTffianl 
Langer, Colin -Montgomerie 
and Lee Westwood after fin- 
ishing fourth, eighth and 13th 
respectively, will move on in 
good heart 

Quite what JohzrDaly will 
get up to next is anyone’s 
question, but isn't it always? In 
a microcosm of his career and 
life, Daly played one hole in 
18, 13 over par with six balls 
in the water, and the next in 
two. 


PAKISTAN -- Rrat tamings 
(Dwanutfit SOfcrB} 

hUianunad Wbakn o Mbangna b Wnttal ..42 
Musttaq Ahmad c CempMI b Srah -^57 

Wtaqvwunis not out B 

.Bdnta (b& w( rtO) n 

Tbtal (I'* 7 - 5 . — —384 

-MbSSBA 

BoaVng: Straak 3n4S3-1: Miangna 33-12- 
56-3; Stranp 2B-10-65-3; Wrttinl 325-4-78-3; 
KticMa 21-6560; QoacMn 2^60 
ZIMBABWE -Second bmings 

QWRaMrb* bVIMn Ahram — 6 

Q J tend c YuultoAni b WbqarWiriB _ 0 

MW Goodwin not out 25 

*A D R Camptol bw b Azhar Mahnood M 
TA Rover nol out 25 


Pakistan take Donald wraps up victory 
the initiative 


Cricket 


Zimbabwe 277 & 82-3 
Pakistan 354 


PH W, *4). 


-82 


Boxing 

Britain^ Mark Prince has been given 
a chance to win the European Baht 
heavyweight tffla He must fight Zaffe- 
bom Joe SBuvangi of Ranee by B 
May, the Eirooean Boxing Union 
nisd after Ole Kfementsen of Dermok 
vacated his tWa 

Cricket 

SECOND TEST (Horan, M day): ZS«n- 

“ . ■notago — 

tdmP 


•taodlna, am tfva runa ahead 
Zbnbabm won tom 

ZU4SABWE - Pkat bialnga 277 (6 J wwi- 
HI 62. M W OdOMn 53, B C Orang 5^. 



SNOW REPORTS 


Ski Hotline 

latest snow and weather repons 

from 200+ resorts In Europe *nd 
Nordi Amsia. 

Voice reports 0891 333 HO + code 
Fax reports 0897 500 086 + code 

For i fid Use of aS ski dries by 
wfce or fax (fcaJ 0990 KJ0M3 


Ski Snapshot 
A fax report on snow eoneftions 
u over 200 rwortsworid-vddfl 
0697 500 601 

in association with 

N EWSTEl 

HI i I UilllQH - D 


AROUND THE RESORTS 



Area last Lwr 


1^39 Fbrmtn 


open snow an. on 


Monitions 


H m 03 


86 TO Somedoud 


AUSTRIA 


r**.-b *> Qyw b Powdery now snow 90» 213 

BUU3AMA 


\0 165 SroMfeun 


ftnpwwo ftm parted «waullevd» SXX a 3 

CANADA 


65 Q0 


Lxdoud 


Trembtam parted conitore. 

PRANCE 

CwrrM-if [wa 4ifie m ahiwde 

tTAur ! 


95* 503 05 #0 Ooudta%l* 


«St .03 


X MO FWyBtW 


Chanpotoc »CondWo«l?e« r am 

Nomwr . 


U3 


50 60 OhkVsvm 1 


Geto. 


Jm parted mow 


SPAIN 


SerraNewdt SprinfaeCTxfcros 

SWITZERLAND 


50 SO Prdcw* 
"» GO -NpicJctid 





TtatN (far 3, 37 oran) 

Ftofc 1-7, 2-fl 3-36 
lb bat O J WNttaA T N McxtondoL H H Staok, 
B C Sirang, A Q Hudde M Mbangwa 
Bmrthigs VWn Atom 0-4-25-1; wbqar 
vuris n -2-23-1; Azbar Mahmood 52 - 9 - 1 ; 
Muahlaq Ahmad 6-1-17-Q 
UmNnuE R B TVfln and S Q Randal 
AEoperbriringsaf ^9by WcheelCA- 
Venuto was not enourfi to save Tas- 
mania from a seven-wicket defeat by 
western AustraSa h the Sheffield 
Shield final in Perth yesterday. The 
Western Australian captain, Tom 
Moody, of Worcestershire, led his 
teem to victory late on the fourth day 


Today’s fixtures 


Football 
7 J0 u n l liM rai atf 
B INTERNATIONAL FRUENDUT 
Scotland writes. 


(N Bmadmod atadum. CurnbamaiAfl 

lMOSt-21 MISMATlONALHUENDIJES 
Czocb Rap vR*p of Inland (330) 

(^SfXttOvnimvalstaOum, Dmovica) 

ScoUand v Damark 

{k! Fonhlxnk 

SwtarateBd v Bnoland 
ft Brvggtttki axSum, 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
SECOND DMSOH 

Cktowby v Ptymoutii pA5) 

Postponed (HamaOoal calkiprt; Rtf- 
bum w Wtisal tptflrfng Ttewtey 7 April). 

THIRD DMStON 

Shrawafaray v Lincoln CBy (74SJ 

GH VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 
Otelte W W MM v leWteftninN a T (7MW) _ 
VNgngyftinbanwgftpAi) 

RVMAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE Printer DM- 
ateK Bufe 9 taha v HfeNa f743; Bon 
Wbod v hbmwr Borough; Canraton AI 
V Chadran; St Mama vtMoid CBw rata 
DMataKSowIteaAvlaytonltennantCU^; 
Hontfcsd v Us&By (74£J; Ttrana v States 
iWamNsyvl. bdWySacond DMatora 


PAKISTAN grabbed the initia- 
tive in the second Tfest against 
Zimbabwe in Harare yesterday 
by taking three quick Zim hatv 
wean second-innings wickets 
before they could wipe oat 
their first-innings deficit of 77. 

Giant Flower was trapped 
leg before wicket to t Mwrfm 
Akraro for six and in the next 
over Whqar Younis had the 
opeher Gavin Rennie caught at 
short legby Yousuf Youhana at 
the second attempt off a lifter 
for a dude. Then, in the 16th 
over, when Zimbabwe’s captain, 
Alistair Campbell, did not offer 
a strokeio Azhar Mahmood, he 
was adjudged, leg before for 14. 

Earlier, Mohammad lA&sim 
and Musbtaq Ahmed had put 
together a record-breaking 
ninth-wicket stand of 147 - the 
highest in Test history for that 
wicket against Zimbabwe. 


of a schscUod five-day match. K was 
Wfcstem Auatrafah KMhSHaU success 
in 51 seasons wWe Ibsmania have yet 
to taka the title fri 22 attempts, a- 
Vtenutofe knock of aknost sb hous, em- 
bracing 30 crisp boundaries, was the 
highest of the left-hander Is elghtflrst- 
class centuries. Ha was the backbone 
of Tasmania^ second Inrtngs of 348, 
which gave them an ovaral bad of 63 
after they had trailed by 286 nns on 
the first imings. Western Austraia 
knocked oft the 63 runs they need- 
ed for victory far the loss of jiit three 
wickets. 

Football 

Tomorrow's Nationwide League Sec- 
ond DWsion match between Fuham 
and Wabal has been postponed be- 
cause three Fuham players - Chris 
Coleman, Paul Traflope and Alan 
Neteon - have been caled up for 
WeSos 1 IntemafionaJ against Jamaica 
on Vtfednesday ThB League game has 
been rearranged forTuesday, 7 Aprs 
Second Division leadens Vtetfard ham 
extended striker Dominic Foieyfe ban 
IfomVttoivesuntliheendoftriesea- 

son. The Rapublc of Ireland Undar-21 


WTBMJMtEXPRBSMDLANDAll.lAHCS: 
v Barvml Wast Metancfc Po- 
loe « RoeaBtor (7AS). 

JEWSCW EASTEHN LEAGUE PrenSar Dhrf- 
•ion [7*3; DtiJ v By, Hs-imaj u Sohom; Nw 

iraiM v Sudiuy %wrc Surlwry Wandann 
v Bay Item: Woodridge v Greal Tfamouth. 
JEWS ON WESSEX LEAGUE: NmAury v 

Poftamouth rn. Laagna a — 

«8Coml ter BomoiDn Keetti 
H): Thattam ra a Aanutnxtwas.CS). 

NORTHERN CCHJHTES EAST LEAGUE Pl»- 
mlar DMshxr Amc« « Eccte#*; Soby v U- 


Soudt Africa 4B & 264 
Sri Lanka 306 & 306 
South Africa win by 70 runs 

TWO wickels off successive 
deliveries by Allan Donald set 
up victoiy for South Africa on 
the final day of the first Tfest 
against Sri Lanka in Cape Town 
yesterday. 

Sri Lanka, chasing 377 to 
win, were all out for 306 when 
South Africa's debutant Mak- 
haya Ntini bowled Pramodaya 
Wckramasinghe after the tall- 
ender had made a defiant 51. 

Sri Lanka had advanced to 
234 for 5 when Donald, in his 
second over with the new ball, 
trapped Hashan TTUakaratne 
Ibwfbr 13, ending a59-nm part- 
nership with RomeshKahiwjth- 
arana. Ch am in da Vaas was 
caught behind off the next balL 

In the next over, Shaun Pol- 
lock bowled KaJuwitharana, 
who had hammered 45 off 60 
balls. The home side sealed vic- 
tory with 375 overs to spare. 

Despite Donald’s efforts, 
this Test at Newiands will be re- 
membered for Ntinfs debut 
The first black cricketer to 


intemattonaJ has been with the Hor- 
nets since the start of March. 

The Huddersfield wtogar Paii Dalton 
Is aknost certain to miss the rest of 
the season due to a groin operation 
later this week. 

Wolves’ president and chairman, Sir 
Jack Hayward, is out of hospital after 
a sevan-hoLr triple heart bypass op- 
eration last week and is increasingly 
optimistic about being at Vila Park to 
see Ns cJubb FA Cup semf-final with 
Arsenal on Sunday week. 

W^JE^B jy Scotland B, CunAem a old. to- 

PhBBps BotSv 

con (VVWvsA fiowarm (CbvanlryL Lhpwollyn 
CMwtMcTiV Jmddnan (Si Joimsttnol. Site- 

SUNDAY'S LATE RESULTS: IteSan Leagua: 
Mtan 0 MarnBzknte 3 (Gtoworw 42, sa Roral- 
:l Juven- 


rep resent South Africa in a 
Test finished with match figures 
of 2 for 74 from 153 overs and 
has yet to be dismissed in Test 
cricket, thanks to not-out in- 
nings of three and nought . 

However, the captain Han- 
sie Cronje held him out of the 
attack for over three hours yes- 
terday, until Ntini responded to 
his belated call by wrapping up 
victoiy with only his third ball. 
His every contribution was 
cheered by a multi-racial crowd, 
who must wait to see if he is 
retained in the team for the sec- 
ond Tfest at Centurion Park on 
Friday. 

dan South A/riat wan lose 
SOUTH AFRICA - Fkai bntaoa « 6 (D J Ctf- 
inon TO, S M RcAock 02, Q Knter B2; U Mu- 
raHwan 4-0^. 

SRI LAWCA-' Brat tantowa 300 (P A da Sha 
77, II S Mtepau 60; S MRJtocfe 
SOUTH AFRICA -Sacood bmfnga 264 (W J 
Cn<B A □ JQ»wi68; MMuraNwnm 4-10» 
sm LANKA - Socand borings 

..71 




S AttapHtu c and b Adkuna . 


1 v Hmger1nrr$ 1 


ImivTbiT 


Tfta vwdfior a Bn v -faotira & I 
7«5; WWcrt« » YWtham mg TOrt OW- 


QaMtert^HaNVVtan f»5kt . . 

v A«toy pM5k Hertloid v SSlNuw* PM®, 
UWBOIto LEAGUE PramterDMalaii: WVo 
fcxl v flaiWaw J74JJ Hvteiani Sabar v 
SBcksbridWi Sutton v Uncoln Utt: Ffenonv 
WWon Afifen: Hatiodc v Harrogate Tbon* 
WHdayBayvGnat hteraood; V*SropvE» 
*«)ditertCMaiigaC^a«MM%ratleg: 
Bylh Spartans vQutexnu^ Ti«te S«*Bd 
leg oSay p> v Altrlneftaia (3 PrUtfnWa 
CupaamHnl aacood tag: Qiseby a vActi- 
tonUtd (>V 

□r haRTBSS LEAGUE Pnaater DMUon: 
tanm* ton vAaNadTam (MS); Cam- 

-fcrtxuga « Xteuon (faW) (tas); vfenay ■ 

sssssffiBr^srr*" i ~ 

NORTHWESTCOUNIIESLEAGUEnratEa- 
M^tettAtfwriDnCMhrtMvQaadariaKNMF 
rente ism v Gtanaa; R fmanrt a te v Hoteer 
OB Beys Sai^vOWwoo; WwxhdfGM v 
AlhanonUV 


SCREWnXDfflECTLEAGUEPiMniArDivr- 
alen: Chart v BrtaU Manor Pwm (7.ASJ: Wut- 
txjryv BASgirer (MB). 

UHLSPORT UW1B) COUHTES LEAGUE 
Pniniar DMaiaa: Lam BueUbyvNorihairD- 
toi Spsncer; iMm Bbctofcr* v Hrtbeam: 
St Nads v Spddna StodcW v Desbero 
WUnQbaojqh v tosten Tbim. Laaguo 
aawAiat: Wooaoo v Fried Spate. 
UNUETSUSSEXCOUNTYLEAGlEHntn- 
vhfeMi: untehamp t o n v Sateteen; Peeceriamr 
a-MataibovShoiWnin. 

WWSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Pint DM- 
riaic Hama Bay v VCD MMc PAS; Rjhtb- 
gate v &ay Vtandcnra (TAG}; Tmbncfaa VMs 
vQaamnch Boreush 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHSRK LEAGUE 
Hut DWao: Ucapah v South atekte; low 
Law v Bfcgheift Syrthorta. 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Bsipr City v Rorttv- 
madogj Barry v Ompder, War Catte-i W 
Cartnv Carmarthen; TfCLtei 
naHB Ouoy Nonafe 
POtmNS LEAGUE 
ten v Bbdeun POL Hrat OMNok Ooiwary 
vWtesSromHfcti pfl); Nona Cony vLNcaa- 
to P»i VWma » BundataNi PBJ fit Wferd 


ILlansarttMdvCon- 


AVON INSURANCE COliaBiAnONIValR- 
vtelen: CharOon v Ananal P0j 

Rugby Union 

ALUEO DUNBAR FREMERSMP Ona: Lon- 
don Hah v Gtoueotar (73Q 

Other sports 

BOXING: CommorMnAh mfcM te a w IBM Ha 
contest (Vbrk Hat Bethnal Often, London); 
Jcfnaon ‘Huna (hokter) (SA) v PaU Jatej 
®* 

QOLF: Surtnodolo Run (SurringK’Se, Eiwtc- 

sMe). 

SHOO KBC Bereon and Hooea Hsri Mastsra 
(Gom tan ML County KUaiA. 


! 5S Sft 

KatareButam 
.QlSBavorLcv- 
Spanteti League; Roe) 
e. S^Nonc 7S Con^poateb 
1 (Pww Tij; Tonortta 1 (Kocko 40> Owado a 
Bench Cinj quarter-finals: BoafiTtoiwssas 
0 Lyon 1 (Oartaron 6C^ 

Golf 

The EuupBan Open yesterday an- 
nouH»d a huge Increase in prtzB^mcrv 
ey for thb yen tournament in August 
that males It the second moot lucra- 
tive went In Europe after the Open. 

Prize-money has bean increased by 
£4OQjD00 to a total of £125m with the 
winner to earn E20R300. Only the 
Open, with a new total puss of 
£l75m and the winner receiving 
E3OQP0Q oftere more prize-money h 
Europe. Thfa years event wfl again be 


*A {teraamga c Khstan b Ka*» 43 

HPTWcanm tow b Donate. 

R S KUuaMwrana b Rokxfc AS 

WPU JCVteaac Boucher b Donald 0 

G P Ufldaamudngha b NtH SI 

M lAaalnran run out >D 

K R RiBtipteaniani rat out J 

Extras (b5tj3nb6l * 

Tbtal an* 

Mi (COM): 4-171 5-175 6-234 7-234 0-230 9-287. 
BotdbMC Donald 20464-3; FNocK 236-77-2 
plrtoK KaBa *645-1 flnbl; MM 530-17-1. 
Adomo 27^00^ Cror*o S3-5-0 
Una*M! O L Qclanl (SA) and R S Dunna (N2). 


held a the K Ckto outside Dubin from 
20 to 23 August 20-23, when PBr-U- 
t* Johansson of Sweden wfl defend 
theme. 

BAY HILL INVITATIONAL (Oriando, Ha) 
Leadlm final aconn (US unteaa stand): 
274 E Os (SA) 67 68 66 73. Z7B B Estes 69 

71 67 71: J Iteowi 70 71 69 6B 27S B Lamer 
iGat) 68 73 ©&. M CafcaveccHo 70 GR% 
n 280 C Parry (Aub) 70 71 70 68. S Strtok- 
Br 67 72 BS 73 281 J Fury* 70 72 S3 70; C 
Montgomerto l(®) 71 68 73 69 283 C 
Starter 70 73 70 7tfc A Mmee 69 N 70 70; S 
Ames (TitU 69 N 73 67. 2*4 G WMa <VZ) 71 

70 74 68; G Kiatt 71 70 70 73; L Wemwood 
(GB) 70 69 63 76; T WfoodB 64 70 73 77. Sa- 
lactMt: 29S P Hatringion (H) 71 73 76 75. 
STANDARD REGISTER CLASSIC In 
Phoenix, Arizona (US udess stated! Laad- 
bm final sconw: 279 L Nounam (Swe) B9 
67® TL R Jones 70 72 67 TO (Woumann won 
M tttbri halo of pta^oif) 280 C Johrtsrov 
Fbrbes 71 71 ® 6B 281 L Kat» 71 72 71 67. 
D Andrews M 71 67 6S A Sorenstam (Swe) 

72 ® 72 6ft 282 J Gateoher-SmBh 69 72 70 

71 H ABredsson (&S_fe 70 32 71 263 J 
Grafter (Aus) 72 68 73 70, M Mrt3am 71 ® 
71 72, CFjQD~ 
wi 

71 I 

73 72. 285 L Davies (GB) 70 77 69 ® D 
FBcnaid (Can) 72 71 71 71 286 C NBsmsrk 
(Swe) W ® 73 71 2® Se « Pak JKor) » 73 


73 69, S Croce 


(GW 71 71 73 W290 A Dtooo (Per) 
te 7& 292 G Graham (Can) 75 72 7S 70. i 


17571 1 


Hackney 
Bt)71 76 


L Benwarutl (Bm) » 71 75 73. S Strudwnck 
(G« N 71 73 75l 298 C Koch 
78 74 300 J St e phen s on (Aus) 1 
VOLVO RAMUNGS (European Tour mon- 


C Koch (Swe) 73 73 
73 72 78 77 


C177X)56flSL — 


Ml 


3 A Cotton cidasGsaa 4 7 1 
(Dan) CIIW903C. 5 I Wooenam ! 

S R Gooeen (SA) G99A8633. 7 P St 
E93A6037.8 R Sartaaon (Swe) K2^S1S2. 9 
S Alan (Ai^ EB8b440W 10 T Jctretone (Zlm} 
SB725BB5 : 11 A CeBsa (Gar) C78S2104. 12 
S Leaney (Aus) Cte^OQ 13 P MrtefttS 
£60705% 14 L Vlfestwood C6106S& 15 P 
Baker C58S843L 18 J Sondodn (Swe) 
E5S39521 17 P Harrnpton {590645. 18 A 
Sbertwne £SA9tt36T 19 D Fro« (SA) 
C62J0&9L 20 D GNNd E44iS296S 


McRae 
sets the 
pace in 
Portugal 


Rallying 


BRITAIN’S Colin McRae set a 
scorching pace on the second 
day of the Portuguese Rally 
yesterday, powering his Subaru 
Impreza into a 311 -second lead 
after eight of the first leg's 10 
stages. 

McRae, the 1995 world 

champion, took command of 
the race in the third stage and 
docked the fastest times in five 
of the day's stages. 

The 29-year-old Scot, who 
came home in third place in the 
Monte Carlo Rally but failed to 
finish in (he following two 
events of the season, said bis 
aggressive driving was fired by 
his fear of slipping further back 
in the world drivers' champi- 
onship. 

“My tactics arc to win here, 
so I've derided to go all out 
from the stan," McRae said. 

The Spaniard Carlos Sain/ 
and Finland’s Julia Kankkuncn 
arc joint championship leaders 
on 16 points, while McRae lies 
joint fifth with four points. 

Behind McRae is a hotly 
disputed battle for second place 
between the four-times world 
champion Kankkuncn and 
twice champion Sainz. The 
Finn, in a Ford Escort WRC. 
edged out his Spanish rival in 
the Toyota Corolla by less than 
a second. 

The reigning champion, 
Tbmmi Makincn of Finland, in 
his Mitsubishi Lancer was lying 
fourth, 43 seconds off the lead, 
ahead of the Italian Piero Liatii 
in a Subaru. 

England’s Richard Bums, 
who won the Safari Rally, 
dropped a place to sixth in his 
Mitsubishi. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

a 

16 

The age of Wesley Barba; 
who has become the 
youngest British driver 
ever to win a motor race, 
after his victory in the 
first round of the French 
Ftenault-Bf Campus Cup 
at Le Mans. Barber is one 
of three Britons raring in 
the series. 


Ice hockey 

NU:CNcaga 1 Boston 0: Dates 0 RtuJjunfh 
0(01); Anaheim 5 Ottawa 2\ NY tatandere 3 
Bcrantoni;PtaadBbtte5NYFteiigB(s4(PT]; 
CNgaiy 5 St Lois £ Phoera 3 Son Jose i 

Rallying 

ALIY (Vtoau, Port: RrM 
kitbaifcaLteg:iCMcfla& 
raz 54n*i aSssee; 2 j 


PORTUGUESE RALLY 
NafttoCiaab 

(GB) Subani „ _ . 

kanhkunan (Rn) Fort Escort WRC +3?lsec 
behkvt 3 C Sainz (Sp) Ityata Corafla WRC 
+32Bs«c; * T Makinan (Fir) MRsubtttf 
Lanear -Masse; 5 P Uatti (li) Siiwni Impreza 
+509066 

Rugby League 
Britain^ top referee RussaB Smith wfl 
officiate ttwAnzac Test between New 
Zealand and AustraSa in Auckland on 
34 Apr! Smith, 34, also refereed last 
Saptambef ^ game Evolving the two 
aides, which me KMs won 30-12 

Squash 

WESTEL HUNGARIAN OPEN (Budapest) 
Final P Johnson (Eng) pi D Harts (Eng) 5- 
« 0-8 15-9 15-tX 

Tennis 

UPTON CHAMPIONSHIPS (Kay Btecw 
Ftoridnj Kan’s slngtea WnJ round: A I 
ta (Sp) n CPtoaneiFn 7^06 64 


.staa.- 

bt J Semertri INath) 6+ 7 

wsxiiE&z 

a (FrJ MLM 

arw 


S5&0-.S 

3; A Sane 

6- li M A 

7- 5 S-7 fl-3; J Novcsm (Cz 
(Gar) 6-3 a-06-3; R Grands 
□on) 6 - 1 3^6-4: N 
B-i; SwnamsfUS 

WWW 




r Henman 

I ih- 

■ ISA) 
J6-3 6- 

IKandon 

KNagyaaSi 
I (Aim 63 62; 
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Henry Blofeld’s 
West Indies 
Update 

For the latest news, 
views and regular up- 
dates call 
Henry Blqfeld’s 
cricket line on: 

0930 563 597 

CAcob JOppcf mam; a d uel 
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By Glen 

in Berne 
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Sixth 


Tests Another failure at the crease and Hooper's battling hundred ensures increasing pressure on Atherton over leadership 


Stewart is England’s saving grace 


By Derek Pringle 
in St John’s. Antigua 


England 127 & 152-3 
West Indies 500-7 dec 


IT WAS Michael Atherton’s 
30tb birthday yesterday, but 
the England captain was in 
anything but celebratory mood 
following another batting fail- 
ure that set the West Indies on 
their way after Carl Hooper’s 
ninth Test century had allowed 
the home side to declare on 500 
for 7, a forbidding lead of 373. 

Facing a deficit as large as 
that is never easy and. with just 
over five sessions to bat, Eng- 
land were always under pressure 
despite a fighting 79 from Alec 
Stewart. 

Atherton has not had a good 
tour with the bat and despite a 
rousing cborus of “Happy 
Birthday” from a surprisingly 
merry knot of England sup- 
porters, he was once again Ibw 
to his nemesis. Curtly Am- 
brose, for the third time in 
eight inning ^. Changing ends to 
the Southern End for the first 
tim e in the match. Ambrose 
jagged one back at the captain, 
who once again was caught on 
the crease with nowhere to go. 

In an age of analysts there 
will, of course, be those who 
point to the mode of dismissal 
as some kind of fault in either 
judgement or technique. In 
truth it is probably neither and 
against someone of Ambrose's 
calibre it was another tricky de- 
livery that few would have got 
a bat on. 

Even so, Atherton’s tour 
figures are fairly damning and 
in 1 1 lest inning s including the 

abandoned Test in Jamaica 
where he made two, he has 
scored 199 runs at an average 
of IS. A figure significantly 
lower than his age and the 
poorest by a front-line batsmen 
on dither side. 

Despite the pressure this 
kind of form puts any player un- 
der, let alone one who is cap- 
tain, Atherton has not led his 
side poorly. Considering that he 
possesses significantly fewer 
match winners than the West In- 
dies. England’s competitiveness 
has been heartening. 

Indeed, apart from an in- 
ability to rouse his troops from 
their torpor here and in 
Guyana, after they found them- 
selves on the wrong side of the 
loss -a problem that stems from 
soft county cricket rather than 
soft leadership - he has been for 
less cautious than usual. 

Where he can be faulted is 



The West Indies celebrate as England’s Mark Butcher is caught behind by Junior Murray off the bowling of Curtly Ambrose in St Johnls yesterday 


over his continuing stubborn- 
ness in selecting an out of sorts 

Jack Russell, who in the end ap- 
peared to become a hapless 
pawn in a game of bluff my call, 
between Atherton and the me- 
dia. Mind you, rumours of 
Stewart’s unwillingness to take 
the gloves - always denied by 
Stewart - may have com- 
pounded the matter. 

Stewart keeping wicket 
would have given F.ngland ex- 
tra bowling options; one of the 
arguments for Stewart not do- 
ing so was that it would force the 
Surrey man to bat down the or- 
der. It is a valid point and 
Stewart once again did his best 
to support it by scoring heavily. 

Ibuted by many as a stop- 
gap successor to Atherton, who 
will surely not be asked, or in- 
deed want, to endure any more 
from a team who have rarely 
matched his own resolve, Stew- 
art was in sublime form. Driving 


straight, and cutting square, 
something he rarely contem- 
plated when he faced Ambrose 
and Courtney Walsh on the 
first day, when the pitch was 
both damp and dangerous, 
Stewart took the opportunity to 
make hay. When he is on song, 
few in England are as punish- 
ing. and he confirmed that 
yesterday when he savaged 
Franklyn Rose with an array of 
scin dilating cut shots. 

He did not always have 
things his own way. however, 
and just before lunch, following 
the West Indies declaration. 
There was a big appeal for a 
catch behind after he tried to ■ 
dab-hook a short ball from 
Rose. It was not the only let-off 
and Ambrose later dropped a 
difficult chance at mid-off when 
the opener tried to loft the leg- 
spinner, Dinanatfa Ramnarine, 
over the top. 

Anyone watching Stewart 


over the years would immedi- 
ately have been suspicious when 
he began to point to his fore- 
arm. Surprisingly, umpire Cyril 
Mitcbley concurred with the 


batsman’s assessment of the 
situation. It was a theory that 
TV replays disproved when 
they showed the ball glancing off 
the shoulder of the bat 


St John’s scoreboard 


Fauth day; Wa^mOaa won toss 
ENGLAND -Hut Innings 127 (D Ram- 
narins4-2Si 

WEST INDIES - Rnrt Innings 
(Overnight 461 for 5) 

C L Hooper not out *8 

215 win. ISO baSj, 77 fours 

tJR Murrey cHusnfobHeedey 4 

13 m/n, 9 bias, 1 four 

FARosebwbCaddck 3. 

l7rrin,8beBs 

C E L Ambrose not out » 

31 min. 23 balls, 1 lour, latx 
Extras (foK rbCQ 32 


: 900:S79mfo 13(Movm Dt»- 
:1107am. Hooper's lOOraCBmia 
142 Bali Stan 
ENGLAND - Second Inning* 

*M A Altatonbwb Ambrose 13 

A J Stewart e WbIscb b Hooper 79 

MABuktiercMsraybARtxDse 0 

N Hunainnotout AS 

G P Hope not out S 

Extr as 6 

152 


Tbtai (for 7 die, 131 overs) 500 

Fsl (coni): 8-468 (Mirray). 7-466 (Rosa). 
DU not bat: D Ramnarfoa, C A WUah. 
e CaddJcfc 26-3-11 1-3 ftO-CT-Q 
3-0-8- V, 5-0-21-0. *>-3-38-3; 
21-3-88-1 fWMtMt 52-lf-d 4-0- 
21 -Q 4-1 3-0- 10-0, 1-06CQ; Headley 
30-4-108-2 (nb 20) (&66W. S-061-t 5- 
1 -84 8*21 -q 6-1 -t>-1); UM 35*67-0 
(rto4) (M-1-42-Q 2-0-14-0 1-060 7-1-fo- 


a ao4o 64 -bo 1 -o-wB: i 

19-0-61-1 (90-28-0, 20-17-0 1 -0-1 -I 
7-06&0). 


Tbtsl (for 3, 54 orara) 

M: 1-45 (AtharfonV 2-48 (Bufchat), 3-127 
(Stewart). 

Bowing: Walsh 13-2-37-0 (4-0-12-0 

1- 06-0 3-1 -6-0 5-1-17-fl); Ambrose 
1 16-390 (nbl) j&MMU-l-ll-a 1-06 
0); Rose 7-2-21-0 Cr*3 (2-060 3-1 60 

2- 1-00); Ramnaikie 6-1-190 (1-060 
10-1-0 4-1-KKJ; Hooper 1-06-0. 
Process: Fwsth day: Luicti 390 (Ather- 
ton 131 Stewart 23) V owes. 30 72 mh. 
182 mera. Rato skipped ptey i20-t24pm 
566 (Stewart 35. Husato 5) « 2 overs. 
100: 142 mine. 322 oven. Stewart's 50: 
TO mfo.88 ball 4 tam. 

Umpires: S A Bucfcnwand CJMfcNe^ 


TV 




umpire: P Whyta Match i 


It was a benefit of doubt not 
available to Stewart’s Surrey col- 
league Mark Butcher who came 
to the crease after the foil of 
Atherton. He collected his 
second duck of the match after 
he apparently edged Ambrose 
to the wicketkeeper. Junior 
Murray. 

After his vital but modest 
role in the victory in Trinidad, 
Butcher has been found want- 
ing. In nine Tfest innings here, 
he has not once passed 30, 
hardly the record of a No 3 bats- 
man, a problematic position 
England will have to address im- 
mediately, if they are ever go- 
ing to compete against the best 
sides in world cricket. 

The prime candidate, pre- 
suming Graham Thorpe does 
not want the job, is probabfy 
Nasser Hussain. After joining a 
ikjw rampant Stewart, be played 
some fine strokes himself . 

When the pair had added 78 


Photograph: David Ashdown 

for the third wicket, however, 
Stewart, p ushing forward to 
Hooper, was caught by Philo 
TOdlace at silty point It left Eng- 
land listing on 127 for 3, and 
Hooper contemplating his sec- 
ond important contribution of 
the day. 

Earlier, when the West In- 
dies added to their overnight 
spore of 451 for 5, it had also 
been Hooper, cruising to his 
century, who had seat West In- 
dies to their vast first-innings 
total of 500. 

It was a marvellous knock 
that almost, but not quite, 
matched Lara’s for panache 
and power. Even so there is still 
something of the flawed dia- 
mond about Hooper and, after 
his match-winning 94 in the first 
of the Trinidad Tbsts, his had 
been a shadowy presence rather 
than the dominant figure that 
be has been here. 

South Africa win, page 31 


Glory of 
diverse 
batting 
talents 

By Henry Blo fakl 

THE Wsst Indian innings was m 
extraordinary mixture of genius| 

riaaaeal grace, TObtlSl OppQjv 
tunism and sheer bloody. 
mmdedoess. Between them Bri- 
an Lara, Carl Hooper, Philo 
Wallace and Clayton Lambert 
supplied all these ingredients. " 

With Lara, wrists and fast 
footwork combine with an in- 
stinctive awareness of length 
and a glorious repertoire of 
strokes to take the breath away 
as he brings off the most out- 
rageous extravagances. There is, 
in his batting something of the - 
fun and dash which belonged to-. 
Denis Corapton in the years af- 
ter the war. Lara's genius may 
never turn on another shew fife 
his 375 here In Antigua four 
years ago. Even so, this inning; 
was as compelling as it was ir- 
resistible. 

Then came the dassteal 
grace of Hooper, who, like all 
truly fine batsmen, makes die 
business of orthodox strokeptey 
look supremely easy. Nocott 
temporary batsman plays a bet- 
ter off-drive and the quality of 
Hooper's would stand with any 
in the history of the game. 

He will pull the fastest of 
bonders after positioning him- 
self with neat, exact, and never , 
hurried footwork. He is ioc*, 
pable of an ungraceful move-, 
ment and there is a stately 
predaotrabout every stroke he 
plays. It is his concentration 
which is apt to falter and is the 
reason he wih almost c certainly 
go down as an under-achiever. 

The other two batsmen who 
prospered in this innings, Wal- 
lace and Lambert, are making 
a name for themselves with 
the frenetic starts they have now 
given the West Indies in three 
successive innings. 

Wallace is by nature the 
more belligerent, butting the ball 
as hard as anyone. He is ready 
to plunder the bowling from the 
very first ball and he is no 
crude slogger either. His 36- 
year-old left-handed partner 
looks at the crease a little fike 
a crab in his dreadfully open- 
chested stance. But, early on, 
when the ball is new, he likes to 
give it a real crack. Then, as foe 
innings goes on, he withdraws 
more and more into his shdL 
Altogether, this Wsst Indian in- 
nings was one of interesting cot-" 
trasL 
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Moody's Salatfon 


uuiauiiJLULJu fauuuifafa 

13 m lj u u u u 

U Ufa Li failUUlfafafaUUfa 
U CJ fa U fa LJ II 
falilUfafaUUfaUJfa UfaULU 
II U fa fa u 
HLUfallU IS fa uj Ufa fall fa Li 
u y fa 
[uJUfafaUldtIUU LUUUfaCJ 
fa fa UJ Ufa 
fafaQfa II! fa fa Li fa fa HI L5 LULL 
fa fa □ fa U fa Id 
flUQfafafaUUUU falllfaU 
U fa fa Id fa IAJ fa 
faiufafafafa faafaufafauu 


Across 25 

I Follow,- case which in- 
volves! leading opposition 26 
MPS. {6,7) 

10 Banlker drops in to sec 29 

connoisseur (7) 

II Slcme incorporated by rail- 30 
way (7) 

12 Form loses conservative 31 

13 IldaiaJ group got round 
Spain without mishap (5) 

M Hose worn in it? (4) 

17 Bitterness of ordinary sol- 2 

dier, we bear f7) 

1$ It could stretch into the 3 

last ice-age (7) 

19 Woman’sretumed on a 4 
step, that’s best (7) 

22 Maybe don’t travel enough 5 
to suffer (7) 

24 Illiberal support for artist 6 
is a comfort (4) 


Peer comprehends Arab’s 7 English PM adopts man’s 


Peer comprenenas Arab 
bloddng (5) title (7) 

Fellow on American ship 8 Fed for 
causes a to-do (4) 

Concern about five lending 
division (5-2) 9 

Depress poor Ted having 
to wear robe (3,4) 

The point of be ing in 15 
square in rairw Marches- 16 
ter area? (4-9) 

20 

DOWN 

Interactive worker cakes 
on boy (5-2) 21 

Day to get fete letters from 
wimp (4) 22 

The Spanish support wife 
over right of singer (7) 23 

Liven up a pal from Ul- 27 
ster? (7) 

Move slowly in mountain 28 
chain (4) 


Fed for odd one abandon- 
ing botany, say, in time of 
flowering (13) 

The car could go over 
safely here when the sea’s 
not rough? (5,8) 

Journey takes for ever (5) 
In 24 hours theologian will 
beafather(5) 


could be the specialty of 
the unfbnhcommg(T) 
Drive off holding current 

toiletry item (7) 

Piano is reliable but not 


crude oath heard (7) 
Cricketer frill of energy is a 
hit (4) 

Pack tons into pig (4) 


Ambrose neutralises Atherton 


By Ton y Coxier 


HE WAS 34 years old, a back 
injury had forced him to return 
home early from the tour of 
Pakistan, where he managed 
only one wicket in two Tbsts, 
and he was a pale imitation of 
the finest fast bowler the game 
has known in the first few do- 
mestic cup matches of the sea- 
son. 

They were all worrying signs 
that the career of the g?eat Curt- 
ly Ambrose was coming to its 
end. There were even reports 
that he had written a letter of 
retirement to the West Indies 
Cricket Board. 'But Ambrose 
knew himself and that reports 
of his demise were greatly ex- 
aggerated. He had promised, on 
his return from Pakistan in De- 
cember, tint he would be fit and 
ready for the challenge against 
England. His bade complaint 
was purely muscular, nothing se- 
rious, and quickly cured by 

plenty of swimming in the ther- 


apeutic Caribbean waters that 
surround his native Antigua. 

He had heard England’s 
boast that they had a real 
chance this time of beating the 
West Indies and warned: “That 
really motivates me." 

He wasted no time in con- 
verting his prophecies into re- 
ality aQd, even now in the 
twilight of his active days, has 
enjoyed his most productive se- 
ries in the Caribbean. 

The England coach, David 
Lloyd, has identified his bowl- 
ing, and the support of the oth- 
er West Indies veteran 
Courtney Walsh as the differ- 
ence between the teams. 

As always with the West In- 
dies, they have been particularly 
keen to put the pressure on the 
opposing captain. It is a tactic 
which goes back to the days 
when dive Lloyd, die current 
manager, led them and always 
had four menacing fok bowlers 
at his disposal. Tony Greig, 
Ian Botham, David Gower and 


Kim Hughes were among those 
who withered under the assault 

Michael Atherton h as un- 
dergone the same strain this 
season and Ambrose has been 
the principal executioner of 
the polity. Atherton was only 
persuaded to make the tour by 
his feeling that England had a 
chance to. reverse 30 years of 
disappointment here. Not snm 
1968 had they returned home 
triumphant, but, given the West 
Indies’ recent setbacks it was 
not an over-optimistic assess- 
ment 

Instead, Atherton bas had a 
miserable time, caused princi- 
pally by Ambrose, who com- 
pleted his sixth removal of the 
skipper with a clear-cut Ibw in 
his final inn in p: yesterday. 

Atherton goes back not only 
with his dream of team success 
shattered, but with his own 
position as leader surety now at 
an end. In his long years of 
retirement, the tall spectre of 
Curdy Ambrose will haunt him 


Schmeichel close to return 


Football 


By Catherine ROey 
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DESPITE fears that be would 
be out of action for a month, Pe- 
ter Schmeichel is confident he 
will be fit to face Wimbledon at 
Old Tbafford on Saturday. 

United were without their 
talismanic goalkeeper for last 
week’s European Dip exit, fol- 
lowing the Dane's hamstring in- 
jury sustained when trying to 
tackle Dennis Bergkamp in 
their League defeat by Arsenal 
the previous weekend. 

He ruled hims elf out of 
Denmark’s friendly with Scot- 


land tomorrow, but said: “Miss- 
ing the international against 
Scotland is not really important. 
What is important is that I get 
fit for Wimbledon and make. 
surewe can get back on to win- 
ning tracks. 

“I am very optimistic. It’s so 
important and I am going to go 
to the fullest extern to make sure 
that I am ready for iL I will be 
working very hard and I think 
I will make iL Winning the 
championship has become 
more important now so we can 
qualify directly for the Cham- 
pions’ League next season.” 

Schmeichel believes Unit- 
ed’s fixture Bst gives them the ad- 


vantage over Arsenal. He said: 
“Rom now on we only play 
about once a week which is 

good. Wfe haven’t got any mid- 
week games so we have plenty 
of time to recover and to work 
on eveiy game as it comes along. 

“Arsenal have got three 
ga m es in hand but we have got 
the points. They have a lot of 
away games left and their fix- 
tures are piling up because they 

arestiDin theBV.Qjpso Iwould 
rather be in our position - even 

though Arsenal can catch us if’ 
they win those games in hand.” 
Redknapp and Matteo 

doidrie up; McMananun to 
destroy myth, page 30 


MORSE 


Thin Clients are 
on the increase 


Are shorter business 
lunches to blame? 

Actua ^' na The thin dents' to which 
IT J? fer are computers, now being 
^djnstead of PCs in Network 
imputing envronments. 

O^recart survey of rr executives 

3 sta 88 e ^ n g 93 % plan to 
deploy Network Computers. For aipy 

Executive 



Mors ® Computers 




